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RACING TO SAVE LIVES 

This young lady joined her mother in braving the English weather as the Race for Life fundraising events 
got under way in Maidstone at the weekend. 

Claudia, six, and mum Susan, both from Maidstone, united with thousands of women for this year's 
first race in Mote Park on Sunday. About 4,000 entrants walked, jogged or ran the 5I< course to raise 
funds for Cancer Research UK. 

FULL STORY AND MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 4 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 

TOUGH-talking Ann Widdecombe 
has criticised MPs who have 
abused the expenses system. 

The Daily Telegraph newspaper this week 
uncovered the allowances claimed by Labour, 
Conservative and Liberal Democrat MPs. 

Miss Widdecombe, pic¬ 
tured, Conservative MP for 
Maidstone and Weald, has 
spoken out against the 
named MPs who have used 
their expenses for extrava¬ 
gant items such as wide¬ 
screen televisions or swim¬ 
ming pools. 

The former Shadow 
Home Secretary, who will 
retire at the next general election, told 
Yourmaidstone she is concerned that the reve¬ 
lations have given all MPs a bad reputation. 

Miss Widdecombe said: “The public are fed 
up and confused. This has made us all look like 
crooks, when we are certainly not.” 

Although Miss Widdecombe supports some 
of Tory leader David Cameron’s suggestions to 
regain control of his party’s expenses, she does 
not agree with his suggestion to change the 
allowance to maintain MPs second homes. 

The Daily Telegraph reported that Miss 
Widdecombe claimed £598.97 in December 
2004 to “drain heating system and install new 
radiator in lounge” at her designated second 
home in Kent. 

She said: “Some of what David Cameron has 
said is very good, but not that we can only use 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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TV CLIPS 





Thanet South Conservative candidate Laura Sandys' 
warning over large-scale GP clinics. Search ’Sandys' 




Gills boss Mark Stimson looks ahead to the play-off final 
at Wembley. Search ’Gillingham' 
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Heating repair 
delays alarm 
plaza residents 


EXCLUSIVE 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


RESIDENTS of newly-built 
fiats are still waiting for 
repairs to their homes 
seven months after being 
warned they were at risk of 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Owners and tenants at the 
Riverside Plaza in Hart Street, 
Maidstone, received precautionary 
letters from developer Barratt 
Homes in September last year, 
Yourmaidstone exclusively reported. 

A resident at the development con¬ 
tacted this paper after being 
alarmed by a letter telling occupants 
they needed to contact British Gas 
urgently to have their central heat¬ 
ing checked or face having their gas 
supply capped. 

But the same resident, who lives 
with a flatmate, has spoken to 
Yourmaidstone again after being 
contacted by the developers last 
week to say a five-day check is need¬ 
ed to examine the flue pipe on the 
boiler. 

He said: ‘We were told by our let¬ 
ting agent that Barratts had organ¬ 
ised for somebody to come and carry 
out work on the boiler flue less than 
a week before they were due to do it. 

“They said it would take five days 
to complete, which suggests to me 
there’s major work needed.” 

Barratt Homes appointed British 
Gas - which did not fit the central 
heating systems - to carry out the 
checks last year as a precaution as it 
was “identified that an installation 
in one home was not in compliance 
with manufacturers’ instructions”. 

In the letter, the developer assured 
residents the heating system was 
installed and commissioned by an 
independent Corgi-registered engi- 



RIVERSIDE PLAZA: Residents have been 
alarmed by central heating problems 


neer and therefore would have been 
legally checked and certified. 

After contacting Barratt Homes 
about the latest claim, Nick Fenton, 
managing director of Barratt Kent, 
said: “Since October 2008 we have 
been implementing a comprehensive 
programme of works on the flues at 
Riverside Plaza to ensure they are 
installed to manufacturers’ instruc¬ 
tions and are as risk-free as possible. 

‘We have completed checks at 143 
of the 153 properties and the pro¬ 
gramme will be concluded later this 
year. We apologise to residents for 
any inconvenience caused in the 
meantime.” 

The concerned resident said: “It’s 
been one thing after another since 
we moved in. First we had the worry 
of carbon monoxide poisoning, now 
we’re told they’re going to have to 
come in every day to carry out even 
more work on the boiler. 

“It’s ridiculous that these proper¬ 
ties were allowed to go on sale when 
there is clearly some sort of problem. 

“It seems firms are more concerned 
about finishing jobs quickly rather 
than properly. It’s not acceptable.” 


yourmaidstone 


[NEWS IN BRIEF 

Fast food trio sought 
after street stabbing 

DETECTIVES are appealing for 
information about three fast food 
fans after a 20-year-old man was 
stabbed during a night out in 
Maidstone town centre. 

The victim was taken to St Thomas’ 
Hospital, south London, after he was 
stabbed during an incident at the 
junction of St Faith’s Street and 
Station Road on Saturday April 11, at 
about 11.30pm. He is expected to 
make a full recovery. 

Det Con Wayne Henneker said: “All 
three are believed to live in the 
Maidstone area and regularly attend 
KFC and McDonald’s in Week Street.” 

Call 01795 419161 if you can help. 

NHS superbug appeal 
after pay-off ruling 

A FORMER chief executive at the 
centre of a hospital superbug scandal 
is seeking leave to appeal against a 
High Court ruling which blocked her 
£250,000 pay-off. 

Rose Gibb was at the helm of 
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS 
Trust when two outbreaks of 
Clostridium difficile resulted in the 
deaths of at least 90 patients. 

She sued for breach of contract after 
being refused the full pay-off, but Mr 
Justice Treacy dismissed her claims 
at the High Court and refused the 
right to appeal. Ms Gibb has now 
sought leave to appeal the decision 
after taking legal advice. 

Grave concern over 
cemetery tributes 

MOURNERS at Paddock Wood ceme¬ 
tery have been asked to keep their 
tributes to loved ones off the grass. 

Grieving families who have left 
items such as pot plants, toy wind¬ 
mills and small figures next to head¬ 
stones have been told they have three 
weeks to remove them. 

Otherwise the items will be taken 
away by council staff. 

Paddock Wood Town Council says 
tributes can be placed on headstones 
but not on the lawn because it makes 
maintenance difficult. 



For information and advice on travelling in Kent and for 
all our traffic regulation orders, please see the Kent on 
Saturday or the Kent on Sunday or visit our website at 

www.kent.gov. u k/ h igh ways 
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Anniversary competition climaxes today as artists face judging panel 



IN THE FRAME: The panel will look at works submitted by (from left) Benjamin Humphrey, Barry Charlton, Rebecca Crosbie, Kay Gretton and Jacqueline Marie Stevens (below right) before announcing the StARTIe 2009 winner 


Five-star showing by 
StARTIe contenders 



FIVE artists have been 
chosen to go through to the 
final of the StARTIe 2009 
competition - which will be 
decided today. 

Maidstone council, supported by 
Yourmaidstone, launched the 
search for the best up-and-coming 
artists in the borough to mark the 
first anniversary of the Hazlitt Arts 
Centre. 

One artist who has not exhibited 
before will win a free four-week 
exhibition at the Graham Clarke 
gallery inside the Earl Street arts 
centre, which could be the break 
they need to launch their career. 

After receiving 34 entries by last 
Wednesday’s deadline, the judging 
panel, led by renowned Maidstone 
artist Graham Clarke, met on 
Friday to select a shortlist of five 
possible winners. 

Mr Clarke was joined on the 
panel by the acting editor of 
Yourmaidstone Jon Coates, 


'We're not crooks' 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

our allowance for just the mortgage 
or rent for our second homes and 
petrol. 

“Expenses should be used sensi¬ 
bly, which doesn’t mean claiming 
for a wide-screen television. 

“But what happens when the 
boiler blows up in your second 
home which you only have because 
you are an MP?” 

“For an MP from a modest profes¬ 
sion, with an unemployed wife and 
two children, they’re going to have 
to watch budgets.” 

The MP also voiced concern 
about the way the three party lead¬ 
ers, Mr Cameron, Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown and Lib Dem leader 
Nick Clegg, have handled the reve¬ 
lations. 

Ms Widdecombe, who has been a 
prominent MP for more than 20 
years, said: “All three party leaders 
have rushed to be the first to come 
up with a solution, and each one 
has tried to be tougher than the 
first, and then the next would be 
tougher than that.” 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


Maidstone council’s marketing 
manager Vronni Ward and 
Laurence Wood, the head of the 
University of the Creative Arts in 
Canterbury. 

They chose Jacqueline Marie 
Stevens, Benjamin Humphrey, 
Rebecca Crosbie, Barry Chartlon 
and Kay Gretton as the five final¬ 
ists. 

All five have been asked to pres¬ 
ent more of their work to the judges 
today (Wednesday) before the win¬ 
ner is chosen. 

Mr Clarke said: “I was very 
pleased with the number of 
entrants - 300 would have been too 
many but 34 entries is perfect. 

“The quality of work was very 
good and there are some interesting 
pieces. All the judges were great 
and we all agreed on the shortlist. 

‘We devised a democratic system, 
which worked very well. 

“I’m looking forward to meeting 


the artists and seeing what other 
work they have to offer.” 

The winner of StARTIe 2009 will 
be announced at 7.30pm during the 
Hazlitt’s anniversary party on 
Saturday, May 30. 

The event includes free activities 
during the day and an evening per¬ 
formance by top British comedian 
Mark Steel in the Exchange Studio 
to round off the celebrations. 

Mr Steel has performed as a 
stand-up on the British comedy cir¬ 
cuit and national tours since 1983 
and will be on stage at the Hazlitt 
Theatre from 8pm. 

As the competition’s media part¬ 
ner Yourmaidstone had two pairs of 
tickets to give away for the comedy 
night. 

Entrants had to answer the ques¬ 
tion: Which Maidstone street was 
TV artist the late Tony Hart born 
in? 

The winners, who gave the correct 
answer of Hastings Road, are Claire 
Beale, from Maidstone, and John 
Barfoot, from Vinters Park. 


Bard classic with a 
very modern theme 


FAMILIES will be able to see an out¬ 
door performance of a classic 
Shakespeare play this summer - 
with a credit crunch twist. 

After the success of last summer’s 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, the 
Hazlitt Arts Centre and Changeling 
Theatre are returning with a special 
performance of The Merchant of 
Venice. 

The performance stars former 
Hollyoaks actor Oliver Famworth - 
who played Will Hackett in the 
teenage soap - as Lorenzo. 

Director Rob Forknall said: “It’s set 
in a city, in a world not that far from 
our own This is a credit crunch of 
Shakespearian proportions.” 

And in keeping with the credit 
crunch theme, ticket prices for the 
show will cost just £10. 


Producer Mandy Hare, of the 
Hazlitt Arts Centre in Maidstone, 
said: “The Merchant of Venice, one of 
Shakespeare’s most complex plays, 
has always fascinated us. 

“The perennial favourites of cross¬ 
dressing and hidden agendas are all 
there in abundance. But then you 
have the darker themes of fractured 
societies, racism, financial collapse - 
all of which makes it particularly 
apposite choice for us this year.” 

Local performances of The 
Merchant of Venice will take place at 
the Heritage Millennium 
Amphitheatre on July 16; Boughton 
Monchelsea Place on July 24-26 and 
August 8-9; and The Friars at 
Aylesford on August 7. 

To book, call 01622 758611 or visit 
www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk. 



JUDGING PANEL: Vronni Ward, Graham Clarke, Laurence Wood and Jon Coates 
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Mote Park's first Race for Life shrugs off the showers 



RAINING CHAMPIONS: Race for Life participants defied the blustery showers to raise cash for Cancer Research UK 

Ladies: on your 
get wet ...go! 


START THEM YOUNG: All ages took part 



Brief footbridge closure 
for maintenance checks 


PEOPLE are being advised that a walkway 
bridge in Maidstone will be closed for a 
short time tomorrow (Thursday) for mainte¬ 
nance checks. 

Lockmeadow Bridge, which is behind 
David Lloyds fitness club and the Odeon 
cinema, will be closed for about an hour in 
the late morning. 

A council official said the land-side ramp 
will be closed for most of the morning but 
there will be staff on-site to assist people 
with the stairs when the bridge is open. 

Free hearing aid clinic at 
Methodist church hall 

ANYONE with a NHS hearing aid can drop 
in to one of Hi Kent’s free clinics to get it 
cleaned, retubed and collect fresh batteries. 

The charity is running another of its free 
aftercare clinics for hearing aid users in 
Headcom on Tuesday next week. 

People can visit the clinic in the Methodist 
hall, behind the church, between 10am and 
11am on May 26. 

Advice can also be offered on hearing loss 
and the services available. 

Man beaten and robbed 

POLICE are appealing for information after 
a man was beaten and robbed in an early- 
morning attack. 

The 48-year-old victim was approached by 
two men near the Honda shop on Loose 
Road, Maidstone, between 12.30am and 
12.40am, on Friday, April 24. 

One of the men punched the victim in the 
face and took his rucksack, which contained 
a flask and keys. The attacker was white, 
about 30, 6ft tall, with brown, gelled hair. 

He had a foreign accent and was wearing 
a dark zip-up jumper. Call Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111 if you can help. 

Bluebell walkers thanked 

HOSPICE bosses have thanked hundreds 
of walkers for helping to raise more than 
£40,000 at an annual fundraiser. 

The Bluebell Walk, in aid of the Heart of 
Kent Hospice, attracted 1,500 walkers of all 
ages on an eight-mile circular walk through 
countiyside near Harrietsham on May 3. 

The Aylesford-based hospice has thanked 
all the walkers and to staff at Tesco in Grove 
Green who provided a ploughman’s lunch 
for each walker. 


THOUSANDS of women donned 
pink outfits to brave heavy show¬ 
ers and blustery winds on Sunday 
to take part in this year’s first Race 
for Life in Mote Park. 

The 5k event set off at 11am in torrential 
rain, but the runners and walkers were met 
with welcome sunshine towards the finish. 

Despite the damp weather 4,000 women of 
all ages ran, jogged or walked the route 
through the Maidstone park to raise funds for 
Cancer Research UK. 

Among those taking part were the Thompson 
family: 22-year-old Katie, her mother Diane, 
sister Vicky, 21, and her grandmother Betty 
Morris, all from Maidstone. 

They take part in the Maidstone Race for 
Life each year in memory of Diane’s first-born 
daughter, Sally, who died from a rare form of 
cancer of the kidneys just days before her 
fourth birthday in 1986. 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


This year had an extra importance as it 
marked five years since 78-year-old Betty was 
given the all-clear from breast cancer and she 
is now out of remission. 

When the family crossed the finish line they 
released pink balloons in memory of Sally and 
to mark Betty’s recovery. 

Katie said: “It went really well, we got 
absolutely soaked but it was definitely worth 
it. My nan did really well and we all let our bal¬ 
loons go at the end, which was really nice.” 

Cancer Research UK manager Natasha 
Eitenne said: “The Maidstone Race for Life saw 
4,000 ladies take part in a fantastic event. 

“I was so pleased to see so many arrive even 
though we had very unpredictable weather. 
But the weather did not deter the amazing 
women who took part. I’m so proud.” 

Sunday’s run was the first of two Race for 
Life events in Mote Park this year. The second 


marks, 



IN THE PINK: Race for Life friends hang on to their hats 


is on June 7. Already 4,000 women have signed 
up and filled all the places for the June race, 
including a team from KOS Media, publishers 
of this newspaper. 

The KOS Media team, which includes staff 
from editorial, sales and admin is Erica Jones, 
Jo Nicoll, Lucy Williams, Anna White, Clare 
Bairam and Sally Ingram. You can sponsor our 
team at www.raceforlife.org/kosmedia or visit 
www.raceforlife.org to find out more. The sec¬ 
ond Maidstone Race for Life will be followed by 
others across the county, including Tunbridge 
Wells, Gillingham, Heme Bay, Canterbury, 
Folkestone and Margate. 



ONSTRUCTION 

Expo 2009 

INCORPORATING ECO VILLAGE ^ 


WORKING TOGETHER - 


BUILDING KENT'S FUTURE 


Chatham Historic Dockyard 
Wednesday 30th September 
The largest Construction and Regeneration event in Kent 

Latest technology | Regeneration | Health and Safety Sustainable Building 
Construction skills and much more 

Everything for companies large or small, involved in the construction industry 
PLUS Business networking | Keynote speakers | workshops 



A selection of comments 
from last years show 

"Found it very useful and worthwhile, great venue for this industry. Met the right people 
and made good quality contacts’’- Kent Architecture Centre & Planning 
"Perfect platform for finding new suppliers and networking"- Croner 
"Excellent show got 56 leads with several proposals already out.”- GEP Safety Consultants 
"Excellent well run Show’’- GSE Holdings 

For more information and to book your space at this years event 
call Liz Hare on 01303 817172 or email liz.hare@constructionexpo.co.uk 


Pictures: IGOR KUPCO 
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GOING FOR GOLD: Cllr Brian Moss joins Maidstone's Olympic hopefuls for the launch of the sponsorship website 

Help us to bring 
home medals 
at London 2012 



Police bravery rewarded 

A HIGH-ranking officer has been honoured 
for his bravery in arresting a murderer. 

Chief Superintendent Alasdair Hope, now 
area commander for Mid Kent Police, was on 
his way home one night in September 2006, 
when he heard about a fatal stabbing in Park 
Wood on his police radio. 

He drove to the area, saw a man matching 
the suspect’s description near a block of flats, 
spoke to him and walked with him. 

Ch Supt Hope persuaded the man to go to 
a well-lit road, told him he was a police offi¬ 
cer and arrested him on suspicion of murder. 

The suspect was convicted of murder and 
sentenced to life in prison at Maidstone 
Crown Court on June 12, 2007. 

The area commander's actions were 
praised at the Chief Constable's Awards held 
at Kent Police College in Maidstone last 
Wednesday. Seven other officers from the 
Mid Kent area were also honoured. 
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Farmers' market booming 

WEST Mailing Farmers Market has flour¬ 
ished since being saved from closure. 

Yourmaidstone reported last month that 
the monthly market was in danger of closing 
when its funding was pulled. 

But Cllr Trudy Dean, leader of the Liberal 
Democrat group on KCC, used her contacts 
to secure funding with help from Steve 
Woods, of Meopham Farmers Market, and 
Produced in Kent, and the April market was 
described by stallholders as the best yet. 

The next market is in the High Street from 
10am to 2pm this Sunday. 

Cooking on the frontline 

A WARTIME oven will be cooking foods that 
would have been eaten by Crimean War sol¬ 
diers at an event this summer. 

The Soyer Stove, which was invented by 
Alexis Soyer, will be at the War and Peace 
Show, at The Hop Farm in Paddock Wood, 
from July 22 to 26. 

The oven, which is credited with saving 
more lives than Florence Nightingale, will be 
part of a display of field catering, staged by a 
team from the Royal Logistic Museum. 

For more information on the event, go to 
www.thehopfarm.co.uk or www.thewarand- 
peaceshow.com. 


BEBODIBEAUTIFUU- 

ESTABLISHED LASER CLINIC IN KENT 


Laser hair removal 
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OLYMPIC hopefuls and business¬ 
es came together to launch a web¬ 
site dedicated to bringing home 
gold at London 2012. 

The sponsorship site, www.maidstones- 
dream.co.uk - Bring a Medal Home, is fund¬ 
ed by Maidstone council and supported by 
Yourmaidstone. 

It went live at a ceremony at Maidstone 
Gateway in King Street on Tuesday evening. 

The website features Maidstone’s top ath¬ 
letes, including their sport, name, age, pho¬ 
tos, education background, sporting history, 
aspirations, coach, and achievements. 

Businesses can search through the profiles 
and choose who they would like to sponsor. 

Maidstone council’s cabinet member for 
leisure and culture, Brian Moss, appealed to 
business representatives at the event. 

He said: “Every business in Maidstone can 
be involved and can afford £20 or £30 a 
month to help these athletes pay for their 
travel, food, accommodation or phone. 

“Just by giving these athletes their support 
businesses are showing they care.” 

Ed Hamilton, a 22-year-old 400m hurdler 
from Linton, who has been dreaming of mak¬ 
ing it to the London 2012 Olympics for the 
last three years, appealed to the businesses 
on behalf of all of the athletes. 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


He said: ‘We are not just looking for cash 
but also help in kind. My uncle is a butcher 
and he helps me by giving me free steaks. 

“I spend about £2,500 per year on things 
such as travelling, and the bank of mum and 
dad can only stretch so far. 

“But it is not only what you can do for us. 
We can make appearances at your events, 
hold coaching classes and make some great 
opportunities.” 

Paralympian hopeful Ian Payne, 12, who 
has specialised in wheelchair tennis for eight 
years, said: “It has always been my dream to 
go to the Olympics and the fact they will be 
in London has just pushed me even harder.” 

His parents Glynis and Robert Payne, from 
East Farleigh, said they are “extremely 
proud” of their son and spent the evening 
mingling with businesses hoping to set up 
some sponsorship links. 

Frances Sweeting, from Maidstone-based 
Horwath Clark Whitehill accountancy firm, 
said: “This is a great initiative for businesses 
to encourage these individuals.” 

Yourmaidstone will profile one of the site’s 
athletes every month from next Wednesday. 

Anyone wishing to register their interest 
should call Karen Jeal on 01622 602759 or 
email maidstonesdream@maidstone.gov.uk. 


Arson suspects on CCTV 


DETECTIVES have released 
CCTV images of two boys 
they want to speak to in con¬ 
nection with an arson attack 
at a school. 

The blaze started when 
portable buildings were set 
alight at New Line Learning 
Academy in Boughton Lane, 
Loose, between 9-9.20pm on 
Monday, February 27. 

The fire caused damage 
estimated at £250,000 and 
three fire crews were called 
to the scene. 

Officers are hoping the 


individuals in the images, 
who seem to be in their 
teens, may be able to help 
with the investigation. 

One wore a light-coloured 
hoodie, light shoes, and dark 
trousers. The other wore 
light trousers and a dark, 
long-sleeved top with a small 
logo on the left-hand side. 

Detective Constable Clive 
Fowler said: “I would urge 
anyone with information to 
call Maidstone police on 
01622 690055 or Crime 
stoppers on 0800 555111.” 



Skin rejuvenation 
Fat and cellulite reduction 
Beauty & holistic therapies 
Thread vein removal 
Cosmetic procedures 
Wrinkle relaxing injections 
Facial fillers 


FREE consultations 


Broadway Centre 
MAIDSTONE 

01622 679222 


70 High Street 
BROADSTAIRS 

01843 866833 


Registered by the Heolthca^^l^ r 

Commission 



Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 7pm 

■Q) ^ 

BODILIGHT 


HETIC BFAUTY 


20% OFF 

Your first treatment on 
production of this advert 

Terms & conditions apply 
enquiries@bodilight.co.uk 
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ROCHESTER CASTLE GARDENS 



yourmedway 


M&d r way 

// VcpuNCiir 

Serving You 


SUNDAY 


KENT 


invictafm 


102.8-103.1 FM-DAB-ONLINE 


This summer Invicta FM will become Heart 103.1 102.8 with more music variety 
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* WEATHER UPDATES 24 HOURS A DAY @ www. kentnews.co.uk 
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TODAY'S FORECAST 



FIVE-DAY KENT FORECAST 
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Sun 
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Fri 

Sat 
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Ashford 

16°C 

19°C 

19°C 

16°C 

18°C 

Gravesend 

17°C 

19°C 

19°C 

17°C 

19°C 

Canterbury 

16°C 

18°C 

18°C 

16°C 

18°C 

| Maidstone 

16°C 

18°C 

19°C 

i— ' 

O 

18°C 

Chatham 

16°C 

18°C 

17°C 

15°C 

16°C 

Ramsgate 

16°C 

18°C 

18°C 

16°C 

18°C 

Dartford 

17°C 

19°C 

19°C 

17°C 

19°C 

Rochester 

16°C 

18°C 

17°C 

15°C 

16°C 

Dover 

15°C 

16°C 

16°C 

15°C 

16°C 

Sevenoaks 

15°C 

17°C 

17°C 

16°C 

16°C 

Faversham 

16°C 

18°C 

17°C 

15°C 

16°C 

Sittingbourne 16°C 

18°C 

17°C 

15°C 

16°C 

Folkestone 

15°C 

16°C 

16°C 

15°C 

16°C 

Tonbridge 

15°C 

18°C 

19°C 

17°C 

18°C 

Gillingham 

16°C 

18°C 

17°C 

15°C 

16°C 

Tun Wells 

15°C 

18°C 

19°C 

17°C 

18°C 


WEEKEND 
W HIGH TIDES 


Chatham 

Saturday 

12:38pm 

5.8m 


Sunday 

1:22pm 

| 6.0m 

Dover 

Saturday 

10:38am 

6.3m 


Sunday 

11:23am 

| 6.5m 

Dungeness 

Saturday 

10:57am 

7.2m 


Sunday 

11:39am 

75m 

Ramsgate 

Saturday 

11:08am 

4.8m 


Sunday 

11:53am 

| 4.9m 

Sheerness 

Saturday 

12:27pm 

5.6m 


Sunday 

1:12pm 

5.7m 

Whitstable 

Saturday 

12:27pm 

5.0m 


Sunday 

1:13pm 

1 5.1m 



AROUND THE 
WORLD YESTERDAY 


Amsterdam 

16°C 

Madrid 

23°C 

Athens 

27°C 

New York 

13°C 

Barcelona 

20°C 

Paris 

17°C 

Beijing 

34°C 

Rome 

24°C 

Bombay 

33°C 

Sydney 

20°C 

Cape Town 

17°C 

Tenerife 

23°C 

Cardiff 

WL 

Tokyo 

27°C 

Gibraltar 

23°C 

Vancouver 

21°C 

Hong Kong 

33°C 

Warsaw 

21°C 

Las Palmas 

23°C 

Wellington 

12°C 



FUND-RAISERS: Fans presented a cheque for cancer charity 

Charity scores through 
dedication of supporters 

FOOTBALL fans from Maidstone raised near¬ 
ly £10,000 of a £23,000 donation given to 
Arsenal’s Charity of the Season. 

Members of the worldwide Arsenal 
Supporters Club combined fundraising efforts 
to present the Teenage Cancer Trust with the 
cheque before their clash with Chelsea at the 
Emirates Stadium on Sunday May 10. 

The contribution was the biggest of all - rais¬ 
ing £9,700 of the impressive fund by hosting 
various fundraisers. 

Tom Smethers, from Maidstone, was pitch- 
side at the Chelsea game to help present the 
cheque to the charity, which helps improves 
the lives of teenagers living with cancer. 

He said: “Each year Arsenal selects a new 
charity of the season, so it’s important for us to 
keep coming up with new ideas and support 
the club in other ways than just on the pitch. 

“We’re delighted by the amount of money 
raised this year, not just by our own support¬ 
ers club, but everyone’s - I think Arsenal will 
manage to top the £300,000 target which is 
testament to everyone’s enthusiasm and sup¬ 
port for this fantastic cause.” 

The donation will be put towards Arsenal’s 
goal of raising £300,000 for an education zone 
at the charity’s new day care centre which is 
due to be opened in London in 2012. 



The Raja of Kent 

32 Union Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1 ED 

Tel: 01622 609050 

HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE NOW FOR ORDERS OVER £15 
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your local inter view 



The lead singer of the Pasadena Roof Orchestra, who entertained so hugely at Folkestone's Leas Cliff Hall, 
spoke to James Alexandre about being on tour, delivering sushi and bowling out an England cricketer 


QUESTION & ANSWER 


cruise-liner Oriana’s maiden world voyage. It 
is a naturally beautiful bay, and the opera 
house is a modem wonder of the world. 

Working with the Pasadena Roof Orchestra 
has become almost a life passion for me. In my 
time with the band I have met some extra¬ 
ordinary musicians and some extraordinary 
characters. 

Music, especially jazz music, is a lot about 
listening to what the others are doing around 
you. It is probably as important, if not more so, 
than what you do yourself. 

During my time with the band, I have had 
the benefit of listening to some great players. 
In this respect I have been very privileged. 

|How did you become involved in showbusiness? 

A I trained as an actor at the Webber 
Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art. I have 
had some great experiences in the thespian 
world, including visiting the Taj Mahal and 
being a founder member of the Stadium 
Theatre Company when P&O Cruises put a 
repertory company to sea. My first world 
cruise was on a lovely ship, SS Canberra. 

I was always keen on singing and play saxo¬ 
phone and clarinet myself, so the progression 
from actor to musician was quite logical. I 
have performed in a few musicals, including 
Guys and Dolls, and Les Miserables. I some¬ 
times get the urge to do a serious dramatic 
role again, but it soon passes! 


« 


Tell us a little about yourself 


A I am the lead singer and band leader of the 
Pasadena Roof Orchestra, which is cele¬ 
brating its 40th anniversary this year. 


Q How did you first become involved in the Pasadena Roof 
Orchestra? 

A I first heard of the orchestra in the 1980s 
and had always admired the music of the 
dance-band era. I first came across it on 
Dennis Potter’s TV series Pennies From 
Heaven. 


Q What is it like to be in a modern swing and dance 
orchestra? 

A I suspect the rigours of being on the road 
on tour in the 1920s and 30s is not much 
different from today. Instead of a tour bus, we 
tend to fly quite a lot these days, which is an 
experience I don’t enjoy. 

The reward for all that time spent in queues 
for security, queues for coffee, queues for 
boarding, is seeing so many different places. I 
would hate, however, to have a milometer 
fitted on me - I fear it would be over the mil¬ 
lion mark by now. 


« 

A 


What would you say has been your most memorable or 
exciting experience so far? 

One of my most memorable experiences is 
sailing into Sydney harbour on the P&O 


Q Have you been to Folkestone before and what do you 
know of the area? 

A The Pasadena Roof Orchestra have played 
at Folkestone before, including most 
recently in March. More information about the 
orchestra can be found at the website 
www.pasadena.co.uk. It has a brief history of 
the band, a picture gallery, tour dates and 
other essential information. 


Q What do you like to do in your spare time when you're 
not working? 

A When I am not queuing up at an airport I 
am a keen golfer and happy attempting to 
lower my handicap at my club near 
Cambridge. I also spend a fair bit of time help¬ 
ing my wife’s business which we jointly own, 
called The Cambridge Sushi Company. We 
supply really good-quality sushi to the colleges, 
canteens and offices in and around the city. The 
proof of this is the fact that I still enjoy eating 
it after sometimes seeing so much of it. You can 
find out more at www.cambridge-sushi.com. 


Tell us something that people don't tend to know about 
Hyou 

A I used to play cricket to a fairly good level. I 
was once a wicketkeeper/batsman and my 
claim to fame was getting Mark Ramprakash 
out twice in one delivery. I stumped him down 
the leg side and he also got an edge. I asked the 
umpire at the bowler’s end if he heard it and he 
said he didn’t, but I know the truth! 


‘A*! rated energy efficient 

windows... at ® rated prices! 



Energy Saving Windows will reduce the impact of Co 2 
emissions on the environment and also cut the cost of 
your heating bills. 

We have now achieved certification to provide the 
industry maximum ‘A’ Rated Energy Saving Windows. 
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To celebrate, for a limited period we wish to extend our 
energy conservation to you by offering *A* Rated Energy 
Windows at ‘C’ Rated prices. 

For further details visit our showsites or call us on the 
number below. 

Swi mtryy today and jartpart for tomorrow. 


SHOWSITES 

Polhill Garden Centre, London Rd 
Badgers Mount, Sevenoaks. 

Newnham Court Shopping Village 
Bearsted Road, Maidstone. 



Call: 0800 449988 FiNELlNE. 

www.finelinewindows.co.uk windows • doors • conservatories 


Staplehurst Nurseries 

}dvb how cjjMv to tiib pAAbtic (jO>v ft/ tuvtittJL peMcd ohiy 

Over 140,00 plants in stock! 
belLevLtuj!” 



• Over 50 varieties of Fuchsia 

• Superb quality & value Geraniums 

• 100's of hanging baskets, starting at only £10 

• Planted patio tubs for instant gardening from £7.50 


• Fluge selection of flowering pot plants 

• Large range of pack bedding & basket plants 

• Large selection of vegetable & herb plants 

• Experienced advice 


Staplehurst Nurseries 

KthtX btijcje&l be&t fcept kecAet! 

01580 893 607 

Clapper Lane, Staplehurst, TN12 OJT 
Open 7 days a week till end of June 

9am - 5pm Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm Sundays 

Directions: From Staplehurst take A229 towards Maidstone, 
over railway bridge, take second left into Clapper Lane 


% 


10% OFF 

all purchases on 
production of 
this voucher 

(one voucher per house hold) 

Offer valid till 31 st May 2009 

(Kos Media) 
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xox 


A conservation centre has 
some of the rarest animals 
in the world. Search 'rare'. 



light. Search 'Array'. 



max 


Launching celebrations to 
mark first Channel flight 
Search 'Bleriot'. 





Why a sinking barge was 
run aground in the 
Channel. Search 'barge'. 



School takes part in a 
world skipping record 
attempt. Search 'skipping'. 


CHOICE 

You can view all these 
videos and others from 
around the county with 
the click of a mouse at... 

yourkenttv.co.uk 


Fired Mona 
admits gay 

was wrong 
for Margate 



\ ■ mi, 


GAY RESORT? Apprentice Mona (inset) admits 
■ \ she should have promoted Margate to families 


■ BY STEVE KNIGHT 


FORMER beauty queen Mona 
Lewis says she should have trusted 
her knowledge of Kent to avoid 
being booted off The Apprentice. 

The 28-year-old from Sittingboume was the 
latest candidate to be told “You’re fired” by Sir 
Alan Sugar on the popular BBC One show 
last Wednesday 
night, after her 
team failed in its 
attempts to re¬ 
brand Margate. 

Mona said she 
felt her team 
made the wrong 
decision in at¬ 
tempting to pro¬ 
mote the gritty 
seaside town as 
a haven for gay 
NOT IMPRESSED: Sir Alan Sugar people, and she 


wishes she had fought harder against the idea: 
“Being a resident of Kent and knowing more 
about it than the others, I thought it would be 
better to target the family market because 
Margate has a lot of family heritage, it’s 
receiving a lot of investment and there are 
major things going on. 

“I wish I had fought harder against the gay 
idea because I thought it limited the market. 
You can be gay and still be part of a family.” 

Despite Mona’s opposition to her team’s 
idea, Sir Alan revealed on the show how the 
branding experts and residents who acted as 
judges for the task were supportive of it. 

What they were less impressed with was the 
shoddily-produced leaflet and cluttered series 
of posters that accompanied the campaign. 

Mona was fired from the show after being 
brought back into the boardroom with project 
manager Debra Barr and former commercial 
manager James McQuillan. 

She said: “I was fired because Sir Alan felt I 
wasn’t fully backing up the team and also 
because he could not see where he could fit me 
into his operation. 

“I think the time was right for me to leave 


because I really missed my little boy and eight 
weeks was a long time to be away from him, so 
I was happy in that respect.” 

Mona, who was bom in Karachi, Pakistan, 
and is a former financial manager, now works 
for Business Link to help Kent firms capitalise 
on the 2012 Olympics. 

She said that “only time will tell” if her time 
on The Apprentice would help or hinder her 
job prospects but that she was pleased with 
the way she came across on the show. 

Experience 

Mona said: “It was definitely an experience 
to be on The Apprentice and it was quite an 
honour to be selected, especially as I have only 
lived in the country for four years. 

“I never claimed to be good at creating or 
designing things, but I’m so pleased I was able 
to show off my selling and negotiating skills 
and I think I acted with dignity and profes¬ 
sionalism at all times.” 

National accounts manager Lorraine Tighe 
is now Kent’s only representative left. 

The next episode of The Apprentice can be 
seen at 9pm tonight on BBC One. 



DRY SPELL: Weather experts predict a hot summer 

Summer thirsty 
work for wildlife 


Pat Crawford gives wildlife gardening 
advice from Hadlow College in her 
exclusive column for Yourmaidstone 


THE majority of weather forecasters say 
we’re in for a barbeque summer this year. 

If they are right it will be good for dining 
al fresco in the evenings but not quite so 
good for wildlife and gardens because natu¬ 
ral sources of water can soon dry up. 

Hopefully your water butts and tanks 
were filled when rain was plentiful. 

This will - deservedly - bring benefits if a 
long, hot summer results in the water com¬ 
panies imposing hosepipe bans. 

We only need a few consecutive dry days 
for water to become a problem for wildlife - 
especially in more built-up areas. 

Shallow birdbaths and other containers 
dry out quickly when the sun is hot and so 
now is a good time both to review existing 
watering places and add a few extra ones. 

Parent birds are busy at this time of the 
year feeding their young. They work long 
days and will still be seeking food for their 
offspring well into the evening. 

Why not swap watching a wildlife pro¬ 
gramme on the television for the real thing? 
Sitting quietly - surrounded by the scents 
of the garden - a glass of chilled wine near 
at hand, has got to be the better option. 

At this time of the year birds can be relied 
upon to collect insects to feed to their young. 

This applies to seed-eating species as well 
as the insect-eaters as their first-choice food 
can be in short supply at this time of the year. 
• Hadlow College offers a wide range of RHS r City and 
Guilds, and other horticulture courses. Call 0500 551434 
for more details. 



yourkenttv.co.uk ^(j§| newspapers @ websites 0 online tv 

Your Local BusinessTV Channel 



To advertise your business in your local paper, local website 
and online TV, telephone our team on 01303 817000 . 


services!/ 


(l|i) Community TV 


KOS 

rmtiOj 

Sponsored by P&O X Ferries Award Winning Company 


Start living the dream... 



• Ceramic wall & floor tiles 

• Slate, marble, glass 

& porcelain 

• Underfloor heating 
• Free parking 


• Closed Mondays, 
Tues-Fri 9am-5pm, 
Saturday 9am-4pm 
• Unique home 
selection service 


2 

TILE 

c 

CXIJAK 


WHY PAY MORE AT A SUPERSTORE 

Unit 3, Unit 11, Warmlake 

The Old Brewery Business Est, 

Buckland Road, Maidstone Road, Sutton 

Maidstone, Kent Valence, Maidstone, 
ME16 0DZ Kent ME17 3LQ 

Tel: 01622 691759 Tel: 01622 844211 


Email: rockstroceramics@btconnect.com www.thetilecellar.co.uk 
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sleepright 


through the night 


BANK HOLIDAY SPECIALS 



O/ a qd TVDir' A I 12 mon1:hs Interest Free Credit available on purchases over £500. Minimum 20% deposit. Credit subject to status. Buy Now Pay Later available on purchases over £250. Minimum deposit 20%. Ask in store for 
/O ArK I I rlCAL details. Offers clearly marked in store. Prices correct at time of going to press. Price excludes delivery. Price refers to 4ft 6in model and excludes headboard, drawers and accessories. Offer valid from 20.05.09. 
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Pick your own fruits and 
salads, beets and treats 


FROM succulent strawberries to 
beetroot and asparagus, the 
Garden of England is set to reap 
plenty of rewards this summer 
for the pick-your-own season. 

With a predicted spell of warm weather, 
there is renewed optimism from Kent growers 
who are anticipating strong crops and interest 
from a younger generation of customers. 

Amid a wealth of TV gardening pro¬ 
grammes and shows promoting healthier 
lifestyles, a greater number of people are 
embracing the five-a-day recommended 
dose of fruit and vegetables. 

It all ties in perfectly with our 2009 cam¬ 
paign urging our readers to help protect the 
local economy by buying locally produced and 
supplied food and drink - spearheaded by our 
website www.foodforkent.co.uk, which unites 
the best producers under one online roof 

As a perennial favourite, demand for 
Kentish strawberries is particularly high. 
Martin Clews, of Stonepitts farm at Seal 
Chart, near Sevenoaks, is expecting a strong 
response to the company’s latest crop avail¬ 
able next month. 

“Things are looking pretty good for this year. 
We took over the business 17 years ago and 
it’s coming up to the 50th anniversary of the 
company now,” he said. He added that despite 
a poor summer last year, the firm’s long-estab¬ 
lished reputation had ensured its survival. 

Despite its success with several strawber¬ 
ry varieties, Mr Clews explained the pick- 
your-own business has in recent years been 
suffering a decline since its peak in the 



media 

CAMPAIGN 

2009 


1980s. He believed this 
was largely due to a com¬ 
bination of poor summer 
weather and supermarket 
competition producing 
fruit all-year round. 

“It’s a shame we are the 
only people producing 
pick-your-own strawber¬ 
ries in this area, there 
used to be three or four others in this part of 
Kent when we first started out. We have had 
to move with the times and really ask peo¬ 
ple what strawberries they prefer, with the 
Old Cambridge being a real favourite - it 
goes back to the 60s and has a real old 
Englishness about it. 

“This year we got in touch with more than 
50 schools and my wife Jackie gave a lecture 
about how strawberries grow, and seeing the 
farm is a good way for them to learn.” 

Susie Mills, of Valley Arch pick-your-own 


near Dartford was also enthused by the 
prospects for the new season. She explained 
they were anticipating a strong demand for 
its strawberry-growing run: ‘We are finding 
a lot of younger people are coming to do 
pick-your own these days, which is a good 
thing as it used to be mainly a more mature 
market. It’s a nice thing for a family to do 
and there’s nothing like having some local 
strawberries in the summer. 

“As with all the produce we grow, it’s much 
better than fruit and veg that has been 
frozen, where you lose a lot of the vitamins 
in the process.” 

Farm shops in the county have also report¬ 
ed significant interest in a wide range of 
locally grown summer crops. 

Paula Everett of Macknade farm shop in 
Faversham said summer fruit and veg had 
been proving extremely popular. Sales of 
asparagus and strawberries (maturing 
early due to being grown in poly-tunnels) 
were also doing well. 

The Kent firm’s enthusiasm was also 
shared by the National Farmers’ Retail & 
Markets Association (FARMA). It expected 
the UK to follow the American pick-your- 
own trend in being on course for a strong 
resurgence as customers find it an excellent 
way to get quality produce at the best prices. 

“The time seems to be right for pick-your- 
own, reflecting the fact that people are pre¬ 
pared to ‘do-it-themselves’ to get quality and 
value,” said Gareth Jones from FARMA. 

He added: “Great value for money is just 
one of the advantages. The only other way to 
get such fresh and flavoursome produce is to 
grow it yourself.” 



A pedal-powered delivery 

RECOGNISING how quickly the new season's asparagus is fly¬ 
ing off the shelves, the manager of one hotel decided this 
week to go the extra mile to meet demand. 

On Tuesday, David Sharma of Chartham Hatch's Howfield 
Manor Hotel, ensured next to no carbon footprint for the 
hotel's asparagus supplies. 

Mr Sharma collected the asparagus grown in nearby Blean 
from the Goods Shed market in Canterbury before taking it 
back to Howfield Manor Hotel to be used in the restaurant, 
and he took the journey under pedal power on a bicycle. 

It came about after Mr Sharma, who cycles to Howfield 
from Canterbury, found out the local supplier Charles Atkins 
delivers to the Goods Shed, but would be unable to deliver to 
the hotel. Keen to keep food miles down, and to avoid anoth¬ 
er delivery journey, Mr Sharma decided to pick up his order of 
asparagus every week of the season by bike. 

Howfield Manor Hotel has recently submitted an applica¬ 
tion to join Produced in Kent - the organisation set up to pro¬ 
mote local producers and suppliers - to demonstrate its com¬ 
mitment to using local produce and supporting its producers. 
• For the latest offers of local asparagus see 
www.foodforkent.co.uk. 

It's so easy to buy local 

WANT to cut down on food miles which see both harm to the 
environment and a decline in the flavours of your food? 

ciaJjTdo you p KLv a m 
want to help 
support the 
economy and 
traditions of 
the Garden of 
England? 

Then visit 

www.foodforkent.co.uk. We have teamed up with the finest 
producers and suppliers from across the county to offer a 
wide range of food and drink - and everything, wherever pos¬ 
sible, comes from our county. 

You can snap up your meat, your bread, your eggs and your 
veg all in one place. And everything is assured of being the 
very highest quality. 

Simply go online to www.foodforkent.co.uk. 


We are committed to adding more local suppliers to our online service and any local business or producer that 


foodforkent.co.uk wishes to join our campaign should contact us at foodforkent.co.uk or email us at feedback(a)kosmedia.co.uk 



EXCLUSIVE PRICES FOR KOS MEDIA GROUP 


EXCLUSIVE KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


Accommodation 

Grade 

Location 

23rd May 30th May 

6th June 

13th June 

20th Ju 

Villa Isis 

1* Hotel 

St Helier 

£299 

£309 

£319 

£329 

£329 

Norfolk Hotel 

2* Hotel 

St Helier 

£349 

£359 

£369 

£379 

£389 

Mayfair Hotel 

3* Hotel 

St Helier 

£429 

£439 

£499 

£509 

£509 

Runnymede 

2* Hotel 

St Helier 

£339 

£349 

£369 

£379 

£419 


ADDITIONAL EARLY 
BOOKING OFFERS 

FREE HALF BOARD 

At Mayfair for all May departure 
dates including 30 May. 

Save £98 pp person. 

‘Flight only’ is available, 
please ring for details. 


For more information call 0844 415 


What’s included: 

• Return flights from Manston/Kent 
International Airport. Including taxes and 
baggage fees. 

• Return transfers from Jersey Airport 

• Financial Protection Fee 

• 7 nights in a double/twin room 
with en suite facilities 

• Full English breakfast 

except Mayfair - Continental Breakfast 

• Representative Services 

• All current taxes and charges 

Single rooms on request. 

No single room supplement at Mayfair. 

Subject to availability. 


KOS 
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BREAK TIME 

French students 
switched on by visit 

FRENCH exchange students and teach¬ 
ers were impressed by the high stan¬ 
dards at MidKent College when they vis¬ 
ited last month. 

The foreign students, all aged between 
16 and 18, took part in electronic engi¬ 
neering courses at the college’s Oakwood 
Park campus in Maidstone to find out 
how French wiring systems differ from 
those used in England. 

During their visit, the group from 
Lycee Alfred Kastler School in Denain, 
northern France, also accompanied col¬ 
lege tutors to Littlebrook Power Station 
in Dartford, where they took part in 
practical and theory-based lessons. 

Teacher Madame Ahmed said: “The 
workshops here are totally different to 
those we have in our school in France - 
they are much better equipped, worlds 
apart in fact.” 

Student Julien Bessirard, 17, added: “I 
really like MidKent College. 

The equipment here is much bigger 
and of a much higher standard than I 
am used to.” 


Global get-together put 
future issues on the table 


STUDENTS from across Europe 
came to Maidstone for a two-day 
conference to debate global issues. 

The schoolchildren from Germany, France 
and Finland, joined pupils from secondary 
schools in Maidstone at the International 
Student Conference on May 6 and 7. 

During the event, which was held at 
Cornwallis Academy in Linton, the students 
discussed ideas, made videos and devised a 
schedule for activities based on global topics. 

The topics covered included global future, 
community and school future, and the future 
for individual students. 

The groups worked together at the acade¬ 
my’s new plaza, which opened at Easter, offer¬ 
ing state-of-the-art facilities and technology. 

On the final day of the conference the stu¬ 
dents had the opportunity to showcase their 
work during a presentation to headteachers, 
delegates and Kent County Council represen¬ 
tatives. 

Assistant principal Chloe Thompson, who 


I BY ANNA WHITE 


ran the event, said: “The International 
Conference was a fantastic opportunity for 
pupils from different cultures to get together 
to discuss their different points of view about 
the future and how it will impact on them. 

“Students were extremely positive and 
engaged throughout the two days and are 
looking forward to future events where they 
can discuss their ideas further. 

“The success of this conference has enabled 
us to make this an annual event to hopefully 
be held in different countries.” 

Headteacher David Simons said: “This event 
was a fantastic opportunity for our students to 
meet other young people, experience different 
cultures and talk about education. 

“The discussions were both animated and 
productive, and we plan to make this an annu¬ 
al event where our students will be involved in 
future return visits.” 

The schools which took part in the confer- 



TABLE TALK: Students have discussion during conference 

ence included Maidstone Grammar School, 
Maidstone Grammar School for Girls, 
Maplesden Noakes, St Simon Stock, Astor of 
Hever, Invicta Grammar School and both New 
Line Learning Academies. 


SEND your schools news and pictures to yourniaidstone akosittedia.co.i8f. You can also upload your video clips of schools events on to www.yotirkenttv.co.uk 
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Windows, Doors & Conservatories 
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Or visit our website for a FREE online quotation 

www.britelitewindows.co.uk 
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yourmaidstoneblogger 

Each week we get a mystery writer to air their views on living in and around Maidstone... 



We all complain about the weather 
but no-one does anything about it 


“ANYONE else, any other profes¬ 
sion, if they were as incompetent, 
they’d be fired.” 

A frequent tirade, and applied almost invari¬ 
ably to those who forecast our weather. 

I heard it just last week from a warden at a 
nature reserve, a man more familiar than 
most with the climate of these islands. 

“They’ve forecast rain for every day this 
week and what did we get? Half an hour last 
night. The forecasts aren’t worth bothering 
with. They should just give us the charts and 
let us make up our own minds,” he said. 

But of course ‘the/ don’t. ‘They’ (the BBC, in 
this instance) have for the most part taken 
them away. We are, it appears, too stupid to be 
granted access to something as bewildering as 
a meteorological chart. 

In truth, weather maps are no great puzzle, 
but in Dumb Britain it’s best we’re kept away 
from anything remotely challenging. In a way 
there’s a logic to it. If the BBC’s own forecast¬ 


ers can’t interpret a weather map, why should 
the layman? But it’s a policy that is strangely 
flawed. 

At the end of the forecast, those of us geeky 
enough to want more details are urged to visit 
the website. And here something odd has hap¬ 
pened. 

The website has had a makeover. But, in con¬ 
trast to the TV, there hasn’t been a dumbing 
down. Rather, the website has been rendered 
practically unusable. 

It’s near-impossible to find anything you 
want, links work on some computers but not 
others, while a bid to navigate the site is likely 
to leave you stranded in cyberspace. 

Exasperated, you wind up back at the telly, 
where, if nothing else, the lovely Nazaneen 
Ghaffar makes the whole charade bearable. 

Sadly, however, even she seems to have been 
got at behind the scenes. After a promising 
start her style has changed, presumably under 
orders. 

You can imagine the pep talk: “Now, 


Nazaneen, never forget you’re talking to 
morons. All they want to know is whether it’s 
a day in the garden or on the sunbed. Leap 
about like a jester. Put on an inane grin if the 
sun’s coming out and pout if it’s not.” 

But this is serious stuff. How many lives 
have been lost as a result of poor weather fore¬ 
casting? Michael Fish, in a BBC news item in 
which he denies any role in the infamous 1987 
hurricane-strength storm and lumps the 
blame on Bill Giles, finds a silver lining to that 
particular cloud. 

“Craftily, I am trying to promote a book on 
the subject [extreme weather]...” he tells us. 

What spiffing fun. Yet 18 people died in that 
storm. How many might still be with us if 
they’d been given the right facts? Perhaps we 
shouldn’t ask. After all, what do we know? 

EDITOR'S NOTE: All blogs are supplied with full 
name and address of the authors. They do not 
reflect the view of the newspaper but are designed 
to give our readers the chance to air their views. 


GET IN TOUCH. 


We want to hear your views 



EMAIL: Letters, comments, 
views (along with your name) to: 
yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 

TEXT: MAID then your 
message to: 818000 (please 
remember to include you name) 


LET US KNOW, 


If there is a story in your area you think we 
should be covering contact the acting editor, 
Jon Coates, on 01303 817048 or email him 
on the details above. If you want to be the next 
Maidstone blogger then all you have to do is sub¬ 
mit an article to us (of around 550 words) and 
email it to the editor. And don't forget, for all 
the latest news and video from your town log¬ 
on to www.yourmaidstone.co.uk. 

Write to The Editor, Yourmaidstone, KoS Media, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 

• We cannot guarantee all articles will be published and all are at the editor's discretion 


BUY TICKETS ONLINE & 
SAVE UP TO 20%* 


RY 


3 


Kent h famous for two of the world 's best wild animal parts. 
They lead the world in the conservation of rare and endangered 
spedes and have many exciting family attractions for 2009. 



LYM PWE7 

. Hi*, ft 11 , . ^ 



Two grrreat DAYS OUT! H 

New animals, events and adventures throughout the year! 

Howletts Port Lympne 


nn 




njrry rfth# wiriftnwtf jnwjfr U, hrCn 


iirtdwiuo 



totallywild.net/kos 0844 855 0276 c "> 


Register for email updates at vww.totallywild.netfcos 
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LOCAL PRODUCE 
DELIVERED FREE 
TO YOUR DOOR 

Food for Kent is your one stop online shop for some of 
the finest local produce... and great prices too 

* FREE delivery applies to first time users only, enter promo code firsttime. Only applies to orders over £40 



l PRODUCED IN 

KENT 


In association with 
Produced in Kent 


it 








V 



fbodforkent.co.uk 

GO GREEN... ORDER FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE ONLINE 




Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourmaidstone.co.uk 15 


yourcompetition 

VflH adventures on 
your computer with 
Wallace and Gromit 



“BRILLIANT, lad!” 
Wallace and Gromit, 
beloved stars of 
Aardman Animations’ 
award-winning films, 
are now appearing in a 
new series of stories you 
can play developed by 
interactive entertain- 
^ ment pioneers 
Telltale Games. 


Entertainment 
r pioneers Telltale 

* Games have dev¬ 
eloped four all- 

■ new Wallace and 

■ Gromit stories 
released as monthly 
downloads for your 

■ Xbox 360 or PC. 

■ The Wallace and 

■ Gromit Grand 
Adventures interac- 

V tive game shows the 
two characters 
coming up with 
new business ventures and 
contraptions which fans can be a 
part of via their computer. 

The game features imagina¬ 
tive storylines, humourous 

scripts and allows you to control 

the characters in each episode 
and be a part of the creative 


£ 


N 


world of West Wallaby Street. 

We are offering 12 lucky 
winners a chance ^ 

to win an entire 
series of the 
Wallace and Gromit 
Grand Advent¬ 
ures on the PC 
(priced at £25 each 
season) which each 
include four excit- 1 
ing episodes, once ^ 

the winners have 1 
been picked we will 
send Gift Codes by 
email so winners can 
download the game. ^ , * 1 

To enter, simply 
answer the question below and 
send your entry on a postcard 
along with your e-mail address 
(if applicable), name, address, 
and daytime telephone number 
to Wallace & Gromit Comp-eti- 
tion, KOS Media, Apple Bam, 
Smeeth, Ashford, TN25 6SR. 
Closing date is May 31, 2009. 
Question: Who are the 
Entertainment Pioneers 
behind the new Wallace and 
Gromit adventure games? 

No purchase necessary. For 
full terms and conditions see 
www.kentnews.co.uk or call 
01303 817073. 

If you do not wish to receive 
any literature please write ‘no 
literature’ on your entry. 




Celebrating our lourth year of bringing the hottest international music talent to 
Kent alongside the finest in local music, food, drink and entertainment, Lounge On 
The Farm is a heavyweight music festival with a uniquely local twist Family 
friendly and always full of surprises, this may be the best weekend to be had m 


2009- 


Kent this summer. You heaxd it here first. 

2008 - 



Weekend Ticket - £85 CHild Weekend - £45 
Family Weekend - £180 
Day Tickets • Adnlt £35 Child £25 

For full Uaa up and further ticket information head to 
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yourletters 


LETTERS: Please send your letters in to us at Yourmaidstone, Apple Bam, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent 
TN256SR 



TEXT: Why not text your view/letter/comment for Yourmaidstone to 81800 text MAID followed 
by a space your name and your view/letter/comment Messages cost 25p plus standard network 
charges. Service provided by g8wave London N7 
EMAIL: Email your letters to us at yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


TALK TIME 

KATE 
PATERSON 

Manager of the new 
Rush salon in 
Maidstone talks 
about why Fremlin 
Walk was the best 
location for their 
outlet to move into 

How did you get into hairdressing? 

Working in the hair industry was always what I wanted 
to do. I trained in a salon near my home and then moved 
to London once I completed my qualification. I haven't 
looked back since. 

Is being a salon manager always 
something you wanted to achieve? 

Yes and no. It's a brilliant opportunity for me and after 
having taught hairdressing for six years it's great to have 
a new challenge. So far I'm really enjoying it, even though 
it's been non-stop since the opening. 

Tell us about the Rush salons? 

British Hairdressing Award winners, Rush, now have 37 
salons across London and the South East and Rush 
Maidstone, in Fremlin Walk, is the latest addition to the 
group, offering a range of expert cuts, colours and treat¬ 
ments, as well as salon professional products. So whether 
you're after a classic cut or creative colour, a Rush Stylist 
will be there to guide you through. 

Why did Rush choose Maidstone as a 
new location? 

Fremlin Walk in particular is a great location for Rush. 
With salons in Tunbridge Wells, Canterbury and Bromley 
across Kent, Rush is able to make creative and cutting 
edge hairdressing accessible to all with a salon near you. 
We're open until 8pm weeknights so that you can pop in 
after work and 10am to 5pm on Sundays too. 




We should progress 
or fade away 

I have come to the conclusion 
that this nation of ours, and defi¬ 
nitely Kent, has only themselves 
to blame if we fade away 

Why do I say this? Because it 
seems we do not want progress. 

I am alluding to the proposed 
Kent International Gateway 
freight depot near Bearsted. 

This is a thing that should be 
far bigger than the opinions of a 
few villagers. 

Also I notice the age of some of 
those against the proposed 
freight station is 79. 

Well, I am 71 and will be 72 at 
the end of this year, and I am all 
for such a development, it’s no 
use trying to keep fields at the 
expense of progress. 

When I was young and lived at 
Aldon Farm in Offham it was an 
area covered with orchards and 
now it isn’t, also where these 
houses are, used to be farmland 



COMMENT ONLINE TO 


NOT only can you use email and letters to respond to our stories, don't 
forget you can comment via our website too. 

Beneath most stories on the www.yourmaidstone.co.uk website there is 
the facility to leave your comments on whatever YOU thought of the online 
article. To leave your remarks, simply click on the 'Add your comments' 


link and tell us what you think. And remember, 
www.yourmaidstone.co.uk is updated daily, bringing you the latest, 
breaking news from across Maidstone as well as our villages. We will 
include the best on these pages too - ensuring your comments reach the 
widest possible audience. 

In addition, if you find your newsagent, supermarket or petrol station 
runs out of Yourmaidstone before you've picked up your copy, you never 
need to miss out. On www.yourmaidstone.co.uk you can access, for free, 
the full newspaper in our highly acclaimed e-editions. 


and woods. 

The only objection I have is the 
fact that houses have been built 
with little thought of work or of 
young people. 

If the powers to be were to ask 
my opinion, I would be all for a 


freight station. 

Don’t forget over the past few 
years several firms have van¬ 
ished, for instance Reed 
International, Halls Brickworks, 
and Travis Perkins to name a 
few. 


As yet these places have not 
been replaced so not only does it 
need the freight station it also 
needs several other places to 
open. 

It is the young ones coming 
along that we have to think 
about, not the opinions of people 
who do not like change. 

Also just look at Japan, that 
country was destroyed during the 
war but look at it now. That’s one 
country our country could take 
lessons from. 

Mrs K L Wood, from Larkfield, by letter 



There are cameras 
already on the M20 


Your article in last week’s paper 
states that new cameras will be 
created along the M20 for the 
proposed variable speed limit. 

As someone who regularly trav¬ 
els along that section of motor¬ 
way I can confirm that there are 
many dormant cameras along 
that stretch and they have been 
there for over a year now. 

It would appear that the pro¬ 
posal is clearly going to go ahead 
whatever the consultation’s out¬ 
come. 

Ian Parish, by email 



Award Winning Company 


Upload and share your videos 

gyourkenttv.co.uk ? 


Kent's local 
community website 


Also • Property TV • Motors TV 

• Leisure TV • Business TV • Sports TV 

(@) Community TV Sponsored by P&OT3L Ferries 


• lccalTt 


... 
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Scrap toll fees in 
polluted agreement 


I write after reading the story in 
Yourmaidstone on May 6 about calls 
to suspend the Dartford tolls to see 
if this reduces air pollution. 

It seems very strange that in 
London there is a charge to stop 
congestion and pollution but a few 
miles down the road, at the Dartford 
Tunnel, there is a charge that caus¬ 
es congestion and pollution. 

A Department of Transport 
spokesman said that without the 
toll traffic levels would be even 
higher, leading to more congestion 
and seriously worsening pollution. 
What a load of rubbish. 

By getting rid of the toll charge 
traffic would flow quicker reducing 
congestion and pollution. 

If another crossing is built it will 
also be a toll crossing causing yet 
more congestion and pollution in 
another area. 

It is about time the Government 
honoured the agreement and 
scrapped the unfair toll charge. 

Peter Nassau, by letter 


Free factsheet will 
shed light on dyslexia 

This week has been designated as 
Xtraordinary Week. The aim is to 
raise awareness, and focus on the 
strengths and talents, of dyslexic 
children everywhere. 

To coincide with the awareness 
week I have written a tree fact sheet 
on dyslexia, which provides informa¬ 
tion about the condition. 

Children who have dyslexia can 
have problems with reading, writing 
or spelling. 

It’s believed that one in ten children 
have some form of dyslexia, which is 
Greek for “difficulty with words”. 

Parents naturally want the best 
for their children. They know that 
good literacy skills are the building 
blocks to educational success and a 
satisfying career. 

But many parents are in the dark 
about their child’s special education¬ 
al needs and how best to help them. 

That’s why I welcome the launch of 
Xtraordinary Week and have written 
this fact sheet to help answer some 
of the many questions which parents 
may have about dyslexia. 

For a free copy of the fact sheet, 
they can write to me at Dyslexia 
Awareness Fact Sheet, Appleford 
School, Shrewton, Nr Salisbury, 
Wiltshire, SP3 4HL, call 01980 
621020, email secretaiy@appleford.- 
wilts.sch.uk, or visit the website at 
www.appleford.wilts.sch.uk. 

Dr Peter Gardner, educational psychologist, 
by email 


Saddle up for charity 
bike ride to Paris 

I am writing to encourage your 
readers to make September the 
month they decide to do something 
different this year - by taking part 
in Europe’s first charity Folding 
Bike Challenge from London to 
Paris. 

With 43 per cent of people in Kent 
believing they are not adventurous 
enough when embracing new chal¬ 
lenges, the Folding Bike challenge is 
the perfect opportunity to try some¬ 
thing different - making 2009 an 
unforgettable year. 

Providing an alternative take on 
London to Paris cycle rides, the 
Folding Bike Challenge is support¬ 
ing the British Heart Foundation 
(BHF) and the disability charity 
Scope. 

Organised by events company 
Action Challenge, the challenge will 
see participants in the saddle for a 
gruelling 240 miles. Setting off from 
the capital’s London Eye on 
September 9 and reaching the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris four days later. 

It’s guaranteed to be fun and is 
the perfect excuse to start training 
and getting into shape for the sum¬ 
mer, so what are you waiting for 
Kent? 

For information and to book your 
place today call 0207 354 1450 or visit 
www.foldingbikechallenge.com. 

Thanks in advance for your help. 

Kate Mitchell (BHF) and Jason Suckley 
(Scope), by email 
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To advertise in this section 



01303 817150 
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Kent 

BP 

Highway 

Services 

1 k 


V. 


For information 
and advice on 
travelling in Kent 
and for all our 
traffic regulation 
orders, please 
see the 

Kent on Saturday 
or the 

Kent on Sunday or 
visit our website at 

www.kent.gov.uk/ 

highways 
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Up to 35 % off 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 

PlllStw » mmm penal buy » n—nrttwi or replace yr —ini Iraw Ufftif m4wmw 

facias, soffits and gutters for just 

“ £ 40 “ 

Wot overclad, fully replaced!! 



hi 11 i 


elephant 


. k , Wa ve boon installing Windows. Doors aod Conservatories tor over 30 yaare! 

Over 75% at our business a from ci.stinq customers a t recommendations from rxfsllnq customers. 
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On your doorstop - featuring 


jAylesfov'd 



YLESFORD 
ODY REPAIR 
ENTRE LTD 

Accident Repair & 
Respray Specialists 


• Main dealer approved for Mini, Subaru, TVR, 
Suzuki & Mitsubishi specialist repairer 



• Complete Accident Management 

• Courtesy Car 

(including Automatics) 

• FREE Estimates 

Tel: 01622 717818 

Units A&B Cottage Industrial Estate 
Forstal Road, Aylesford ME20 7AD 


HISTORY dating back to the New Stone Age era and 
a working monastery are two reasons why a growing 
number of tourists are visiting Aylesford. 

The village, which sits on the banks of the River Medway, has 
grown rapidly during the past 30 years and now boasts about 
5,000 residents. 

Despite the expansion, Aylesford has adapted well to its larger 
community and kept its characteristic charm through its village 
pubs, historic buildings and attractions. 

Historians have been able to trace activity in the area back to 
the New Stone Age, which is documented from 4000BC to 
2200BC, and has attracted plenty of visitors to the village. 

One example of its extensive history is Aylesford Bridge, which 
crosses the River Medway and has been traced back to about the 
14th century. Historians say it is one of the earliest bridges to be 
built in this country. 

Some of the historic buildings may have been destroyed 
throughout time but several chamber tombs, including the vil¬ 
lage's famous Kits Coty House, and The Friars Aylesford Priory - 
home of the Carmelite order - still stand. 

The impressive Friars site, which offers both outdoor and 
indoor chapels, remains home to Carmelites and still attracts 
pilgrims. 



It is open to the public all year round and hosts a number of guest houses, restaurants, and bed and breakfasts, to meet the 

events throughout the year, including its popular summer and demands of a growing number of tourists. 

Christmas fairs. Aylesford is also the home of The Heart of Kent Hospice, which 

There are good railway links to London and a number of hotels, helps adults and their families cope with life-limiting illnesses. 




p 

Cr 


Vintage Car Show 
hildren’s Pony Rides 
raft Stalls and Games 


THE FRIARS AYLESFORD 

Kent, ME20 7BX 

£2.50 per person'Children Free 

A Perfect Fathers Day Present! 

For more information, or to book a stall 
please phoneyus on 01622 717272 
Or e mail at events@thefriars.org.i 

jEiw(iKHr 



SELF STORAGE 

Need more space for work or home? 

RENT OURS! 

Purpose built indoor lockups available now, on short or long 
term rentals. Prices from £8.00 per week. 

Units are located in a flood-lit secure concrete b 


• Pallet Bulk Storage • Forklift on site 

• Fully Insured, No Minimum Rental Period 

• Packaging Materials Shop 

• Free Delivery To The Maidstone Area 

• Business & Domestic Storage 
• Purpose Built Rooms 25-225 sqft 

• Yard Container Storage • Offices For Rent 

• Self Storage • Lockable Units • Business or Personal 

• 1 m x 1 m Lockers from £5.00 a week 

• Document Storage • Sprinter Von & Driver For Hire 


Tel: 01622 715730 v tuaude* fo STORE " 


www.aylesfordselfstorage.co.uk 

Old Mill Lane, Aylesford North, Kent ME20 7DT 




Ceramic & Stone TiSe Showroom 

Ceramics • Porcelain 
Class a Natural Stone 


Come and brume around our 
iftaaed and spjaoui thawroor* 

Monday to Friday 8.00 - S 30 
Saturday 8 *0 - SCO 
Ample free Farkhg 

Tel: 01622 717107 

mfo4Pcafceramks-Co.uk 

wwwcafcefafnksxa.uk 

Unit \ 2M Trade Fade Beddo* Way 
Aytesford Kent MC20 78T 


Fitting 
can tra 
your B 




Bathroom Showrooms 

Plumbing & Heating Centre 

Call us NOW on 01622 791791 to see how WE can help YOU .. 
www.askplumbing.co.uk 
Unit 2, 2M Trade Park. Beddow Way. Aylesford ME20 7BT 




























Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourmaidstone.co.uk 19 


On your doorstop - featuring 


tup - leaiuimy •% I 1 

Sutton Valence 



THE village of Sutton Valence is at the centre of 
Maidstone's plans to host Olympic teams in the run-up 
to London 2012. 

Sutton Valence School has already started work on a state-of- 
the-art athletics track, costing £794,000, in its 100-acre grounds. 

The top independent school was nominated as an official 
Olympic training centre for athletics, badminton, basketball, fenc¬ 
ing and archery earlier this year. 

But if Olympic competitors come to the picturesgue village they 
might struggle to focus on training, as they will be surrounded by 
scenic countryside and four traditional pubs. 

The village, on the outskirts of Maidstone, sits on top of Sutton 
Valence Hill and boasts stunning views across the Weald of Kent. 

Its hilltop location means the village's layout is staggered down 
the hill, creating crooked and windy streets which add to its 
charm and history, which dates back to Roman times. 

Although it is guite a small village, Sutton Valence has still 
found enough room to have four traditional English pubs - all 
within five minutes walking distance of each other. 

The Swan and the Queens Head, in Broad Street, are believed 
to be the oldest out of the four and date back to the 15th-centu¬ 
ry, followed by the Kings Head and the Clothworkers Arms. 

The four pubs all come together each year on New Year's Day 


to take part in the annual Pram Race, which sees teams in fancy 
dress race down the hill in a home-made kart. 

The event is extremely popular with residents and often 
attracts plenty of visitors. 

The senior section of Sutton Valence School is based in the vil¬ 


lage and it has a sister preparatory school in neighbouring village 
Chart Sutton. 

Oscar-winning actress Dame Judi Dench, 74, visited the village 
18 months ago to officially open the school's new Baughan 
Theatre. 



Discover our stunning range of contemporary and 
traditional designs. 


FREE, no obligation home visit design and quotation. 
Full installation service, including all building works 


Find us at: The Tile Cellar, Warmlake Business Est, 
Maidstone Road, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, Kent ME17 3LQ 
Tel: 01622 844897 
www.hamiltonsfinekitchens.com 


CAPELLI 

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY SALON 



10% DISCOUNT ON PRICES SHOWN 
FOR YOUR FIRST VISIT 


FOILS, CUT AND FINISH £45 
PERMS £35 

COLOUR, CUT AND FINISH £30 

CAP HI-LIGHTS £30 

CUT AND BLOW DRY £19.50 

WET CUT £10 

CHILDS CUT £8.50 

GENTS CUT £7.50 

♦SPECIAL O.A.P RATES TUESDAYS ONLY 

HIGH STREET, SUTTON VALENCE, MAIDSTONE ME17 3AG 

TEL: 01622 843 462 



ENGLISH ROSE 
TiorLst & gift Shop 


CREATIVE flOMSTRY FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


Specialising in Weddings, funerals 
irfd any Special Occasion 

looking for something special? 

' WehavB'locaily soiSf&o lewfeliery^ 
dreams. ' ^ 


Drowse,a: 





evolution 

New to Haven f 

A Crystal and Mineral shop with 
I nf Kirn* unique* grru 

p*wi»Il4*ry 

Arul an «**rhiuvv wivMing 

M.omUittirvni nr Aromutics 

CiincUe* fi Htrlul (mxItKli 

Available Hiruuglioui (lie week a 
WfWtB 11 rtlad Mfiiciaf dttiat with 
a Qualified Urdu.id litubului 

Also available Vihnibaiiil Therapy 

rtioarOIG22 M4222 
vrwwaiidi^oe vulunun.co.uk 



• Face Treatments (Dermalogical) 

• Wax Treatments • Electrolysis 
• Hands and Feet by Malva 

• Massage • Holistic Treaments 

01622 844625 

Beauty at the Ridge 

The Ridge Golf Club 
Chartway Street, East Sutton 
Maidstone ME 17 3JB 


Start living the dream ... 



• Ceramic wall & floor tiles 
► Slate, marble, glass & porcelain 
• Underfloor heating 
• Free parking 


W 

E 


TILE 

CELLAR 


• Closed Mondays, 
Tues-Fri 9am-5pm, 
Saturday 9am-4pm 
• Unique home selection service 

WHY PAY MORE AT A SUPERSTORE 



Unit 3, The Old Brewery, Buckland Unit 11, Warmlake Business Estate, Maidstone Road, 
Road, Maidstone, Kent ME16 ODZ Sutton Valence Maidstone, Kent ME17 3LQ 
Tel: 01622 691759 Tel: 01622 844211 

Email: rockstroceramics@btconnect.com www.thetilecellar.co.uk 



Enjoy contract free membership f 

With us you have a name, not just a face... 

7 Day Off-Peak Membership only £6.50 per week 


01622 844625 www.basefitnessltd.co.uk 

The Ridge Golf Club, Chartway Street, East Sutton, Maidstone 
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■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 


BELGIAN mixmasters 2ManyDJs 
have been given top billing on the 
Hop Farm Festival’s dance stage 
line up. 

The cut-and-paste duo - famed for fusing 
tracks from the likes of the Velvet 
Underground, Destiny’s Child, Dolly Parton 
and Salt ‘n’ Pepa into one essential album - 
will bring the Paddock Wood two-dayer to a 
close on Sunday, July 5. 

Legendary French DJ Etienne De Crecy will 
perform live on the previous night. 

The likes of Paul Weller, Doves, The View, Ash 
and Editors are set to grace the main stage 
over the weekend but Hop Farm organisers 
said anyone able to prise themselves away 
from the big draws would be in for a treat. 

They said: “Headlining on Saturday we have 
the amazing Etienne De Crecy live, bringing 
his full-on show in his amazing cube structure. 

“It is one of the best shows, if not the best, by 
aDJ. 

“Sunday’s headliner we have one of the 
biggest names in dance music, 2ManyDJs. 

“They are going to be one of the highlights of 
this year’s festival, I guarantee it’ll be one of 
the most talked about shows in dance music 
circles this year. 

“Check out the line up for details on the rest 
of bill... it is one of the best dance line up’s this 
year. If you like your dance music, you won’t 
want to leave this tent.” 

The Hop Farm Festival stands alone in the 
overcrowded festival market - offering an 
event free from ticket registration, VIP areas, 


branding and sponsorship. 

This year the festival offers a weekend expe¬ 
rience of boutique camping, top-notch food and 
traditional ales, with some of the best artists 
playing across three stages. 

The Hop Farm Festival takes place at The 
Hop Farm, Paddock Wood, on Saturday, July 4 
and Sunday, 5. 

Weekend tickets cost £125 with day tickets 
priced at £65. 

For more information on this year’s event 
visit www.hopfarmfestival.com. 


Saturday, July 4 

Sunday, July 5 

• The Fratellis 

• Paul Weller 

• Pigeon Detectives 

• Editors 

• The View 

• Doves 

•Ash 

• 2ManyDJs 

• Echo and the Bunnymen 

• Super Furry Animals 

• Etienne De Crecy 

• The Twang 

• Florence and the Machine 

• Mystery Jets 

• Noah and the Whale 

• Ladyhawke 



TOP BILLING: (Top) 2ManyDJs have been given top 
billing on the dance stage line-up; and (above) legendary 
French DJ Etienne De Crecy will perform 


UPLOAD YOUR MUSIC VIDEOS TO 
BROADCAST ON OUR WEBSITE @ 

yourkenttv.co.uk 
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GETTING DOWN: 3bs Down perform 
live at Beacon Court in Gillingham 

© nnsfpncd 

KENT UNSIGNED CHART 

1 The Suspects - War of Words (from Margate) 

2 Lost in Colour - Stay Awake Tonight (from 
Maidstone) 

3 Directions - Eguality Street (from Maidstone) 

4 Shelta - Lets Talk (from Bexley) 

5 The Flack - The Things Ya Do To Me (from Deal) 



Sprin 




UK I* 0 ™ 

SKXMMPORTS“ 

Granite. Sandstone . Limestone. Slate . Marble 



• Limestone & 


Sandstone Setts 

from £20.00 m2 

• Sandstone Paving from 

£14.25 m2 

• Limestone Paving from 

£14.25 m2 

• Slate Paving from 

£14.00 m2 

• Granite Setts from 

£22.00 m2 

• Slate Monoliths from 

£10 each 

• Sandstone Spheres from 

£9.50 each 


Visit Our Showroom 

Stone Court, Stone Way, Lakesview Business Park Hersden Kent CT3 4GP 


Weekday Hours 

Mon-Fri 7.30am - 5pm 

Saturday 8.00am-1pm 


Bank Holiday Weekend 
Opening Hours 

Saturday 9am - 2pm 
Sunday Closed Mon 9am - 2pm 


Tel: 01227 713832 www.ukstoneimports.com 


Natural Stone Paving, 
Patio, Driveway and 
Landscaping Products 

Internal flooring now available 
Supply to both the private and 
commercial markets 
Professional advice 
Huge selection of products in stock 
Nationwide delivery service 
Laying service available 
Internal flooring now available 


kentnews.co.uk/mobile 

The latest Kent news, sport, 
jobs, property and cars 
available on your mobile. 

Text KENTNEWS to 81800 
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yourlocal health & beauty guide 


Advertise your venue on in the next guide and yourkenttv.co.uk - 
the Kent local search directory - Telephone: 01303 817150 


Offering men the help 
they are afraid to ask for 



■ Kent Counselling for Men 

WHEN it comes to personal mat¬ 
ters many men are reluctant to 
seek the help of a counsellor. 

Kent Counselling for Men has been set up 
to make talking therapies more accessible for 
men. 

John Kennett of Kent Counselling for Men 
said: “Failed relationships. Distant children. 
Critical parents. Inappropriate outbursts of 
anger.Loveless marriages. Addictions to 
pornography. Flirtations and affairs. Feeling 
stuck and trapped. Unresolved grief. Bouts 
of impotency that have no medical explana¬ 
tion... 

“Men are plagued with problems like these 
but don’t always take action to resolve them. 

“Men’s attitudes to counselling are chang¬ 
ing. Traditionally they have not used coun¬ 
selling service. Indeed statistics from the 
counselling and psychotherapy profession 
still show that women are twice as likely to 
seek this sort of help than are men despite 
the fact that men are just as likely as women 
to suffer conditions such as depression.” 

Men's reluctance to seek help is further 
evidenced by government suicide figures - 
men are four times as likely to commit sui¬ 
cide as women. Thankfully, this trend is 
changing and men are increasingly using 
counselling services. 

“It’s easy to stereotype men as being 
unemotional, but this is far from the truth,” 
continued John. 


“Men are emotional but often lack the lan¬ 
guage and skills to know how to express and 
deal with their emotions. Men tend to believe 
that they should be able to sort themselves 
out on their own, that counselling is for peo¬ 
ple with 'bigger problems', or they simply 
don’t want to admit that there is a problem 
that needs addressing.” 

Cost for a first session is just £20 - half the 
usual rate. “This toe-in-the-water is an oppor¬ 


tunity for them to meet me and me to meet 
them,” said John. “Hopefully by the end of 
this assessment session they know if this is 
something they want and I will be able to 
give them a steer as to what to expect.” 

Kent Counselling for Men, Maidstone 
Community Support Centre. Marsham 
Street, Maidstone ME 14 1HH www.kent- 
counsellingformen.co.uk 


TOP TIPS 

Village Hotel, Maidstone 

The effects of dehydration can be serious. 
Drink water before, during and after exer¬ 
cise. Drink a glass of water when you get 
up, keep water with you at all times, and 
keep drinking even when your thirst is 
quenched. Call 01622 672200 


LFW 

The 30-Minute Workout is designed to fit 
into even the busiest lifestyle. An initial 
warm-up is followed by a 20-minute circuit 
of cardiovascular and resistance training, 
and a cool-down and stretching routine. All 
in just 30 minutes. Call 0800 7561350. 


Maidstone Health 

Home teeth-whitening kits are messy, time 
consuming, can damage teeth and gums. 
Over time they can also cost you a small 
fortune. A one-hour professional treatment 
in our relaxed clinic will give you something 
to smile about. Call 01622 672000 


30 Minute Workout for Women 


Book now for a free trial at our 
ladies-only centre in Maidstone 
Get fit in just 30 minutes, 

3 times a week 
Now available: 

• SeaClay Contour Wraps for instant inch loss 

• Norvell spray tans for a golden glow 


Book a HALF PRICE TREATMENT with this ad 
by calling 0800 756 1350 and quoting KoSI 





Maidstone Health services include:- 

GP and General Health Services 



Cervical Smear Testing 

Sexual Health including STD & HIV 
Testing 

Free Chlamydia Screening in 
association with West Kent NHS 

Child vaccinations including single 
MMR 

Insurance & Driver Medicals 

Travel Vaccinations & Advice 

Blood Spot Allergy Testing 


Microdermabrasion 
Skin Rejuvenation 
Permanent Hair Reduction 
Professional Teeth Whitening 
Liver Spots 
Pigmentation 
Thread Vein Removal 
Injectables & Fillers 
Wellness Clubs & Weight Loss 
Life Coaching 



01622 672000 48 Church Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 iDS 
www.maidstonehealth.co.ukwww.advanceclinic.co.uk 




Kent Counselling for Men 

Can’t see the wood for the trees? 


Many men struggle to understand or control 
their emotions? Or to find purpose in life, in work 
or in relationships. Or wrestle with self-esteem, 
acceptance, separation and loss. 
Sometimes, we just can’t 
see the wood for the trees. 
Counselling is designed to be a safe, 
confidential environment where you can be as 
frank as you want, and get new perspectives on 
why you are who you are. 
Confidential. Constructive. Counselling 
for men by men. 


• Anger management 

• Finding purpose in life, work and 
relationships 

• Understanding emotions 

• Identifying and accepting 
responsibility 

• Achieving successful relationships 

• Dealing with broken relationships, 
affairs and flirtations. 

• Finding acceptance for who we are 

• Understanding our sexual selves 

• Taking control of our lives 

• Dealing with death and loss 


Tel/SMS 07967 686494 www.kentcounsellingformen.co.uk Session cost £40 
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kentnews.co.uk 'mobile 



The Latest Kent news, sport, jobs, property 
and cars available on your mobile. 

Text KENTNEWS to 81800 

Service provided by g8wave London N7. 

Return texts are free. Standard network text rates apply. 



BUILDING • PLANNING • DESIGN • DEVELOPMENT • RESTORATION 


John Childs & Associates have years of experience in gaining hundreds of successful planning 
applications and building regulations for our clients, ranging from modest single storey extensions to 
detached new build residential dwellings. 


t 


01622 812868 
07860 782728 

Email: enquiries@johnchilds.com 
Telephone for details of our 

NO PASS NO FEE SERVICE 

www.johnchilds.com 



% 



An idyllic haven for your special day 


Your Dream Wedding 

120 bedrooms • Restaurants & Bars • 18 Hole Championship golf course 
Extensive leisure facilities • Health & Beauty Spa 

Marriott Tudor Park, Ashford Road, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 4NQ 
01622 734334 

mhrs.tdmgs.conferenceandevents@marriotthotels.com 

www.marriotttudorpark.co.uk 


15TH ANNIVERSARY of the CHANNEL TUNNEL 

On 6th May 1994, one of the 7 Wonders of the Modern World, The Channel Tunnel, was officially 
opened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in a joint ceremony with France’s President Mitterrand. 
To mark the 15th Anniversary of this momentous occasion, a Limited-Edition Commemorative Cover 
(collectable envelope) has been created by leading cover producers Buckingham Covers. 

Each cover: 

• Has been carried 
through the tunnel 

• Has a Golden Arrow 
stamp and label 
from the Buckingham 
National Railway 
Museum sheet. 

• Is postmarked with 
a special Folkestone, 

Kent postmark. 

Buy this fantastic cover carried ^ 

& signed by the driver of the original Royal Train, Phillip Cole for just £17.95 -TUNN2 

If you like the Anniversary cover, you’ll love this very special Channel Tunnel Royal Opening cover! 

These rare covers: 

• Were actually carried on board 
the Royal Train 

• Feature a limited edition medallion 
created by award winning 
designer Cath Buckingham 

• Are signed by Phillip Cole, the 
driver of the Royal Train 

Source Code: 2171 Media Code: KOS0905 


CALL TODAY! 01303 278137 

WE HAVE REAL PEOPLE TO ANSWER PHONES, MON-FRI 8.30AM - 5PM. Secure answerphone after hours. 

gaCC Buckingham covers are much sought-after and previous issues have 
sold out in record time, so don’t miss out - call or order online today 
c °\ at www.buckinghamcovers.com/chunnel. Or post your order to: [jJS] 

BUCKINGHAM COVERS, WARREN HOUSE, SHEARWAY ROAD, FOLKESTONE, KENT CT19 4BF 




your leisure 


Stand up for 

top comedy 


Headliner Michael McIntyre's show is a sell-out, 
but there's still plenty to see at comedy festival 


STAND UP! 

Friday, May 22 to Monday, May 25 
Quarterhouse, Folkestone 

GIGGLE your way through 
the bank holiday with the 
first Stand Up! Folkestone 
Comedy Festival. 

The headline act of this inaugural 
comic celebration is Michael 
McIntyre, a phenomenally popular 
comedian whose show sold out with¬ 
in hours of tickets going on sale. 

The son of a scriptwriter for Kenny 
Everett, he evidently has funny 
bones and his rise to fame over the 
last few years has been stellar. His 
next tour includes dates at Wembley 
Arena, so securing this intimate gig 
at Quarterhouse is a real achieve¬ 
ment for the Creative Foundation. 

Although McIntyre’s show has sold 
out, there is plenty more going on 
over the long weekend. 

On Saturday, Tony Allen, the 
‘Godfather of alternative comedy’, 
will be running a stand-up workshop 
for aspiring comics. There is a 
preparatory exercise which needs to 
be completed before the event. 

BBC Radio l’s resident magician 
Chris Cox exerts his unique brand of 
magic and psychology on Saturday at 
6pm, demonstrating the skills that 
earned him five-star reviews at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival and his 
debut West End show. 

Watch the jaw-dropping antics of a 
mind reader who says he can’t read 
minds in this hilarious and hugely 
entertaining show. 

See six great comedians for just 
£10/£8 with Lonestar Comedy Club’s 
Stand and Deliver at 8pm on 
Saturday. Fergus Craig, Gerry 
Howell, Danielle Ward, Anil Desai, 
Terry Saunders and Jim Smallman 
will keep the laughs coming at a 
recession-beating price. 

Sunday sees a great line-up of free 
events and workshops for kids by 
improvisation troupe The Noise Next 
Door, Little Bulb Theatre, Usifu 
Jalloh and Emmanuel the 
Magnificent. At 4pm Ray Peacock 
will host the comedy trivia quiz, to 



FESTIVAL LINE-UP: The Noise Next Door, 
the Scottish Falsetto Sock Puppet Theatre 
and comedian Michael McIntyre are booked 

see who can take the crown. 

The Variety Four-Pack at 8pm 
offers a great line-up of Rob Deering, 
Pete Firman and the Scottish 
Falsetto Sock Puppet Theatre, with 
Ray Peacock acting as compere. 

Deering’s award-winning music- 
based comedy has earned appear¬ 
ances on BBC3’s Annually Retentive, 
BBC2’s Never Mind The Full Stops 
and regular guest spots on Channel 
4’s Big Brother’s Big Mouth. 

Firman has become one of the 
country’s leading conjurors since his 
appearances on Channel 4’s late 
night magic show Dirty Tricks, while 
hecklers are warned to beware of the 
razor-sharp and often confrontation¬ 
al Peacock. 

The Scottish Falsetto Sock Puppet 
Theatre presents an extraordinary 
show featuring songs, sketches, 
socks, violence and Shakespeare. 
They will also be performing a fami¬ 
ly-friendly show at 2pm on Sunday. 

Bank Holiday Monday offers come¬ 
dy for kids with James Campbell, the 
world’s only stand-up for children, 
starting at 11.30am. The festival 
draws to a close with the return of 
The Noise Next Door at 3pm. To book 
tickets call 01303 858500 or visit 
www.standupfolkestone.com. 



FOR MORE THEATRE AND ENTERTAINMENT VISIT yourkenttv.co. uk 
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JANE CONNOLLY 

Emailjane.connolly@kosmedia.co.uk 
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O LeisureTV 


sponsored by s e a fra nce.com 


HENRY VIIFS ROYAL 
JOUSTING TOURNAMENT 

Tuesday, May 26 to Sunday, May 31 
Leeds Castle, near Maidstone 

TRAVEL back in time to the pageantry of 
Tudor England at Henry VIII’s Royal 
Jousting Tournament. 

Visitors will be able to experience the 
excitement as Leeds Castle celebrates the 
500th anniversary of Henry VUI’s accession 
to the throne. There will be opportunities to 
meet the monarch as he goes on a walkabout 
in the 900-year-old castle’s grounds. 

Witness thrilling clashes between knights 
on horseback during the twice-daily jousts, 
staged by Europe’s premier jousting compa¬ 
ny, the Knights of Royal England. The joust¬ 
ing arena, complete with its royal box, will be 
on the Cedar Lawn. 

There will be plenty of Tudor-themed activ¬ 
ities, courtesy of Hands on History, including 
cannon drill, archery practice and mini 
jousts for children. 

Tickets cost £16.50/£13.50 for adults and 
£9.50 for children, while under-fours go free. 
For details call 01622 765400 or go to 
www.leeds-castle.com. 





ULF HOELSCHER ^ 

Saturday, May 23 

Mote Hall, Maidstone Leisure 

Centre 

RENOWNED German vio¬ 
linist Ulf Hoelscher joins 
Maidstone Symphony 
Orchestra for the finale of its 
98th concert season. 

Hoelscher returns to play 
two popular works, Samuel 
Barber’s The Violin Concerto 
and the ‘Introduction and 
Rondo Capriccio’ by Saint- 
Saens. The concert will also 
feature Leonard Bernstein’s 
West Side Story Symphonic 
Dances, Faure’s Pavane and 
Ravel’s Daphnis & Chloe 
Suite No 2. 

After studying with the 
famous teacher Max Rostal 
in Cologne, Hoelscher spent 
three years in the US before 
returning to Europe, where 
he would become one of the 
leading violinists of his gen¬ 
eration. The diversity of his 
recordings with EMI reflect 
his broad repertoire, which 
has seen him performing in 
the world’s most important 


musical centres and touring 
extensively in Europe, 
Russia, the Far East, 
Australia, East Germany 
and Japan. 

The concert starts at 
7.30pm and tickets are 


priced from £12 to £21 or £5 
for students. To book call the 
Membership Secretaries on 
01622 736392, call the 

leisure centre box office on 
0845 155 2277 or visit 
www.mso.org.uk. 



PROMS IN THE PARK 

Saturday, May 23 

Whatman Millennium Park, Maidstone 

GET ready to wave that flag and raise your 
voice in celebration at this year’s Proms In 
The Park. 

Families and prom-goers are invited to 
bring along a picnic and join in the fun at the 
annual event, which will be providing an 
evening of great musical entertainment. Best 
of all, the event is free, so all the family can 
enjoy wonderful music with no charge. 

All the usual stirring favourites from the 
Last Night of the Proms can be heard, includ¬ 
ing Rule Britannia, Jerusalem and Land of 
Hope and Glory. There will also be the chance 
for the audience to join in with Queen, Abba 
and Oliver! medleys, becoming a 1,000-strong 
chorus with Phantom of the Opera star, Jill 
Washington. 

People can enjoy picnics from 4pm, allowing 
plenty of time to prepare for the concert 
which starts at 7.30pm. A firework finale will 
bring the event to a close at about 9.15pm. 

For more information call Hazlitt Arts 
Centre on 01622 758611 or visit www.hazlit- 
tartscentre.co.uk. 



MAIDSTONE LEISURE 

Hear old school tunes 
at reunion evenings 

TOMORROWS event at the Beluga Bar 
in Bank Street is for anyone who left the 
following schools between 2000 and 
2002: The Cornwallis School, The 
Mailing School, Maplesden Noakes 
School and Sutton Valence School. 

With DJs spinning the hits from the 
appropriate school years, the event starts 
at 8pm and entry is free before 11pm. 
Reunion groups are on Facebook. 

Hear the true tale of 
Protitutes Padre 

THE true story of the Prostitutes Padre 
is presented as a music hall show in The 
Missionary’s Position. 

Penny Dreadful tells the tale of the 
Rector of Stiflkey, who spent six days a 
week ministering to the needs of London’s 
scarlet women in the 1900s. The show is at 
the Trinity Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, 8pm 
Friday. Tickets cost £12.50/£10.50. Book at 
www.trinitytheatre.net or 01892 678678. 

Hear the cream of rock 
and roll at tribute night 

CELEBRATE the career of a guitar leg¬ 
end with the Cream of Clapton Tribute 
Show at Maidstone’s Exchange Studio. 

Considered by many to be one of the 
greatest guitar artists, Eric Clapton has 
been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame an unprecedented three times. 
The show starts at 7.30pm on Friday. 
Tickets cost £15/£14. Book at wwwhazlit- 
tartscentre.co.uk or call 01622 758611. 

Nothing Phooey about 
70s rock and blues 

STEP back in time and enjoy the best 
rock and blues of years gone by when the 
Hong Kong Phooey Band plays. 

The band plays great tracks in the genre 
from the 70s, reminding audiences of how 
great the decade was for rock and blues. 

Hong Kong Phooey Band will be play¬ 
ing at the Bower Inn in Tonbridge Road, 
Maidstone, at 7pm on Sunday. Call the 
pub on 01622 677181. 


[ THIS CUPON 
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Stockport Morris side at Rochester 
M Sweeps Festival. Search 'Sweeps' 



Vi 


For information and 
advice on travelling in 
Kent and for all our 
traffic regulation 
orders, please see the 
Kent on Saturday or 
the Kent on Sunday 
or visit our website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/ 
highways 


To advertise in this section 

H 01303 817150 


Upload and 
share your 
videos 


H yourkenttv.co.uk 



Kent's local 
community website 


• Property TV • Motors TV 

• Leisure TV • Business TV 

• Sports TV 

KOS 

^ media ^ 

Award Winning Company 

(@) CommunityTV Sponsored by P&O'X. Ferries 
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Problems with 
your Freeview? 

Missing channels on your Freeview? 

It may be your ariel. 

Do you need extra points 
around the home? 




FREE personal 
on-site inspection 
and advice on Freeview 
in your home 
including weekends 



nini 01622 762058 

UllJl 07854408323 


“Sparkle and Shine” 

FEATURING 

Strictly Come Dancing Stars 
Andrew Cuerden and Hanna Haarla 

M® PER * 

6TH - ITH NOVEMBER 2009 
THE 4^ LONDON HEATHROW TOISTLE HOTEL 

Open to all Intermediate and above dancers 


Dinner and breakfast 
Twin/double room 
Welcome cocktail 

Cabaret performances on both nights 
Masterclass and Technical Lesson over the whole 
weekend in 7 different dance styles 
Special Dance Competition 

* TO BOOK OR FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CALL 08444 12 99 00 

Quote code:KOS 


m 



Compost/Growbags 


Hanging Baskets 


Made to Order 


Tubs and Containers 


Bedding Plants 


Shrubs/Trees (Over 30 


Varieties of Fruit Trees) 


We can make to order your hanging baskets - Luxury at prices you can afford! 

Hurry now and start creating the best garden ever!! 
Homewood Orchard Garden Centre 


01622727103 


Farleigh Lane * Maidstone * ME16 9LX 


BirdTables/Bird Feed 


• Fresh Grown Fruit & 
Vegetable Plants to Buy 
• Garden Furniture 


n MP ^ 


:ar 


JUri . 


Garden Ornaments 


Bark & Aggregate 
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ON GENERAL RELEASE 


GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (12A) 


h* Uw m 

a. 


rfl 


moo 


Connor Mead (Matthew McConaughey) comes face 
to face with the ghost of his idol, Uncle Wayne 
(Michael Douglas), an aging lothario who instructs 
him he will be visited by three spirits. 

IS ANYBODY THERE? (12A) 


mi 







Edward, lives in the Lark Hall retirement home run 
by his parents. The boy's solitude is interrupted 
with the arrival of grieving widower Clarence, a 
retired magician who doesn't suffer children gladly. 

HANNAH MONTANA - THE MOVIE (U) 



MOTH . ..«=* 

Miley Cyrus searches for love in this rites of passage 
drama, interspersed with musical seguences. The 
movie promotes the family unit and the value of 
enduring friendship ahead of material wealth. 


Star Trek's revival has a 
message for our times 


■ BY KATE WHITING 

MORE than four decades, six TV 
series and ten films since the crew of 
the Enterprise first pledged 'to bold¬ 
ly go where no man has been before’, 
Captain Kirk and his pointy-eared 
sidekick Spock are back. 

The original 1966 series wasn’t an instant hit, 
but such is the impact of Star Trek on modem 
culture, that even the staunchest non-fan could 
pull a Vulcan salute and would know that if you 
need beaming up, Scotty’s your man. 

So how do you tackle a new film to bring the 
brand back up to warp speed and attract a 
new generation of fans, without offending 
Trekkies at the same time? 

Find a young, hip cast worthy of wearing the 
iconic primary colour Lycra tops and bring 
back Leonard Nimoy to pass the Spock baton 
to Heroes’ star Zachary Quinto, is how. 

This was the mission Lost creator JJ 
Abrams’ boldly embarked on. The self-pro¬ 
fessed non-fan also decided to take the fran¬ 
chise back to its roots, showing the 23rd centu¬ 
ry launch of the U.S.S. Enterprise and how its 
crew all came to be there. 

Central to the film is the relationship 
between James T Kirk, made famous by 
William Shatner, and his one-day First Officer, 
who goes only by the name Spock. 

From the moment they meet at the Starfleet 
Academy, there’s no love lost, with Kirk - 
played by rising star Chris Pine - calling 
Spock a “pointy-eared b*****d”. 

Like other origins movies, including Batman 
Begins, JJ takes us back to his characters’ 
childhoods to show us what shapes and moti¬ 
vates them. 



VIEW THIS PREVIEW 

yourkenttv.co.uk 



BOLDLY GOING: Chris Pine stars as Captain Kirk 

The film opens with Kirk’s birth, as his 
father, captain of the doomed U.S.S. Kelvin is 
locked in battle with a rogue Romulan ship. 

Flash forward to Kirk on Earth as a young 
man, in a bloody bar brawl with students of 
the Starfleet Academy after trying to chat up 
Uhura (Zoe Saldana). 

He finally gets inspired to make something 
of his life by Captain Pike (Bruce Greenwood), 
who challenges him to fulfil his father’s 
thwarted potential. 


Meanwhile, on the planet Vulcan, young 
Spock is being bullied by his classmates 
because he’s half human and half Vulcan. 

At the Starfleet Academy, Spock despises 
Kirk’s impulsiveness and Kirk is equally frus¬ 
trated by the officious Spock. 

Chris Pine, 28, explains: “Zach and I wanted 
the audience to see two very bright, very obsti¬ 
nate young men who are destined to butt 
heads throughout their lives, but will grow to 
love each other for that very reason.” 

Chris is sure the film, like the original series, 
will impress and endure. 

“Right now in an economic crisis, to present 
a vision of people working together instead of 
division, I just think it’s a positive, wonderful 
message.” 

STAR TREK < 


Certificate 12A W 


YOU CAN WATCH ANY OF THESE HUM PREVIEWS OF THE LATEST 
MOVIES BY LOGGING ON TO LEISURE TV@ yourkenttv.co.uk 


^ $ yourkenttv.co.uk 

(JJ) newspapers (§) websites Q online tv 



Your local LeisureTV Channel 

To advertise your business in your Local 
paper, Local website and online TV, 
telephone our team on 01303 817000 . 




Penny Dreadful 
The Missionary’s 
Position 

Tuesday 19 May 7.45pm 



University of fent 



The true story of the 
Prostitutes’ Padre is 
retold as a Music Hall 
show, with MC Mr Matt 
Devereaux hosting the 
proceedings. Come and 
join us for daring live 
acts, uplifting comedies, 
saucy songs, and 
eccentric dancing. 

Tickets £ 14 
Cones £12 
12 + 


Cinema 

Fri IS - 
Thur 21 May 

► The 400 Blows 
(Les quatre cents coups) PG 

Fri & Sat - 6.20pm, Sun - 2.50pm 

► In the Loop 15 

Fri & Sat - 8.50pm, Sun - 6.20pm, 

Mon &Tue - 6.50pm 

► The Dark Knight 12A 

Sun - 8.50pm 

► Lesbian Vampire Killers 15 

Mon - 9.20pm 

► Student Film Night 18 

Wed - 6.50pm 

► In the City of Sylvia 

(En la ciudad de Sylvia) PG 

Thur - 6.50pm 



■) CommunityTV Sponsored by P&OX Ferries 


Award Winning Company 


Booking Office: 01227 769075 

Online bookings: www.gulbenkiantheatre.co.uk 


Booking Office: 01227 769075 

Online bookings: www.gulbenkiantheatre.co.uk 
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Ladies 

Introduction 
to Fly 
Fishing 

at 

Bewl Water, Lamberhurst Kent 
on the 24 th May 

Ladies are invited to a special 
introduction to Fly Fishing day. 
All tackle will be provided. 

Special Rate - only £20 

For full details please telephone 

07966 7178831 


To advertise in this section 

B 01303 817150 
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For information 
and advice on 
travelling in Kent 
and for all our 
traffic regulation 
orders, please 
see the Kent on 
Saturday or the 
Kent on Sunday 
or visit our 
website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/ 
highways 


v. 


yourmaidstonestyle 





























Why the recession isn't getting us down 
0 Don’t let debt get the better of you 
| Is working from home a cheaper option? 

Get an index-linked return on savings 

■ EU speaks out for small business 

■ Reasons behind company paid assistance 
Only one way for mortgage rates to go 

Thrive not survive 

Start saving, visit: 

www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

to download vouchers from our 
great savings booklets 


Three points of survival 
■ Communication is key in a downturn 
What to do if you need to close down 
| Splitting assests in a divorce court 



If you would like details on how you can include your business on vouchers for Kent, telephone today on 01303 817150 
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what’s inside 


Page 4 

Don’t let your small business 
suffer because your waiting for 
overdue payments - act now 

Page 5 

Is working from home really a 
cheaper option? You need to 
consider the legal requirements 
before cutting office ties 

Page 6 

Maybe it’s time to think about 
a new way of saving your 
hard-earned money 

Page 7 

The European Commission 
Vice President, responsible for 


enterprise and industry policy, 
Gunter Verheugen, talks about 
what’s being done to help small 
companies 

Page 8 

What are the real resaons 
behind firms dipping into their 
pockets to help staff being 
shown the door? 

Pages 9 

The only way is up for mortgage 
rates 

Page 10 

We look at the three important 
points of survival during the 
economic downturn 

Page 11 

Keep communication clear 
through the recession 


Page 12-13 

Even in the good times compa¬ 
nies close or are taken over. So, 
if the worst does happen, what 
do you need to do? We have 
advice from Business Link 
about the key points you will 
need to consider if you are 
thinking of selling or closing 

Page 14 

If you own a business and you’re 
going through a divorce you can 
take some comfort from a more 
realistic approach now towards 
the valuation of your assets 

Page 15 

Government efforts to use road 
tax to beat drivers into giving up 
gas guzzlers have met with 
mixed success 


Page 16 

Can diesel keep motoring 
against tougher emmission 
laws? 

Page 17 

Advice on how you can cut your 
driving cost by downsizing, 
planning journeys and smarter 
driving 

Pages 18-19 

Reaction to the Government’s 
£2,000 incentive towards scrap¬ 
ping an older car in return for a 
new one was lukewarm from 
trade and customers alike. Find 
out how some car makers have 
embraced the scrappage pro¬ 
gramme and how you can benefit 
from the new system when pur¬ 
chasing a new motor 


Good advice for difficult times 


THE experts can’t seem 
to agree - one day we are 
told the green shoots of 
recovery are peeping 
through, the next they 
are nowhere to be seen. 

Whatever the truth, it’s certain¬ 
ly going to be a while before we 


are all sleeping easy in our beds 
again and there are still plenty of 
choppy waters to deal with. 

That’s why this latest edition of 
Money Matters has plenty of good 
advice for consumers and busi¬ 
nesses who are all looking to 
reduce their costs, save money 
and do some serious planning for 
the future. 


And don’t forget to log onto 
vouchersforkent.co.uk for some 
great offers to save you cash. 

There are vouchers for motors 
and servicing, leisure food and 
drink, and retail trades and 
services. 

It couldn’t be easier to use, just 
go to the website, flick through 
the voucher booklets online and 


download the ones you want to 
use. 

Some of the offers have terms 
and conditions and time limits. 
So make sure you read all the 
information carefully, because 
we wouldn’t you to miss out on 
these great oppotunities to have 
some fun in these difficult times, 
and save yourself some cash. 


FOR ALL THE INFORMATION ON HOW TO INCLUDE YOUR BUSINESS ON 
V0UCHERSF0RKENT.C0.UK TELEPHONE K0S MEDIA ON 01303 817150 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ St Georges Chevrolet in Margate is offer¬ 
ing free three years’ servicing extended AA 
roadside membership with every new 
Chevrolet purchased 

■ Bourne Road Garage in Crayford is offer¬ 
ing free car mats with all Mazda purchases 
new and used 

■ GC Stevens & Son garden machinery and 
Woodstoves store in Sittingbourne is offer¬ 
ing 10 per cent off all garden machinery 

■ Oliver Carpets in Ramsgate and Herne 
Bay is offering 15 per cent off when you 
spend more than £600 

■ Spand Motors in Hythe is offering 10 per 
cent off MOTs when pre-booked 

■ Village Hotel in Maidstone is offering com¬ 
plimentary day pass for the Leisure Club 

■ Aylesford Self Storage in Aylesford is 
offering free man and a van for clients rent¬ 
ing storage for longer than three months 

■ County Garage in Herne Bay is offering 
15 per cent off any Ford accessories. 
Includes car mats, mudflaps, boot protec¬ 
tors, scuff plates, alloy wheels, roof bars, 
chrome tailpipe finisher, dog guards, roof 
boxes, parking sensors 

■ Owlers Nook in Broadstairs is offering a 25 
per cent discount on a second matching size 
2008 Christmas fragrance when you pur¬ 
chase any 2009 yankee candle at full price 

■ Maidstone Kia Motors in Maidstone is 
offering 10 per cent off all accessories 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 




Leeds^Castle 

KENT, ENGLAND 


m 



Pay once and visit all year round 


Set in 500 acres of beautiful parkland, Leeds Castle is worth a 
visit this season. From falconry displays and the aviary, through to 
the Knight’s Realm playground and the castle itself, it’s all yours 
to explore. Pay once, and your ticket allows you to visit time and time 
again for a whole year, including a full programme of daytime events. 


Henry Vlll’s Royal Jousting Tournament 


26-31 May 


Get your Key to the Castle: 

v?) - 

Adults £16.50, Seniors £13.50, Children £9.50 


Every ticket is valid for one year. 

V 4 

Terms and conditions apply, see website for details. Grounds open at 10am. 


Gardening & Craft Weekend 

6-7 June 

‘Plant to Plate’ Food Festival 

5-6 September 

Family Fun Weekend with Jousting 

19-20 September 

Tudor Flower Festival 

7-11 October 

Half Term Heraldry 

24 - 30 October 


Keep up to date with events by visiting www.leeds-castle.com 
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Follow Dad’s 
Army to defeat 
the recession 

By TONY PATEY 

DON’T panic, Mr Mainwaring - 
one in every three South East 
small business bosses are evoking 
the Blitz-type attitude and keep¬ 
ing their chins up as the economic 
bombs rain down during the 
recession. 

They’re refusing to let the recession get 
them down, insisting it has had no impact on 
their personal lives, according to new research 
from independent financier Bibby Financial 
Services. 

However, that does mean that two out of 
every three seem to have the opposite view ... 

Anyway, many business owners in the South 
East are adopting various ways of coping: 

• 47 per cent are refusing to cut out what 
could be seen as luxuries, such as 
Blackberries or company cars, which they 
clearly see as essential 

• 69 per cent are continuing with holiday 



plans or other time off 
•76 per cent are not getting any less sleep 
•71 per cent are not seeing any less of their 
family 

• 82 per cent are maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle 

• just 12 per cent are drinking more alcohol. 
Andy Leopold, Bibby’s spokesperson for the 



MILITARY STYLE: Businesspeople are taking Corporal Jones’ advice and refusing to panic, in 
fact many of them are hanging onto their ‘luxuries’ like Blackberries and company cars 


South East said: “Some might consider a 
Blackberry or company car a luxury, but for 
many small business owners in the South 
East today these are simply essentials which 
are helping with the day-to-day running of 
their business. 

“Whereas previously business owners in the 
region may have been prepared to neglect 
their personal lives in order to sustain their 
business, these days they recognise the impor¬ 
tance of trying to maintain some sort of work 
life balance, instead seeing time away from the 
business, such as holiday, as a tool to help 
them survive. 

“However, while it’s good to see business 
owners in the South East remaining positive, 
they also need to be prudent financially to get 


through the downturn and not completely 
throw caution to the wind. 

“With 77 per cent of business owners in the 
region now scrutinising finances more careful¬ 
ly, it’s clear cash flow remains king. Luckily 
there are still plenty of ways for the region’s 
business owners to stay on top of cash-flow 
issues and ensure those close to them don’t 
suffer in the process.” 

Indeed, all but 11 per cent of business own¬ 
ers in the South East polled say they have 
learned something new from the experience of 
this recession. Thirty three per cent have 
learned to keep a closer eye on cash flow, 26 
per cent have learned to plan better for the 
future and 14 per cent say they have become 
more shrewd. 
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Don’t let debt recovery 

drag your business down 



CHALLENGES: Take the right steps to maximise the chances of getting money owed to you 


By DAVID GREEN 

EVEN for companies currently 
managing to weather the economic 
storm there are still many chal¬ 
lenges to face. 

Not least is the fact that overdue bills or 
worse still, customer debts, are spiralling out 
of control. 

Ultimately, debt recovery is becoming one 
huge headache and more businesses than ever 
are having to spend their time chasing debt. 

Overdue bills can be a nightmare to manage, 
and if you’re a smaller business whose sur¬ 
vival is dependant on regular cash flow, the 
urgency of the situation is magnified. 

A good cash flow is critical for companies to 
be able to pay their staff and suppliers; not to 
mention if they are to have any hope at all of 
generating income for the owners and share¬ 
holders of the business. 

Taking the right steps from the outset will 
allow you to maximise getting the money 
rightly owed to you without damaging your 
business relationships. 

The first step is to ensure your terms and 
conditions are clear regarding payment, and if 
you are going to use an external company to 
collect overdue payments, make your inten¬ 


tions clear to your customer so there can be no 
misunderstandings. 

A solution needs to be put into action swiftly 
to give you every chance of getting your money 
back at the lowest cost to you. 

Many businesses find it hard to chase a cus¬ 
tomer for the debts, particularly where the 
customer is another business, as there is a risk 
that attempts to recover debts will be seen as 
aggressive and relationships can sour. 

Many companies lack confidence in making 
heavier demands for payment. Fears of losing 
future business coupled with emotional bag¬ 


gage can all to often interfere with this process. 

But it is important not to lose sight of the 
fact the customer has failed to pay you the 
money they owe and you simply can’t afford to 
jeopardise the financial stability of your own 
business or allow them to spiral into further 
debt. 

These concerns can be avoided by a simple 
and effective recovery plan. 

As the payment terms nea r their end, a 
‘friendly’ phone call can, if necessary, be fol¬ 
lowed up in writing to instigate a gentle 
reminder of the outstanding payment due 


and to re-emphasise your payment terms. 

What has to be avoided is continual phone 
calls and letters chasing a debt as this wastes 
your time and stops you from concentrating on 
new business. 

Enlisting the help of a recovery agent or a 
professional solicitor at the early stages could 
be beneficial in terms of saving you time and 
money in the long term, and it takes away the 
hassle and emotional concerns which often 
materialise. 

However, debt collection agencies will usual¬ 
ly charge a percentage of the total debt, which 
means they are likely to cherry-pick those 
larger debts and cases that will bring them a 
good guaranteed return, and this can be a 
costly option. 

In our view, the most efficient debt recovery 
model is to use a combination of all the various 
options, but don’t be afraid to allow those rep¬ 
resenting you to take the action that is neces¬ 
sary to recover the debt. 

Knowing the right path to choose with a 
debt and what action to take if, and when, a 
judgement is obtained is extremely important 
as many cases get to judgement and then are 
unable to be enforced. 

Debt recovery is not an exact science, but 
experience is all important. 

• David Green is spokesman for MTA 
Solicitors , which has an office in Bromley. 


LOG CABIN 
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Home is where the office is 



kl 


By JOHN GUTHRIE and DOUG SKILTON 

WITH the dole queue getting 
longer and recession-battling 
bosses seeking ways to cut costs, 
increasing numbers of people are 
starting to work from home. 

As many as one in seven of the working 
population are now homeworkers. 

The attractions of remote working are 
clear: the potential release from rental over¬ 
heads and the freeing up of commuting time. 

But there are practical and legal issues 
which must be balanced against the saving 
from office overheads before setting aside 
part of the home for business use. 

We’d like to consider those who work 
totally from home as opposed to the occa¬ 
sional home worker. In many cases internal 
alterations will be carried out to the home to 
facilitate that remote working. 

Planning permission is required when¬ 


ever there is a material change in the plan¬ 
ning use of a property. It is a matter of fact 
and degree in each case whether there has 
been such a change. 

The key question for people intending to 
run a business from home is whether the 
overall character of the house will change 
from being a private home as a result of the 
business. 

The most important factor to consider is 
the question of whether the business use is 
subservient to the residential use. The right 
to use land for a primary planning use 
includes the right to use it for a subservient 
or ‘ancillary use. 

However, there is no hard-and-fast rule for 
deciding the point at which running a busi¬ 
ness from home will fall outside the scope of 
ancillary use. 

Much will turn on the nature of the busi¬ 
ness use, but judicial guidance suggests that 
anyone using more than 10 per cent of their 
home for business use could be at risk of 
requiring separate planning permission 

Planning permission may also be 
required for any physical alter¬ 
ations that are needed to make the i 
property suitable for the business 
use. 

Compliance with building regu¬ 
lations will also ^ 

be needed if ^ 
there 


be 



any changes to the home. As an example, a 
hairdresser who decides to run their busi¬ 
ness from home should remember that not 
only do structural changes in the property 
require Building Regulation Consent but 
also simpler measures such as the installa¬ 
tion of a washbasin. 

Business rates, as opposed to council tax, 
will apply to the part of the home used exclu¬ 
sively for business. 

Remote workers should consider getting a 
separate phone line for their business to 
claim tax relief on business calls and also 
about reclaiming VAT on anything bought for 
business purposes. 

A remote worker should always check both 
their deeds and mortgage conditions, or their 
rental agreement, to ensure that there are no 
restrictions against running a business from 
home. 

If necessary they should apply for consent 
under the deeds and mortgage. 

Rubbish (often overlooked) is another prob¬ 
lem area and business waste should not be 
put in domestic refuse bins. Plastic business 
waste bags can be expensive. 

From a practical viewpoint, will customers 
of the business visit the home and upset the 
neighbours? If it is necessary to have client 
meetings should they be at the client’s prem¬ 
ises instead? 

Finally, remember to check that using 
your home for business will not invalidate 
your buildings insurance policy. 

• John Guthrie is an associate and 
Doug Skilton is a solicitor at 
Tunbridge Wells based Thomson 
Snell & Passmore. 

HOME OFFICE: There are 
practical and legal issues 
to working from home 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ H&H Flooring in Deal is offering free 
accessories with all laminate flooring 

■ KOS is offering £200 saving on the 
Toyota CB04T Mark II sewing machine. 
Only £99.99 inc p&p, RRP £299.99 

■ Park Holidays is offering £500 off select¬ 
ed caravan holiday homes see www.park- 
holidaysuk.com/kweb 

■ KOS is offering a traditional feather mat¬ 
tress with the innovative mattress topper 
from only £39.99, save over 50 per cent 

■ Maidstone Kia Motors in Maidstone is 
offering MOT for only £45 

■ KOS is offering five Global knives set, 
scissors and block. Only £199.99, save 
£150 

■ Bourne Road Garage in Crayford is offer¬ 
ing a free tank of fuel with all Mazda pur¬ 
chases new and used 

■ Spand Motors in Hythe is offering free 
mini valet with any full service 

■ Living Out Log Cabins in Chestfield, 
Maidstone is offering 10 per cent off 

■ Aylesford Self Storage is offering free 
used boxes for all storage customers 

■ Medway Stoves solid fuel heating store 
in Medway is offering free companion set 
with any stove purchased worth up to £50 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 
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Beautiful 

Bradgate Park 

Luxury Holiday Homes 

Situated in the Heart of Thanet 2 Miles 
to Broadstairs and walking distance to 
Westwood Cross. 

Luxury holiday homes on a lovely quiet park 
with heated swimming pool, gym, launderette, 
bar/restaurant, Wifi Broadband available. 

We are open almost all the year come and 
experience the difference at Bradgate 


Homes from £10,000 - £70,000 
New Twins from £50,000 


Phone Today 01843 823207 or 07815 823207 - 

Sorry not suitable for children • No Pets Download our offers at www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
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Guaranteeing 
a return for 

your savings 



SET: Putting your cash in National Savings & Investments certificates could be the answer 


By JEREMY GATES 

IF YOU believe our economy sits on 
a powder keg of inflation - and 
some fear its return might be the 
only salvation for Britain if Govern¬ 
ment plans to borrow £700 billion 
are carried through - there are 
sound arguments for savings which 
guarantee an index-linked return. 

If they ponder Chancellor Alistair Darling’s 
words carefully, savers might want an alterna¬ 
tive to banks or building societies for part of 
their savings. In any case, the three per cent- 
plus fixed-rate returns, now on offer from 
these institutions over two or three years, 
could look mean if inflation takes off. 

It was therefore not coincidental that Nat¬ 
ional Savings & Investments (NS&I) offered 
two new issues of Inflation Beating Savings 
certificates last week. Also called Index-linked 


certificates, they enable savers to invest a max¬ 
imum £15,000 per issue in three-year (19th 
issue) or five-year (46th issue) certificates. 

Dax Harkins, NS&I senior savings strategist 
says they usually make a new issue of Index- 
linked certificates when they change the rate: 
“In this instance, the rate stays the same - 
Retail Prices Index (RPI) plus one per cent - if 
held for the full term, but investors wanted a 
new issue to allow them to put more money in.” 

Opportunity 

As NS&I certificates are tax free, the equiv¬ 
alent rate is index-linking plus 1.25 per cent 
for basic rate taxpayers, and index-linking 
plus 1.67 per cent for higher rate taxpayers. 
On each anniversary, interest and index-link¬ 
ing are added to the certificate. 

The last issue was in June, 2008, which effec¬ 
tively means NS&I offers an opportunity to 
salt away up to £15,000 per person per year, or 
£30,000 per couple, with returns free of income 
tax and capital gains tax (CGT), like ISAs. 

Many savers value 100 per cent security for 
their cash. Index-linked Savings Certificates 


were launched by NS&I in 1975, and 600,000 
investors hold £16bn in them against £39bn in 
Premium Bonds, which get more promotion. 

With Premium Bond prizes falling to just 
one per cent, new £25 prizes have been intro¬ 
duced to ensure Bond holders win nearly one 
million prizes per month. With 39 billion 
Premium Bonds in circulation, the odds on 
any single bond winning are 36,000-1. 

As Premium Bonds lose some appeal, the 
threat of inflation makes Index-linked certifi¬ 
cates more attractive. If RPI goes negative 
they still guarantee the annual one per cent 
bonus on investments held to the end of their 
term. In fact, this is the first time a continuous 
period of deflation has been experienced since 
NS&I launched index-linked certificates. 

With personal tax levels certain to rise after 
the next General Election, there is a strong 
case for using NS&I products to hold more 
savings outside the tax net. However, savers 
should remember Inflation Beating Savings 
pay no interest at all on withdrawals after one 
year, with returns thereafter weighted to 
favour those who remain for the full term. 


“It won’t have you jumping up and down 
with excitement, but this product already pays 
a better return than many instant access sav¬ 
ings accounts, and returns could look good if 
inflation kicks in, maybe 18 months from now,” 
Mark Dampier at Hargreaves Lansdown said. 

Clearer 

Kevin Mountford, Moneysupermarket.com, 
says NS&I products should be in any balanced 
savings portfolio: 'With index-linking, you 
have the prospect of a fixed return, as opposed 
to accounts which are market-leading one 
moment and stragglers a few months later. 

“Here there is the prospect of a definite 
return, over and above the cost of living.” 

Andrew Hagger, Moneynet.co.uk, says for 
savers purely concerned with inflation, it’s a 
good home for your money. But he is not sure 
he would tie up money for that long at present: 
“Consider the West Bromwich BS E-Bond, pay¬ 
ing 4.3 per cent before tax on a one-year bond 
(min £5,000), or perhaps ICICI Bank’s Instant 
Access paying 2.45 per cent on a minimum £1, 
until the trend on rates becomes clearer.” 


Start living the dream ... 



• Ceramic wall & floor tiles 
Slate, marble, glass & porcelain 
• Underfloor heating 
• Free parking 


• Closed Mondays, 
Tues-Fri 9am-5pm, 
Saturday 9am-4pm 
Unique home selection service 
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WHY PAY MORE AT A SUPERSTORE 

Unit 3, The Old Brewery, Buckland Road, Unit 11, Warmlake Business Estate, Maidstone Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 0DZ Sutton Valence Maidstone, Kent ME17 3LQ 

Tel: 01622 691759 Tel: 01622 844211 

Email: rockstroceramics@btconnect.com www.thetilecellar.CO.uk 
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EU acts to help small companies 


By GUMTEB VERHEUGEN 

European Commission Vice President, responsible 
for enterprise and industry policy 


IN THIS present economic crisis 
everybody speaks about job losses 
in the big industries and big 
companies. 

Governments are keen to take action and to 
find ways to support them. But there is also 
another side of the coin: who cares about the 
millions of small enterprises which are strug¬ 
gling for survival? I do. 

Because I know, without entrepreneurs 
there are no enterprises, without enterprises 
there are no jobs. And, therefore, I am con¬ 
vinced that in the crisis we must strengthen 
our efforts to give small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) the best possible frame¬ 
work-conditions. 

Not being paid for the goods and services 
delivered is bad for a business in any circum¬ 
stances, but becomes dramatic today as the 
economic crisis reduces alternative sources of 
finance and diminishes demand. The distance 
to bankruptcy can get dangerously short. 

As government at all levels puts imagination 
to work looking for any useful measure to 
counter the crisis, they should not forget about 
the simplest - avoid the huge amount of 
invoices for the purchase of goods and services 
which they pay late after delivery. 

That is why the Commission has decided it 
was time to upgrade EU rules on late payment 
in commercial transactions and proposed pub¬ 
lic authorities should as a rule pay their bills 
within a maximum of 30 days. 

As an incentive to clear the bills in time the 



SMALL THINGS: Gunter Verheugen sees the 
value of enterpreneurs and small enterprises 


Commission suggests introducing a flat-rate 
compensation of five per cent cumulated with 
the late payment interest. In parallel, the 
European Commission commits itself to speed 


up its own payment for the purchase of goods 
and services. 

The proposal on late payments is only the 
latest in a series of initiatives to help SMEs 
taken by this European Commission since it 
took office in 2004 and which culminated with 
the proposal of the Small Business Act (SBA) 
in June of last year. This has found the agree¬ 
ment of all member States and the European 
Parliament. 

The SBA puts forward a complete policy 
framework to improve the overall approach to 
entrepreneurship and to promote SMEs’ 
growth by helping them tackle the remaining 
problems which hamper their development. 

The act applies to all companies which have 
fewer than 250 employees: 23 million across 
the EU. 

Key to this new policy framework is the 
application of the Think Small First principle. 
Henceforth, all public authorities in the EU 
are called to ensure that SMEs’ interests are 
always taken into account in policy making. 

The Commission has revised state aid rules 
to encourage Member States to do more for 
SMEs since public funding for training, 
research and development, environmental 
protection and other types of aid is important 
for SMEs. 

We have proposed a new statute for a 
European Private Company which will allow 
SMEs to start up and operate according to the 
same company law provisions throughout the 
European Union. 

Finally, I am happy to add that the Member 
States agreed to open up the option to 
apply reduced Value Added Tax rates for 
locally supplied services, including labour 
intensive services, such as hairdressing, cater¬ 
ing, and repair. 

To encourage and inspire new entrepreneurs 


who are planning to set up a new business, we 
have also launched an Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs - a European exchange pro¬ 
gramme to help entrepreneurs acquire rele¬ 
vant skills for managing an SME by spending 
time working in another EU country with an 
experienced entrepreneur. 

To free the hands of SMEs, we are cutting 
administrative burdens with full speed, eyeing 
the target to reduce administrative burdens 
on companies stemming from EU legislation 
by 25 per cent by 2012. 

For example, in January the Commission 
adopted a proposal for a revision of the VAT 
Directive to remove the barriers to electronic 
invoicing. The yearly reduction potential could 
be as high as 18 billion euros in the mid-term. 

Extra savings 

In the case of company law, the Commission 
proposed to allow Member States to exclude 
micro-enterprises, with ten employees or less, 
from the scope of EU accounting directives, 
which could bring additional savings of seven 
billion Euros. 

Moreover 24 Member States have given 
themselves a better regulation agenda. 

Since access to finance is essential for SMEs, 
notably in times of crisis, the European 
Investment Bank devoted 30 billion euros to 
SMEs in Europe in the form of new loans 
granted via commercial banks. This scheme, 
approved at the end of 2008, is actively sup¬ 
ported by the European Commission. 

Now is the time, once and for all, to cement 
the needs of SMEs in EU policy. To get out 
of the current crisis we need to clear the path 
for those who want to create more jobs and 
are the key drivers of innovation, who 
will need to master the ship towards a low car¬ 
bon economy. 
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To see this clip, search ‘driving’ 

yourkenttv.co.uk 







■ Julie Maddocks looks at how changing 
your driving habits could have a big 
_ effect on your pocket at the petrol pump 

Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ H & H Flooring in Deal is offering an extra 
10 per cent off all carpets 

■ Avalone Flooring Ltd in Strood is offering 
10 per cent off decorative flooring 

■ Avinco Limited aerial and satellite store in 
Ramsgate is offering 15 per cent off aerial 
installation 

■ GC Stevens & Son, garden machinery 
and woodstoves store in Sittingbourne is 
offering £10 off Honda mower servicing 
and £20 off Honda and Husqvama ride-on 
mower servicing 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


Firms are 
helping you 
out to help 
themselves 



REPUTATION: Employers help staff move on because 
they feel it encourages others to stay with them 


ByTONYPATEY 

THE truth always comes out - and 
when firms dip into their pockets 
to help staff being booted out the 
door through no fault of their own 
it’s not because the companies are 
being nice and kind. 

The real reasons, according to one of our 
biggest recruitment consultancies, are to 
maintain a good reputation, hold onto key 
employees - and help mangers to deliver the 
bad news. 

It’s euphemistically called outplacement, but 
it basically means easing unwanted or 
unneeded executives out of a company by pro¬ 


viding company-paid assistance in finding 
them new jobs. 

With short-term strategy firms cutting back 
on staff - as they always do come an economic 
downturn - more individuals are getting this 
type of support. 

Now a study by Reed Consulting has 
revealed that aside from what it says is the 
moral obligation, there are many reasons why 
firms cough up to offer help. 

A company spokesman: “In the event of a 
firm having to make redundancies, there is 
always the risk its reputation among potential 
employees and customers will be damaged. 

“Three quarters of firms felt provision of out¬ 
placement could improve the organisation’s 
reputation, while a half believed it could help 
make them be seen as an employer of choice.” 

Also, perversely, firms think it helps them 


retain staff. “Given its common proximity to 
redundancy programmes, respondents felt the 
provision of outplacement support helped the 
employer retain and motivate those staff not 
directly affected. 

“It is a commonly held view that up to 25 per 
cent of top performers leave an organisation 
within 90 days of a major change announce¬ 
ment being made. Two-thirds of respondents 
agreed that offering outplacement support for 
staff being made redundant helped retain 
those who remained.” 

The study also found that more than 70 per 
cent of employers believe offering outplace¬ 
ment helps line managers implement redun¬ 
dancies “with a clearer conscience” and 87 per 
cent of those interviewed felt it eased the pres¬ 
sure on them. 

Now we know. 


No chimney? No problem... 
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SPRING TIME OFFER 
15% OFF all Stoves & Installations 

purchased before 30th June 2009 
installed by 1st September* 


Specialists in Stoves & Fires 
- Wood & Multifuel 

• Supply & Installation of all 

types of flue systems 

• Pre-pack Fuel & Accessories 

• Chimneys Rebuilt & Repointed 
• NACS Registered Chimney Sweep 

• HETAS Registered Installer 




tsories 
pointed 
7 Sweep 
tallerljf^ 


43 Skinner Street, 
Gillingham, 
Kent ME7 1LG 


01634 855 098 


* SutqMLI to lufiitit A cortrftkMU 
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Are mortgage 
rates about to 
start going up? 



EIGHT weeks after the base rate 
hit a mind-boggling 0.5 per cent, 
last week’s decision by the Bank 
of England’s Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) to leave rates 
unchanged hardens the consen¬ 
sus that mortgage rates go one 
way from here - up. 

On the way down, tracker loans were a 
smart move for borrowers, shrinking month¬ 
ly repayments close to zero in some cases. 

As a new order takes shape, fixed-rate 
loans look a good defensive move for borrow¬ 
ers who fear rates, when they rise again, 
could stay high for some time. 

Among lenders, there’s a spring ‘nip’ in the 
air, a sense the worst is behind us. 

Gloom began to lift in mid-April when our 
biggest lender, Halifax, offered to pay up to 
£1,000 of a homebuyer’s council tax for a year 
to any borrower taking a mortgage with a 
deposit of at least 10 per cent. 

Are lenders actually keen to find new cus¬ 
tomers with house prices 
still falling, possibly by 
eight to 10 per cent for the 
rest of 2009? Plainly they 
are, because rivals have 
followed Halifax’s lead. 

Woolwich, the lend¬ 
ing arm of Barclays, 
has slashed rates on 
two, three, four and 
five-year fixes, start¬ 
ing at 3.69 per cent for 
two years (to maximum 
loan to value (LTV) of 70 
per cent). 

For remortgagers (max 
LTV 75 per cent), Abbey 
reckons its three-year fix 
at 4.09 per cent, seven- 
year at 4.99 per cent 
and 15-year at 5.38 
per cent, are its lowest 
in a decade. 

Abbey’s Nici Auchlam- 
Gardiner says their research 
shows that for remortgagers, a third are 
looking for a tracker, and over half will 
choose a two-year tracker. 

‘With a best buy rate of Base Rate plus 
2.45 per cent, borrowers should also serious¬ 
ly consider the two-year tracker.” 

Andrew Hagger at Moneynet.co.uk isn’t so 
sure: “There is a feeling trackers won’t look 
so good once rates move up again. New track¬ 
ers around 2.5 per cent over base mean a 
rate of 5.5 per cent if base rate gets back to 
three per cent,” he says. 

And trackers often have Early Repayment 
Charges lurking in the small print, expen¬ 
sive when borrowers get another loan. 

Fee-free deals are back in fashion too: 
Yorkshire Bank offers remortgages with no 
arrangement fees on fixed-rate, offset and 
current account loans. 

But Hagger says fee free is not always 
cheapest: “On a £150,000 loan over 25 years 
(75 per cent LTV), for instance, an HSBC fix 
at 3.99 per cent with a £599 fee costs £1,570 
less over three years than Alliance & 
Leicester’s fee free loan at 4.69 per cent.” 

Perhaps the most encouraging sign mort¬ 
gage markets are easing is HSBC’s £lbn 
offered as 90 per cent LTV loans - a two-year 


By JEREMY GATES 


fix at 4.99 per cent (fee £1,499), a two-year fix 
at 5.49 per cent (fee £199) and a lifetime 
tracker at 4.09 per cent plus base rate (cur¬ 
rently 4.59 per cent) with non-refimdable fee 
of £999. To qualify, HSBC borrowers must 
open a current account, which charges a 
monthly fee - and with access to current 
account details, the bank could make further 
efforts to sell financial products. 

HSBC, with its first direct subsidiary, could 
take 13 per cent of the 2009 mortgage mar¬ 
ket - against three per cent in 2007. It isn’t 
saddled with unprofitable mortgages hitting 
rival lenders who grabbed market share 
before boom turned to bust. 

Ray Boulger at brokers John Charcol says 
households should focus on two strategies at 
this stage. Firstly, money saved on low mort¬ 
gage rates should go to pay outstanding debt 
on mortgages, credit cards, and other loans. 
Don’t splurge on luxuries and holidays. 

Secondly, rates will be higher than they are 
today, so borrowers should be in a position to 
absorb them with comfort: “The key question 
is when rates rise. We could 
see a move in earfy-2010, 
or low rates could stay for 
two years. A big danger is 
that when the Bank of 
England injects its 
second £75bn into 
the economy - 
the first expires 
at the end of 
May - inflationary 
pressures could be 
unleashed, and rate 
rises would be need¬ 
ed to control them.” 

Whilst prices keep 
falling, borrowers who 
delay remortgag¬ 
ing could have 
problems find¬ 
ing a new loan 
in a year, if they 
need a higher LTV 
because of falling values. 

Darren Cook at Moneyfacts.co.uk is equal¬ 
ly fearful that lenders’ big concern is to play 
safe: “Banks, far from predicting the end of 
the slump, are hedging bets by increasing 
the number of their best mortgages to those 
fortunate enough to have a 40 per cent 
deposit. The average mortgage rate for a 60 
per cent LTV is 4.29 per cent, compared to 
5.29 per cent six months ago, and availabili¬ 
ty within this tier has risen too.” 

Boulger says some borrowers might still 
take a tracker loan with a ‘droplock’ option 
enabling them to lock into a fix later. There is 
a case, for example, for taking an HSBC 
tracker and switching when HSBC offers 
fixes for longer than two years. But borrowers 
may have to pay more for a higher LTV limit. 

“People keen to remortgage get a nasty 
shock from valuations at five to 10 per cent 
lower than they expected,” says Boulger. “My 
advice, if you have equity of less than 30 per 
cent, is to fix straightaway and in most cases, 
to take a five-year fix, which will look cheap 
if rates stay high for two to three years. 

“Borrowers on low LTVs (below 75 per 
cent) may have a case for not rushing into a 
fix. They should keep an eye on available 
deals, to fix in late-2009/earfy-2010.” 


%% 


THE MAGIC OF BEING CLOSE TO BIG CATS 

W H F is a charity based in Kent working hard to ensure the survival of big cat species. 

We are an active partner in the European Endangered Species Breeding Programmes 
and raise awareness and funding for cat projects around the world. 

WILD ENIGMA PHOTO SAFARIS 2009 


Price £99 per person, includes VAT, services of 
dedicated guide all day, buffet lunch, tea / coffee / 
soft drinks, afternoon tea and cakes. 

View our website for examples of the excellent 
images that can be obtained at the UK’s premier 
big cat photo opportunity. 

Wildlife Heritage Foundation 
Headcorn Road, Smarden 
Ashford TN27 8PJ 
Tel: 01233 771915 
Website: www.whf.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 1104420 

...protection is our passion 




aq uasphere 

bathroom solutions 



Full In-House Installation Or Supply Only 

Free On-Site Assessment & Design Service 

All Electrics, Tiling, Plastering Undertaken 

A Range of Bathrooms to Suit all Budgets 
& Tastes at Competitive Prices 

01227 794500 • 66 Heme Bay Road,Whitstable, Kent 

Visit our showroom or website to view our portfolio of products www.aquasphere.co.uk 
See our offer at www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 


Hami|t&ns 

Fine Kitchens 

Quality... Design... Imagination... 



Discover our stunning range of 
contemporary and traditional designs. 

FREE, no obligation home visit design and 
quotation. Full installation service, including 
all building works 


Find us at: The Tile Cellar, Warmlake Business Est, 

Maidstone Road, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, Kent ME17 3LQ 

Tel: 01622 844897 

www.hamiltonsfinekitchens.com 
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Spring into Beauty 

• AMAZING RESULTS • AMAZING VALUE 



TITAN 

SfeiR tightening G*(l Contouiung tieOteent 

A facelift without sutlery 

• Lifts and tightens jaws arvl fa<e * Lifts and tightens sagging neck 
• Uftx and tightens tagging upper arms 
Was £3SO per treotrrent NOW £250 per treatment 


Are you bothered 
by moles, skin tags 
or thread veins? 

tin L-.rirr.ni sieu a:LTim;., , ai.. , 5;u.;ri raca 


FREE CONSULTATION 



Wells Clinic 9 New Street, Ashford, Kent TN24 8TN 
Tel: 01233 661662 Web: www.wellsclinic.com 


Make a confident 
investment in key 
areas of business 


KENT’S business advisory serv¬ 
ice Business Link, says there 
are three areas to focus on if you 
want your firm to survive in the 
downturn. 

The report The Rise of the Super SME 
Through the Recession by research company 
Opinion Matters highlighted the fact that 
businesses which are confident about their 
future had increased or maintained levels of 
investment in one of the three key areas; IT, 
marketing and training. 

Investment does not necessarily mean a 
big cash outlay. It can be an investment of 
time, resources and knowledge focus - mak¬ 
ing the most of affordable options freely 
available through general purpose technolo¬ 
gy such as the internet. 

Almost half of all successful businesses 
surveyed (47 per cent) had kept up invest¬ 
ment in IT, indicating the IT infrastructure 
they had in place was helping to keep the 
workforce optimised for success. 

For example, businesses with a mobile- 
enabled workforce were found to be 60 per 
cent more likely to forecast an increase in 
growth during the next 12 months - indicat¬ 
ing the vital role flexible working practices 



DEVELOPMENT: IT is one of three key 
areas worth focusing on for the future 

and technologies play in successful business. 

Among successful businesses, 43 per cent 
had actually increased investment in mar¬ 
keting, contributing to their success and 
long-term prospects. 

You can get up to date with the latest low- 
cost online marketing trends at a sales and 
marketing event near you. 

Rather than cutting training budgets over 
the past 12 months, successful businesses 
were more likely to have increased invest¬ 
ment, with 39 per cent of these actually 
spending more on training in the last 12 
months than ever before. 


HAMLET# 








f 


Friday 29th May 
7.45pm 


f 


Three of Covent Garden’s well 
loved street performers 
return to Margate with their 
own shockingly new and very 
English version of HAMLET at 
Theatre Royal Margate on 
Friday 29th May at 7.45pm. 

This is Hamlet as it might 
have been if Shakespeare 
had written it as a comedy! - 
a cross between Mr. Bean 
and James Bond! 


The backdrop of the story is 

Elsinore castle, but made entirely from suitcases (well what else!). 

This is Hamlet with all the best bits, all the well-known quotes (and 
some completely made-up ones too), and loads of the gags that 
Shakespeare wishes he’d kept in! A great show for anyone that 
loves or loathes Shakespeare! 

‘‘good-natured, old fashioned, knockabout, showbiz fun” 

Lancashire Evening Post 



SPECIAL OFFER 

2 for £15 when showing KOS 
voucher or quoting KOS offer 

Tickets £12.50/El 0 concessions 
Friends Special £9 
Group discounts available 


Theatre Royal 


Box Office 0845 130 1786 
or 01227 787787 
www.theatreroyalmargate.com 



Fencing 
Garden 
Buildings 
Sheds 
Gates 
Pergolas 
Trellis 
Pavilions 
Decking 


Fencing & Sectional Building Manufacturers 


Kent County Council 
Trading Standards Approved 


By 
using 
only the 
best 
materials & 
construction 
techniques, we 
deliver superior 
timber buildings and 
fencing that enhance your 
home and garden. An erection 
service is available for all our 
products. Local delivery available. 

Why not come and visit our well 
stocked shop, yard and show site. 

T: 01227 712 913 F: 01227 713 400 
E: sales@quinneys.com www.quinneys.com 

Wealden Forest Park, 
Herne Common ( Next to Wildwood) 
Herne Bay Kent CT6 7LQ 

Opening Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Saturday 8.00am to 2.00pm 
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Keep people 
in the know 


By TONY PATEY 


CLASSROOMS can be crucibles 
of delight - and angst - when it 
comes to doing ‘practicals’, espe¬ 
cially in something like business 
studies, which most people would¬ 
n’t think of as hands-on subject 
like chemistry. 

But good teachers know memory is best 
primed when doing something rather than 
just being told 


/ 


I 



& 


about it, and business studies is no excep¬ 
tion. Take communication, one of the most 
important management tools. 

I used to start my A-level communication 
module with Chinese whispers - sticking a 
student in each comer of the room and get¬ 
ting them to verbally pass round a short 
message I wrote down for the first person to 
memorise. 

We all know the party game - the message 
ends up totally distorted at the end when the 
last student says what they had been told. 

I once did it with Chinese students; it blew 
their minds, because in China they had to sit, 
listen and leam by rote. Actually physically 
doing something like this was alien, almost 
embarrassing, for them - but the lesson was 
still leamt. 

When you’re running a business, word-of- 
mouth mmours can get out of hand and 
badly damage, even min, you. Send out the 
right message, in the right way, to internal 
and external stakeholders. And it’s even 
more important in an economic downturn. 

As a reporter I’ve had emails about what 
was going to happen in newspaper groups at 
the other end of the country - and when the 
announcements came I found the info I had 
received was only vaguely right. 


A mmour once swept round the world - in 
minutes - in the 80s that “Reagan was dead” 
- panic in all the markets, Wall Street and 
our stock exchange went berserk. But it was 
another Regan, different spelling, in the US 
administration - not dear old Ronnie. 

It can be easy to hide, take a quick holiday 
perhaps, when there’s bad news to give out, 
even just to keep inside your office and hope 
the world’ll go away. But it 
doesn’t work. 

“Do not hide,” is the 
advice of Paul A 
Argenti, professor of 
v corporate communica- 

I tion at Tuck School of 

Business, Dartmouth 
College. “Not hearing 
from you will breed 
additional suspicion and 
mistmst among stakeholders.” 
Communicate often and early, he 
says, and talk to people directly - 
hearing information straight from 

the horse’s mouth gives reassurance and 
stops distortion - and people can question 
you directly, not second-hand. That alone can 
diffuse difficult situations. 

Also, he says, get inside the media’s head. 
Try seeing how the press might spin your 
message. 

A difficult one, that. A lot depends on the 
medium, and this is where some really spe¬ 
cialised knowledge is called for, usually from 
someone in PR who has had a lot of experi¬ 
ence as a journalist or broadcaster. 

What they should tell you is that trying to 
put a gloss on something that doesn’t need it 
will soon be swept aside, and the information 
will be seen for what it is. 

Very few people have succeeded in hood¬ 
winking the media over bad news - the only 
time I’ve ever seen it done was when Harold 
Wilson was prime minister in the 70s. 

Inflation was rocketing, shock horror. Mr 
Wilson, a very clever man, brought in the 
first index-linked savings certificates - they 
were called Granny Bonds because they 
were for retired people (but, of course, every¬ 
one gave money to their grannies to cash in 
on them). 

The media gave the thumbs-up because 
people now had the chance to make some 
money. Until some maverick City reporter on 
a tabloid stood up at a press conference and 
asked: “Isn’t this giving people a vested inter¬ 
est in rising inflation, when we should be 
doing everything we can to bring it down?” 

No guesses for who that was... 







4’6” SLIDE STORE DIVAN SET 

with Deep Quilted 10” mattress 
(Usually £399.95) 

NOW £199.95 


EASY ACTION SOFA BEDS 

Singles from £299 
Doubles from £399 



MEMORY FOAM DIVANS 

with 1400 Pocket Sprung Mattress 
4’6” £749 Usually £879.95 
5’ £799 Usually £949.95 
with FREE Storage Drawers! 


Unit 5, Herne Bay West Trade Park, Sea Street, Herne Bay 
Tel: 01227 283700 Freephone 0800 0351221 www.bonesonbeds.co.uk 
OPEN: Mon - Sat 9.30am - 5.00pm 

See our Discount Voucher online @ www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
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RANGE ROAD, INO. EST..HYTHE 

£M8 OCfPSPSC/M/T? 


With specialist trained SAAB Technicians we 
are your only choice for your SAAB's repairs 
and servicing needs 

MOT due? Call now to book your appointment 

Need a NEW or NEARLY NEW SAAB? 

Call us NOW 

SALES - SERVICE - MOT'S - REPAIRS 
Call now on 01303 264700 www.banddspecialistcars.co.uk 


Create MAXIMUM s 
whilst using LESS s 

• Free Design • Choice of solidwood, 

& Quotation aluminium or laminated 

• Made to measure frames 

sliding wardrobe • Fitted interiors to 

system customer requirements 

• Saftey backed mirror or • Matching bedroom 

wooden panel doors furniture available 

torage 

pace! 

II 

El A&A GLIDEROBES 

Unit 9, Stour Valley Business 01227 731746 

Park, Ashford Rd, Canterbury Ca n t0 make an appointment 

| www.aa-gliderobes.co.uk 

(next to Wyevale Garden Centre) to view our showroom 


BIG DEALS! 

FROM PEUGEOT’S BIGGEST UK DEALER GROUP 


Robins & Day 
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MOT from 

£ 29.99 


SERVICE 

& MOT from 

£119.99 


www.robinsandday.co.uk/bigdeals 
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ROCHESTER 

209 High Street, Rochester 

01634 842231 

Email: info@robinsanddayrochester.co.uk 
Web: www.robinsanddayrochester.co.uk 


MAIDSTONE 

Mills Street, Maidstone 

01622 753333 

Email: info@robinsanddaymaidstone.co.uk 
Web: www.robinsanddaymaidstone.co.uk 


End of Season Clearance on 
Yankee Candles 


To Save 

25% on the 
Popular Yankee 
Candles Visit 

www. voucherforkent. co. uk 

For Your Voucher 




NOW 

IN STOCK 

NEW SEASON 
YANKEE CANDLES 

WITH A VARIETY OF 
NEW FRAGRANCES 


42 ALBION STREET, 
BROADSTAIRS, KENT 
CT10 1NE 


OWLER'S nook 

TEL: 01843 862130 
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To see this clip, search ‘banking’ 

@ ourkenttv.co.uk 


When it's time to move 



Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Living Out log cabin store in Chestfield, 
Maidstone, is offering 15 per cent off plus 
free delivery on all DIY log cabins 

■ County Garage Motors in Herne Bay is 
offering free protection pack worth up to 
£400. Free full tank of fuel, free Gard X Paint 
and interior protection, free front and rear 
mats, on all new or used vehicles 


■ Wells Clinic in Ashford is offering £50 off 
skin lifting and tightening lines and wrinkle 
treatments. Wrinkle reduction (b/tox) 

■ Baileys Nissan in Canterbury is offering 15 
per cent off all servicing 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 



STAFF: As an employer you are obliged to safeguard the rights of your workforce 


ByTONYPATEY 


EVEN in the good times compa¬ 
nies close or are taken over. So, if 
the worst does happen, what do 
you need to do? 

Business Link has the following advice 
about the key points you will need to consider 
if you are thinking of selling or closing. 

Who you need to tell 

Your tax and any official records concerning 
your business will need to be up to date and 
complete when you sell your company 

You should also inform all your customers 
and suppliers so they have the chance to raise 
any outstanding payments, credits and liabili¬ 
ties, and you can account for them when you 
finalise your accounts and tax affairs. 

You will need to follow the necessary statu¬ 
tory procedures and form filling to resolve any 
outstanding tax, VAT and National Insurance 
matters with HM Revenue & Customs 
(HMRC). 

If you are selling a company and there will 
be changes to its secretary or directors, you 
must inform Companies House. 

If you employ more than 50 people you will 
also need to take account of the Information 
and Consultation of Employees (ICE) 
Regulations. 

Employees 

You have obligations to safeguard their 
rights, finalise their pay and deductions, and 
issue their P45 form. You may also be able to 
offer them help in coping with the challenges 
arising from losing their job. 


The position of an employee with regards to 
rights to redundancy pay, company pension 
payments, etc, will vary according to the cir¬ 
cumstances of the business closure (eg, insol¬ 
vency, voluntary liquidation), the business 
type (eg, partnership, limited company, sole 
trader) and the length of the employee’s 
employment to date. 


Tax and VAT when closing 

When you close your business, HM Revenue 
& Customs (HMRC) will need to assess how 
much your final tax bill should be. It is essen¬ 
tial to let HMRC know of any possible tax lia¬ 
bilities you have as soon as they are known, 
even if you are currently unable to pay the tax 




• New Stihl/Viking ride on Mowers SB CC Slirvonsf 

• Stihl Chainsaws, Hedge Cutters & Strimmers 

• Husqvarna Chainsaws & Strimmers 


Take advantage of our money saving offers* 
Download our vouchers online at vouchersforkent.co.uk 

•ft# Off Honda Movmi untieing A fa# Off Honda A Hutqpwaa R kJw on untieing 

n machinery 

l’*mj to i«ut ^oxen 

I nto JUKI * Hrwl Stirwh^mv 

or visit w ww.gcstevens.co.uk 





SELF STORAGE 

Need more space for 
work or home? 

RENT OURS! 

Purpose built indoor lockups available now, 
on short or long term rentals. Prices from £8.00 per week. 
Units are located in a flood-lit secure concrete based yard. 

• Fully Insured, No Minimum Rental Period 

• Packaging Materials Shop 

Supplying Boxes (New & Secondhand), 

Bubblewrap, tissue, Assorted Covers, Wardrobe Boxes, 

Tape, Pens, Padlocks Etc 

• Free Delivery To The Maidstone Area 

• Business & Domestic Storage 
• Purpose Built Rooms 25-225 sqft 

• Yard Container Storage 

10'& 20'Units With 24/7 Access 

• Offices For Rent 

• Self Storage www.kentnews.co.uk 


• Lockable Units 

• Business or Personal 

• 1 m x 1 m Lockers from £5.00 a week 

• Document Storage 

• Sprinter Van & Driver For Hire 



See our special offers online at 



• Pallet Bulk Storage 
• Forklift on site 


Tel: 01622 715730 "a- mmfot to STORE 


www.aylesfordselfstorage.co.uk 

Old Mill Lane, Aylesford North, Kent ME20 7DT 

To find us take Forstal Rd, Beddow Way; Pratling St , Old Mill Lane 
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on from your business 



PAPERWORK: Assets will need to be brought up to date for your final day of business 


you owe. If business assets are sold and the 
proceeds go to the individual owners of the 
business, or if shares in the company are sold, 
the individuals concerned may have to pay 
Capital Gains Tax. 

If you are VAT registered, you will need to 
inform HMRC. Once they are satisfied that 
your registration should be cancelled they will 


confirm the date and issue a final VAT return, 
on which you account for VAT on stock and 
certain assets on hand at the close of business 
on the day your registration is cancelled. 

Insolvency and bankruptcy 

Bankruptcy applies to individuals, and is 
one route you can take if you are a sole trader 


or partner in a partnership and have debts 
you cannot pay. 

It trees you from your debts, but your assets 
are divided among your creditors and restric¬ 
tions may be placed on your future business 
activities by a Bankruptcy Restrictions Order 
issued by a court if your conduct is considered 
to have been dishonest or blameworthy - this 
can last between two years and 15 years. 

A company may be forced to close by being 
taken to court by its creditors, lenders, share¬ 
holders, or by the Government or legal author¬ 
ities seeking to wind up the business. 

Alternatively, the owners or directors of the 
business may decide not to continue operating 
the business and apply to have the business 
wound up. 

The court may rule that the company is 
passed into the hands of the Official Receiver. 
The receiver runs the company in the best 
interests of creditors and shareholders until 
its liquidation - ie, the sale of the company's 
assets. Any money raised is used to pay off the 
company's debts. 

Tax and VAT when selling 

You will need to follow the necessary statu¬ 
tory procedures to resolve any outstanding 
tax, VAT and National Insurance matters with 
HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC). 

When you sell a business, you may have to 
pay Capital Gains Tax if you made a profit - 
referred to as a gain - from the sale of the 
assets. But, if you use the proceeds from the 
sale to buy another business, you might be 
able to defer the gain through business asset 
roll-over relief. 

If your company is registered for VAT, con¬ 
tact HMRC and complete form VAT 7 to can¬ 
cel your registration, or form VAT 68 to trans¬ 
fer your registration to the new owner. 


To see this clip, search ‘ready meals’ 

@ yourkenttv.co.uk 



322L 


WtfinrJ, 


| Growing your own food is back in 
fashion, alongside the rediscovery of 
_ * old fashioned kitchen skills 

Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ KOS is offering Pulsar Kinetic Watch at 
only £49.99 (inc p&p) no battery required, 
saving more than 50 per cent on RRP 

■ A&A Gliderobes in Canterbury is 
offering up to £100 off 

■ Avinco Limited in Ramsgate is offering 
free consultation on digital TV 

■ KOS is offering goose down surround pil¬ 
lows from only £24.99 inc p&p, save up to 
£125 on RRP 

■ KOS is offering a Snugfit mattress topper 
from Slumberdown from only £69.99, save 
up to £40. Various sizes available 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 




Pre-t>ouK your table at rjrlll at 

VILLAGE Ma*dstono. just off J6 M20 

telephone 01 622 672200 


grill 
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To see this clip, search ‘holiday’ 


@ ourkenttv.co.uk 



Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ KOS is offering a leather organiser hand¬ 
bag by Jane Shilton only £49.99 inc p&p 
saving £40 off RRP 

■ Colgate Garage doors in Canterbury is 
offering 15 per cent off some garage doors 

■ KOS is offering ultra-slim Danish Skagen 
watches for men and women only £69.99, 
saving £20 on the RRP 

■ Maidstone Kia Motors in Maidstone is 
offering 10 per cent off all accessories 

■ Aquasphere bathrooms store in 
Swalecliff is offering an accessories pack 
worth £100 with every new bathroom 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


Divorce 

split up 

NOT all problems faced by busi¬ 
nesspeople are just in the board- 
room and workshop. 

If you own a business and you’re going 
through a divorce you can take some comfort 
from a more realistic approach towards the 
valuation of your assets, says a Kent lawyer. 

Susi Gillespie, a solicitor specialising in 
divorce at law firm Furley Page, says the 
change of heart follows a recent High Court 
judgment where a wife’s claim following a 15- 
year marriage hinged on the estimated value 
of her husband’s restaurant business. 

The wife reckoned it was worth £5.3 million 
and the husband £1.7m. In summing up, the 
judge stressed that the valuation of a business 
was an art not a science and ultimately a mat¬ 
ter of opinion. He also pointed out that the 
business in question had been operating suc¬ 
cessfully at the same site for more than 30 
years, so it couldn’t be defined as solely matri¬ 
monial property. 

The judge refitted the wife’s unsubstantiated 
claim that the family had received benefits in 
kind from the business which were equivalent 
to £80,000 a year. 

Ms Gillespie said: “Detailed evidence from 
forensic accountants and an expensive dispute 
over the exact value of the business may be 
pointless if the business is the means by which 
the husband is going to earn his income and 
maintain the family in the future. 

“The case also shows that where a business 
was started before a marriage, the husband 


doesn’t have to 
your business 



FALL OUT: Susi Gillespie, inset, says the courts are more realistic about business assets 

will get some credit for the value it had to be properly demonstrated if they’re going to 
already acquired so its total value won’t be be reflected in the value of a business.” 
treated as part of the matrimonial pot. Just as Established in 1725, Furley Page has offices 

important, this case highlights the need for in Canterbury, Chatham, Whitstable and 
allegations of fringe benefits from a business Lloyd’s of London. 


Prepare far digital 
switch o\/er now 



Digital TV: Are you ready? 

Prepare for the switch over 
with our FREE consultation. 

Please see vouchersforkent.co.uk 

Tel: 01843 584040 

FREESAT Installer 


TV & Radio Aerials 
Freesat Systems Supplied & Installed 
TV & Satellite Systems 

Including Installations for flats 

Free Advice & Estimates 

Domestic, Communal & Commercial 

Perfect Your 
Home Viewing 

We Offer: 

Plasma/LCD; Setup Multi-Room 
& Mounting Sound System 



S3 Avinco Limited dl €S3 

Unit 2, Stanley Place, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7NR 

Email: sales@avinco.co.uk Tel:01843 584040 www.avinco.co.uk 
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BIG SAVINGS: Check out small cars like the Chevrolet Matiz and Mazda2 to cut your fuel bills and emissions - and your road tax 

Road tax weapon is blunted 
but drivers can save money 


By STEVE LOADER 


GOVERNMENT efforts to use 
road tax to beat drivers into giving 
up so-called gas guzzlers have met 
with mixed success. 

There can be no doubt that escalating tax or 
vehicle excise duty (VED) over the past couple 
of years has helped fuel downsizing, but there 
was outcry after the March, 2008, Budget at 
‘draconian’ rates to be applied to larger cars, 
especially with the recession looming. 


Consequently, Chancellor Alistair Darling 
backtracked last November and proposed 
amended charges from April 1, 2009, to soften 
the blow at the top end of the market, though 
the Government says VED will continue to be 
amended in future to maintain the downward 
force in vehicle sizes and emissions. 

They will also continue to be based on C02 
emissions rather than fuel consumption and 
apply only to cars registered after March 1, 
2001; inconsistent emissions data on older 
cars means these are taxed simply at 
£120/year if the engine is l,549cc or less and 
then £185 if it is above - something of a bar¬ 
gain for the owners of large older ‘gas guzzlers’ 


if they are content to bear higher fuel bills, opt 
for a £1,500-2,000 LPG (liquid petroleum gas) 
conversion or cover relatively few miles. 

The new rates are weighted even more in 
favour of the latest, cleanest and most miserly 
small cars. Models emitting lOOg/km of C02 
or less, like the new Ford Fiesta ECOnetic, for 
instance, qualify for Band A or zero rating. 

The payable steps are: Bands B and C (101- 
120g/km) - £35; Bands D and E (121-140g/km) 
- £120; Band F (141-150g/km) - £125; Band G 
(151- 160g/km) - £150; Bands H and I (161- 
180g/km) - £175; Bands J and K (181- 
225g/km) - £215; Band L (226-255g/km) - 
£405; Band M (255g/km plus) - £405. 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Avalone Flooring Ltd in Strood is offering 
10 per cent off carpets 

■ Wells Clinic in Ashford is offering £25 off 
removal of skin tags, moles, verrucas, warts, 
red veins, cysts and skin peels 

■ KOS is offering an Alex classic light, one of 
the world’s best reading lights, from £84.99. 
Save up to £30 

■ Bones on Beds in Herne Bay is offering 10 
per cent off mattresses 

■ KOS is offering a porous seepage hose, save 
time and money and use up to 70 per cent less 
water. From only £19.99 save £35 on RRP 

■ Blakes Hair & Beauty in Canterbury is 
offering 50 per cent off first appointment (cut 
and style) 

■ KOS is offering luxury Egypitian cotton 400- 
count percale bed linen. Save 40 per cent 

■ Theatre Royal in Margate is offering two 
tickets for £20 New English Contemporary 
Ballet, June 12 

■ KOS is offering a Karcher pressure washer 
kit £99.99 including free accessories save £116 

■ Lexterten furniture store in Westgate-on- 
Sea is offering £300 off all dining suite orders 
over £2,000 

■ Hobbs Parker car auctions company in 
Ashford is offering cars from £500 every 
Monday and Wednesday, Orbital Park Ashford 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 




£t 8,995 


' Fiat Hymer 

Camp Swing C554 

•22,000 Miles - Tow Bar 
• 3 Passenger Seatbelts 
• Bike Rack 
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Brownhills 

www.brownhills.co.uk 


Brownhills South East 

Howfield Lane, Chartham, 
Canterbury, Kent CT4 7HG 

Tel: 0845 603 0815 


Brownhills | 

Motorhomes Ltd 


All offers supercede all previously advertised offers, offers not in conjunction with any other offer. Management reserves the right to decline or alter these offers. All prices/information correct at time of going to print. Illustrations for visual purposes only. 
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To see this clip, search ‘recycling’ 


@ yourkenttv.co.uk 




We all know recycling can be good 
for planet. But did you know it can 
also save you money? 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 


■ KOS is offering Sanderson Summer 
Breeze Bedlinen with a saving of £50 on RRP 

■ Avalone Flooring Ltd in Strood is offering 
10 per cent off laminates 

■ Lexterten furniture store in Westgate-on- 
Sea is offering £200 off for every £1000 
spent on home office furniture 

■ Village Hotel in Maidstone is offering half 
price draft beer or glass of wine with any 
burger from the new menu 

■ Blakes Hair & Beauty in Canterbury is 
offering 15 per cent off any Kersastase 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


Fuel for 
thought 


THERE are signs that diesel - the 
wonderfuel of the past - could run 
out of puff as the race to cut emis¬ 
sions and save money gets tougher. 

Its original appeal was the cheapness of the 
fuel, greater mpg and the better low down 
pulling power of the engines and their ability 
to meet tighter emissions legislation. 

However, diesel now commands an increas¬ 
ing premium against petrol and there are 
doubts whether the engines can continue to 
meet ever tougher emission laws. 

Meanwhile, petrol has hit back with smaller, 
lighter and cleaner engines with turbocharg¬ 
ing for flexibility, while there are other options 
emerging to save money and the planet. 

Hybrid 

These partner conventional engines with 
electric units, but two powerplants and power 
supplies - fuel tank plus batteries - mean 
extra weight, while production complexity 
raises prices so buyers must cover many miles 
to balance this. Motorway mpg is hardly better 
than a standard car. High toxicity of the bat¬ 
teries is also a worry at the end of the car’s life. 

LPG 

Liquid petroleum gas seems an excellent 
alternative fuel due to lower duty and emis¬ 
sions and cheaper car tax. However, the 



IN THE TANK: Diesel versions of cars like the Peugeot 207 (main picture) have fuelled the 
drive to small diesels, but is petrol fighting back? Alternatively you can buy a petrol and 
LPG Proton GEN-2 (top) for the same price as a standard petrol model 


calorific value and consequent mpg is slightly 
lower than petrol and it will cost at least 
£1,500 to convert an existing vehicle. 

There are more LPG filling points across the 
country than before though and LPG costs 
about half that of petrol and diesel at the 
pump and emits less C02 and with fewer NOx 
and particulates. 

Electric 

These should be cheap to run, but battery 
technology cannot yet guarantee ranges to sat¬ 


isfy. There is the worry too that emissions are 
simply transferred from an exhaust pipe to the 
chimney of a fossil fuel-burning power station. 

Biofuels 

Fuel derived partly from vegetable matter 
appeals since plants absorb C02 during 
growth and simply release it again when 
burned. Most road fuels in the UK will contain 
at least five per cent biofuel by next year, but 
there is concern that using arable land to grow 
‘biofuel’ will strain global food supplies. 


REASONS TO BE 

CHEERFUL 


A new Rio for £5,195.' 


The Government and Kia will give you £2,000 towards a lovely 
new Rio when you scrap your old car. Mr Darling, we salute you. 


1 


2 Cleaner, more efficient cars 
are cheaper to run. 


Lower emissions and lower Road Tax = lower running costs. Brilliant. 


The Government giving away money. 



FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES IN MPG (L/100KM) FOR THE RIO RANGE ARE: URBAN: 52.3 (5.4) - 30.7 (9.2). EXTRA URBAN: 68.9 (4.1) - 50.4 (5.6). COMBINED: 62.8 (4.5) - 40.4 (7.0). OFFICIAL 
COz EMISSIONS ARE: 119-165 G/KM. 

*Model shown is Rio 1.4 @ £5,195 On The Road (0TR) after deducting £2,000 Government and Kia Scrappage incentive. Government Scrappage incentive applies to cars or vans registered on or before 31 July 1999 only when traded in against new cars. Scrapped vehicles must have 
been registered to the purchaser for at least the 12 months preceding the purchase of the vehicle and be MOT'd and taxed. Terms and conditions apply. Prices correct at time of going to press and specifi cation is subject to change without notice. 0TR price includes VAT, number 
plates, delivery, 12 months Government VED and vehicle fi rst registration fee. 
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Drive clever - save better 



SAVINGS: You can cut motoring bills through better driving and downsizing to a city car like the new Nissan Pixo or Skoda Fabia supermini 


By STEVE LOADER 


MAN and machine in harmony can 
slash pounds off your motoring bill. 

The key is to downsize and run a cheaper car 
and then save even more by smarter driving 
and journey planning. 

Avoid short journeys and get fitter by walk¬ 
ing or cycling; a cold engine wastes fuel and 
can produce 60 per cent more pollution than a 
warm one and short car journeys require extra 
servicing and wear the engine faster. 

If you must drive then follow these tips from 
the Institute of Advanced Motorists and RAC 
Foundation: 

• Plan your route to save strain on car and 
driver. Take the most direct route - a sat nav 
can help - and go off peak if possible. If you 
commute, think about car sharing, Park and 
Ride bus schemes or other public transport. 

• Have your vehicle serviced regularly. 
Neglected engines reduce fuel economy by 
ten per cent or more. Catalytic converters do 
clean emissions, but only when they are prop¬ 
erly maintained. 

• Check tyres - under-inflated tyres need 
replacing more often (itself an environmental 
problem), are dangerous and waste fuel. 
Check pressures weekly. 

• Obey speed limits to save money and stay 
legal. Feather the throttle as you reach cruis¬ 
ing speed; 56mph uses 25 per cent less fuel 
than 70mph and a smoother driving style 
saves fuel. 

• Accelerate briskly without racing the 
engine - pulling away too fast uses up to 60 
per cent more fuel. Intelligent gear changes 


at modest engine speeds can save up to 15 
per cent in fuel. 

• Reduce drag - remove roof racks and 
carriers when not in use. Open windows 
cause drag and lower fuel economy. Remove 
unnecessary and heavy boot luggage and 
accessories and wide tyres that add rolling 
resistance. Air conditioning costs fuel too so 


try to use the fan and vents unassisted. 

• Buy green fuel and use less. Look for low 
sulphur diesel (City diesel) or cleaner petrol 
(low sulphur/aromatics). Consider a conver¬ 
sion to LPG (liquid petroleum gas) - half the 
price of petrol and cleaner. 

• Think ahead - there is no point rushing 
and then having to brake suddenly. 


• Be a tank miser. Why fill the tank right to 
the brim and slow down your car by carrying 
more weight than is necessary? 

• Turn off the engine after two minutes to 
save fuel and emissions if stuck in a jam. 

• For more eco driving tips see Julie 
Maddocks’ online video report at: 
http:llwww.yourkenttv. co. uk!community. 


Who would you trust 


to service 
yourVauxhall? 

Vauxhall trained technicians 

A 

A 

A 

4 

Tom 

Dick 

MasterFit 
Harry trained 
technician 


• 

✓ 

Genuine Vauxhall-approved parts 


• 

✓ 

Clear fixed price servicing & repairs 


• 

✓ 

Latest diagnostic tools and equipment 


• 

✓ 

Latest Vauxhall safety enhancements 


• 

✓ 

Regulated by the Motor Industry Code of Conduct 

• 

✓ 

Full manufacturer’s warranty + 


• 

✓ 

Locally checked prices* 


• 

✓ 


Servicing 

,r ° m £135 

For further information or to 
book call Pomphreys on 01795 
476222 


You’re miles better off at Vauxhall MasterFit. 


Vauxhall 

MasterFit 


Pomphreys 
01795 476 222 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 




London Road 

Bapchild 

Sittingbourne 


VAUXHALL 



Service offers are only valid for Vauxhall Corsa C registered before 01/01/2006. Retail sales only. Offers valid for Vauxhall vehicles at the above 
Vauxhall MasterFit Retailer only and subject to availability. All service and parts include parts, labour and VAT but exclude pollen filters. All prices 
include VAT. ‘Prices checked locally within a 5 mile radius of the above Vauxhall MasterFit Retailer. tExcluding tyres which come with manufacturer's 
own warranty, this does not affect your statutory rights. Offers valid until 31st March 2009. ©General Motors UK Limited 2008. (Vaux64017) 



ZERO /S SUCH A 
BEAUT/EUL HUMBER/ 


M3ZD36 7.35 

Now with typical 0% APR A 
with 50% deposit required. 

The New Mazd6 features allloy wheels, 
climate control, electric windows all round. 

A lovely edtion to a growing family and the vesatility 
of for all those BIG events! 

Prices from 

£14,995 OTR 


M3ZD3 MX-5 COUPE 
& SOET TOP 

Now with typical 0% APR A 
with 50% deposit required. 

Fantastic styling, fantastic offer. Featuring a 2.0 
engine heated leather seats, climate control air- 
conditioning. 

Prices from 

£15,995 OTR 


All models within the Mazda range come with 3 years manufacturer warranty, 

3 years roadside assistance and 7 days drive away insurance. 

Contact us today to order your new vehicle, this is a limited offer to specific vehicles! 



Bourne Road Garage Ltd - Your local Mazda Dealer for 36 years 

Bourne Road, Crayford, DAI 4BU 

Tel 01322 521595 www.mazda-cars.com 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Mazda range: Urban 18.0 (15.7) - 55.4 (5.1), 

Extra Urban 31.0 (9.1) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 24.6 (11.5) - 68.9 (4.3). C02 emissions (g/km) 107 - 299. 

Retail sales only. Subject to availability at participating dealers only on vehicles registered between 01 April 2009 and 30 June 2009. A 0% finance available 
on Mazda Hire Purchase and Mazda Personal Contract Purchase on all Mazda 2, Mazda3 , Mazda5, Mazda 6, Mazda RX8, Mazda MX-5 and New Mazda3. 
Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantees/Indemnities may be required. Mazda Financial Services RH1 
1SR. . Models shown:. Mazda3 2.0 5dr Sport. OTR price £16,257. . Mazda6 2.5 5dr Sport. OTR price £19,326. Mazda MX-5 Roadster Coupe 2.0i Sport. OTR 
price £20,657. All models shown (excluding Mazda RX-8 R3) feature optional metallic/mica paint (£385). On the road prices include 15% VAT, number plates, 
delivery, 12 months' road fund licence, 1st registration fee, 3 year or 60,000 mile warranty and 3 years' European Roadside Assistance. Details correct at time 
of going to print. All models now available with free 7 day drive away insurance. 
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ssi New car deal starts 



OFF THE ROAD: The new scheme encourages you to send your old car for scrap 


■ Blakes Hair & Beauty in Canterbury is 
offering 10 per cent discount when booking 
together a manicure and pedicure plus any 
two waxings of your choice 

■ Maidstone Kia in Maidstone is offering 
free set of mats with any new car pur¬ 
chased before May 31 

■ KOS is offering all-seasons duck duvet, 
two duvets that button together from only 
£39.99. Save over 50 per cent 

■ Wildlife Heritage Foundation Animal 
Park in Ashford is offering an amazing day 
being close to big cats. All-day dedicated 
guide with buffet lunch, tea/coffee for only 
£99 

■ Robins and Day Motors in Maidstone, 
Canterbury and Rochester are offering 
MOTs from £39.99. Service and MOT from 
£129.99 and seasonal checks from £19.99 

■ H&H Flooring in Deal is offering free 
underlay upgrade on all carpets 

■ KOS is offering big button digital cord¬ 
less phones just £24.99 save £20 

■ Canterbury Hyundai in Canterbury is 
offering £29.95 MOTs while you wait 

■ KOS is offering a set of Bypass AND anvil 
secateurs for just £16.99, save £10 

■ KOS is offering a Remington Titanium 
Washable Shaver only £49.99 inc p&p, save 
£50 off RRP 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


By STEVE LOADER 


REACTION to the Government’s 
£2,000 incentive towards scrap¬ 
ping an older car in return for a 
new one was lukewarm from trade 
and customers alike. 

Carmakers and dealers could also be forgiv¬ 
en for biting their lips on learning that they 
must contribute half the Government’s two 
grand giveaway. 

Nevertheless, most of the trade has not only 
embraced the deal, but put extra incentives on 
the table, such as even more cash, extra speci¬ 
fication and zero per cent finance - though 
this is no longer a big deal when interest rates 
are so low 

On the other hand, consumers with savings 
will know they are receiving precious little 
return and it is tempting to seek a psychologi¬ 
cal boost from buying a new motor that should 
be cheaper to fuel and tax. 

Canny buyers will also know they should get 
a shed-load of discount at the moment, 
whether or not they currently drive a "banger’ 
ten years old or more and qualify for the scrap- 
page grant. 

Of course, anyone who has a scrapper to 
cash in has a further bargaining chip not to be 
tossed lightly into the deal. 

Britain’s market leader Ford says buyers 
can expect up to £5,000 off some of its cars, 
including the scrappage allowance. 

Look at the extremes of the market to make 
the best use of the scheme though. A £2,000 
grant buys a lot of any small car like the 
Hyundai ilO - Germany’s scrappage scheme 


has boosted ilO sales by 662 per cent - and you 
could not expect usually to get a few hundred 
quid off when profit margins on small cars 
match their size. However, a £2,000 handout 
makes it more affordable to someone on a tight 
budget and it will be cheaper to fuel and tax 
and better for the environment. 

At the other end of the scale, what about 
that Beemer you always wanted? Check out a 
BMW 116d (from £17,605). You would normal¬ 
ly struggle to get money off - certainly not 
£2,000 - and you start saving even more with 
an average of 60mpg. 

Anyone buying a new car is still taking a big 
step though unless they aim to save longer 
term though lower fuel bills and road tax. 

The Government is using escalating road 


tax or VED (vehicle excise duty) to drive peo¬ 
ple into smaller and cleaner cars and a new 
scale of zero to £405/year came into force on 
April 1 (see previous page) and is set to 
become tougher. 

By 2010, gas guzzling limos or 4x4s may face 
£950 road tax in the first year, although any¬ 
one spending £50-100,000 on a car is unlikely 
to be put off by such a paltry sum. As a result, 
some manufacturers have produced models 
exempt from VED, by sneaking below the 
lOOg/km C02 emissions mark into band-A. 

Most manufacturers also now have an ‘Eco’ 
sub-branding for their lowest emission models 
- Vauxhall uses the ecoFLEX sub-branding. 

Brilliant as they are, ‘eco’ models often cost 
more since they have diesel engines and spe- 


The Fabia GreenLine, 

tax-free. 


Not content with building our most fuel efficient car ever, we decided to go 
one step further. Its highly efficient 1.4 TDI PD engine delivers up to 83.1 
mpg* and low C0 2 emissions of 109 g/km. 

At Sherlodge save up to £1,450 off 
the RRP. The Fabia GreenLine 
is easier to run, and now 
it's even easier to buy. 


A Fabia, tax-free. 

Which is much nicer than a 
Fabia that's not tax-free. 




At Sherlodge, we've reduced the price, so it'll 
be like not having to pay the VAT. 

This represents a potential customer 
saving of up to £1,700 RRP.* 

Fabia prices start from only 

£7,208 RRP 



Up to 83.1 MPG* 

£35 per year road tax 


Skoda. Manufacturer of happy drivers. 


Model shown is Fabia GreenLine 1.4 TDI PD 80bhp DPF at £10,253.04 RRP. Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the Fabia GreenLine: Urban 53.3 (5.3), Extra-urban 83.1 (3.4), Combined 68.9 (4.1). C0 2 emissions for the 
Fabia GreenLine 109g/km. Reduction applied to the RRP including factory fitted optional extras and is the equivalent of VAT at 15%. VAT is applicable and will be shown on the customer's invoice. Excludes Channel Islands. Offer subject to availability and may be amended or withdrawn at 
any time. Please see retailer for full terms and conditions. 


Sherlodge Garage 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 


KENTS LEADING BUSINESS 
SALES CENTRE 


01634 377 444 

email: sherlodgew@btconnect.com 
website: www.sherlodgegarage.skoda.co.uk 
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MONEY MATTERS 


XIX 


to make more sense 



INCENTIVE: Vauxhall has embraced the Government’s scrappage programme, but is topping up the £2,000 treasury/manufacturer grant 
with cashbacks and other deals on certain models - the popular Corsa supermini qualifies for zero per cent finance as well as grant aid 


cial ‘green’ features that do not yet deliver the 
economy of scale savings available to makers 
across the whole model range. 

What is more, saving road tax is not such a 
great incentive when many conventional 
superminis sit in the lowest road tax band of 
£35 a year anyway; over three years with an 


eco model, saving £105 is irrelevant if you 
spend more on buying that car and are then 
putting expensive diesel in the tank. 

So, check out conventional equivalents of eco 
models and don’t dismiss petrol power; that fuel 
is still cheaper and makes sense for low mileage 
users, while emission and consumption levels 


are closing the gap on the diesel equivalents. 

Finally, look again at what you have to part- 
exchange; you might have lost a packet in 
depreciation on that big 4x4, but work out 
what it will cost you to run it for the next three 
years - it might be a lot less than the cost of 
chopping it for a new car. 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Lexterten furniture store in Westgate-on- 
Sea is offering £100 off Elevating TV cabi¬ 
nets 

■ Old Sawmills furniture store in Ashford 
is offering 20 per cent off all showroom 
items 

■ Oliver Carpets in Ramsgate and Herne 
Bay is offering 10 per cent off when you 
spend more than £250 

■ Pomphreys Motors in Bapchild, 
Sittingbourne is offering half-price MOT 
with every service 

■ Village Hotel in Maidstone is offering £5 
off the carvery lunch on any Bank Holiday 
Monday 

■ Living Out log cabin store in Chestfield, 
Maidstone, is offering free installation on all 
standard range of cabins 

■ Aylesford Self Storage in Aylesford is 
offering three months’ free storage for a 
year for all new document storage clients 

■ County Garage in Herne Bay is offering 
free health check and free 29-point includ¬ 
ing wash and vacuum 

■ Baileys Nissan Motors in Canterbury is 
offering 15 per cent off MOTs 

■ Medway Stoves solid fuel heating store 
in Medway is offering 15 per cent off all 
stoves and installations purchased before 
June 30, 2009 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


CANTERBURY HYUNDAI 

YOUR NEAREST 


MAIN DEALER 

HYUNDAI SERVICE 


It’s comforting to know that people who repair and maintain 
your car were trained by the people that built it. Whether it’s 
a new or used Hyundai, we can help you to keep your car 
running smoothly - economically and efficiently. 

• £ 29.95 MOT’s while you wait 

• Fixed priced servicing for older vehicles from £ 79.99 

• FREE MOT with every major service 

• Valeting from £ 12.99 

• Air Conditioning £99 including Regas Deodorizer 

• FREE prebookable courtesy Cars 

Leave us your car and we’ll drop 
PLUS you in Canterbury City Centre 
to shop till you drop 

Tel: 0870 264 2043 

Canterbury Hyundai, Vauxhall Road, 

Canterbury, Kent CT1 1HD 

www. canterburyhyundai. co. uk 

Parts & Servicing are open: Weekdays 8:00 - 6:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 12:30 



St Georges 

No.1 Choice 

for New & Used Chevrolet 

Save£1520 





09 Chevrolet 
AveoS1.2 Bdr 

Air Con,Remote Central Locking, 

Electric Windows, List Price £8515 

§nly PriCe £6995 

Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status. t£35 road fund licence applies to Matiz 0.8 S. tt67.3mpg applies to Matiz 0.8 5. 

Chevrolet range fuel consumption in mpg (L/100 km), urban 40.9 (6.9) to 26.4 (10.7), extra urban 67.3 (4.2) to 38.7 (7.3), 
combined 54.3 (5.2) to 32.8 (8.6) the official co2 emission is 119 to 225 g/km. 

St Georges 

St. Georges Garage, 8-12 Harold Street, 

Cliftonville, Margate, Kent CT9 2HT 

Telephone: 01843 230300 # Mnta hi I itv 

usedcars@stgeorgesgarage.co.uk MOIdD Ty 

www.stgeorgesgarage.co.uk 


























CARAVANS 

FOR SALE 


Beauport Park near Hastings 
Please Call 0845 815 9777 
Coghurst Hall near Hastings 
Please Call 0845 815 9781 
Winchelsea Sands near Rye 
Please Call 0845 815 9741 
Frenchman’s Beach Rye Harbour 
Please Call 0845 815 9731 


Marlie Farm New Romney 
Please Call 0845 815 9751 
New Beach Dymchurch 
Please Call 0845 815 9722 
Seaview Swalecliffe 
Please Call 0845 815 9756 
Alberta Whitstable 
Please Call 0845 815 9771 
Harts Isle of Sheppey 
Please Call 0845 815 9726 
Sheerness Minster on Sea 
Please Call 0845 815 9761 


© O 

O© 


WE HAVE SO MUCH 
TO OFFER!* 


• Swimming Pools 

• Bars and Restaurants 

• Entertainment 

• Kids’ Clubs 

*Facilities may vary from park to park. 
Pictures for illustration only. 


Call the park of your choice for 
your free brochure and DVD or 
to book and appointment 


CARAVAN FOR SALE Atlas Florida 35x10, 
2 bed, centre lounge, wrap around decking 
with amazing views immaculate £13,950. Call 
01797 229079. 

FREE CARAVANS Genuine offer, just pay 
the site fees and connection charge and 
experience park life on a fantastic 4* holiday 
park. Fantastic offer - Tel. 01303-870536. 

STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE 6 berth on 
Marlie Farm, Dymchurch, Kent. On fantastic 
pitch near swimming pool. £10,000 ovno. 
Call Liz on 07870388143. 

LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME FOR SALE IN 
KENT. 2 bedroom with double glazing, central 
heating and en-suite. All facilities available 
with restaurant/bar and leisure complex. Sited 
on Marlie Farm Holiday Park. £22,000. Call 
Liz on 07870388143. 

LODGE HOLIDAY HOME FOR SALE - 

Private entrance and garden on secluded 
plot, 2 bedrooms, modern appliances, fully 
furnished with entertaining deck. Sited at 
Coghurst Hall Park near Hasting. Great 
facilities, pool, bar, excellent fishing 
lake and lots more. Viewing strongly 
recommended, available now for £44,995. 
Tel 01424 756 814. 

2 BED CARAVAN FOR SALE Beautiful 
woodland park, absolute bargain with site 
fee's included, First to see will buy £6995. 
Call 01424 853 764. 

CARAVAN FOR SALE 1995 Atlas Festival, 
30x10, 2 Bedroom, Ideal Starter Caravan at 
a bargain price £6,995. Call 01795 580178. 
STARTER HOLIDAY HOME PACKAGES 
1994 Cosalt Avocet 28x10 2 bed. Sited on a 
plot of your choice at Harts Holiday Park. 
£6995. Call 01795 511522. 

IDEAL STARTER CARAVAN FOR SALE on 
the stunning Seaview Holiday Park, Whitstable. 
28ft by 10ft Delta Santana 2003. Great 
condition. Will sleep 6 people comfortably. All 
the mod cons. Excellent facilities on the park 
that have recently been enhanced. 
Direct access to beach. Pets welcome. Just 
£13,495 with site rent paid for 2009. 
Call 01227 794748. 

COSALT TORINO 34X10 3 bed with heating 
in all bedrooms and in very good 
condition. Fantastic starter caravan with 
decking all inc with site fee's £10995. Call 
01797 229 079. 

CARAVAN FOR SALE 6 berth on a lovely 
quiet plot on New Beach Holiday Park. Very 
tidy with all appliances and decking £12995 
inc fees, must be seen. Tel. 07950-252306. 
BARGAIN CARAVAN FOR SALE! 2004 
Delta Santana 28’xl O’, 2 bedroom model. 
Lounge, kitchen/diner. Lovely condition 
complete with decking. Sited at Coghurst Hall 
woodland park near Hastings. Great facilities 
Club / Restaurant, Indoor pool and spa, big 
fishing lake. First to see will buy £6995. 
Tel 01424 756 814. 

CARAVAN WITH LARGE SUNDECK 

Sited on exclusive owners only woodland 
park, site fee's included, only £11995. 
Call 01424 853 764. 

2001 DELTA SANTANA 28x10 2 Bed. Sited 
On Sheerness Holiday Park, Isle Of Sheppey. 
Now £9,995. Call 01795 580178. 
WILLERBY HERALD 28X12 2 bed sited 
on Harts Holiday Park. £9995 For further 
details and to arrange a park tour. 
Call 01795 511522. 

STUNNING LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME FOR 
SALE on the exclusive Seaview Holiday Park, 
Whitstable. Atlas Everglade, 35x12 2002 
model. Comes with Full length balcony, shed 
and washing machine. Excellent condition and 
on a great pitch. This caravan really must be 
seen! To view please call 01227 794748. 
£19,995 including pitch fees for 2009. 
RYE, EAST SUSSEX Caravan for sale on a 
quiet, friendly park nr Rye. Quick sale required 
£6,000 o.v.n.o - site fees are also to be paid 
call Wayne on 07903 128 313 
HOLIDAY HOMES FOR SALE New and 
pre-owned holidays homes for Sale at 
Frenchman’s Beach Holiday Park, Nr Rye East 
Sussex. Starting from £10,995 including 2009 
site fees. Call one of our friendly & helpful team 
on 01797 229 226 and move in within 
2 weeks! 


^Caravan availability and starting price may vary by park and region. + Cash Price £9995,2009 Site Fees INCLUDED, Customer Deposit £4997.50,36 of payments £146.07, 
Charge for credit £454.82. Total Amount Payable including £165 doc fee added to first payment £10,449.82. Written details on request. Finance subject to status. APR 6.1 % TYPICAL. 


We believe we offer some of the best value ownership packages 
around. Beautiful holiday homes at a choice of parks and all 
inclusive ownership prices from just £9995* - our prices 
INCLUDE siting, connections and your 2009 site fees. 


CHOICE OF 10 COASTAL 
AND COUNTRY PARKS 


www.ParkHolidaysUK.com/kr 


Great Facilities 
Top Entertainment 
All Inclusive Pricing 
No Hidden Extras 
Part Exchanges 
Welcome from 
other parks 
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To search for shopping, services, leisure and entertainment log on @ 

yourkenttv.co.uk 


BHS 

Sophie Gray hat with flower and 
feather detail, price £30 




INE 

Margo shoe, price £65 


MAIDSTONE SHOPPING 

Shock horror, author 
signing at Bluewater 

INTERNATIONAL bestselling teenage 
horror writer Rachel Caine will be mak¬ 
ing a rare appearance at Bluewater this 
weekend. 

The author of the Weather Warden 
and Morganville Vampires books will be 
signing copies at Water stone’s at 11am 
on Saturday. The fifth book in the 
Morganville Vampires series, Lord of 
Misrule, is not due to be published until 
July but there is a possibility that copies 
will be available to buy at the signing. 

Fly along to Dove Spa 
for special promotions 

TO celebrate the grand re-opening of 
Dove Spa Bromley, customers are being 
offered some very special promotions. 

Until May 31, new and existing cus¬ 
tomers can enjoy a Hydra facial treat¬ 
ment for just £10. Book any Dove Spa 
Signature facial treatment after the 
Hydra and receive a free In My Defence 
Anti Pollution Serum, worth £30. 

Virgin Active members will receive a 25 
per cent discount during May. Call 0844 
800 2152 or visit www.dovespa.co.uk. 

It's a Breese making 
cash from your junk 

A SPRING clear-out could result in 
extra cash with the help of the new 
Collectables Manual. 

Written by TV presenter, journalist 
and consultant Jamie Breese, the book 
uncovers the hidden value in those old 
toys, phone cards, postcards and ceram¬ 
ics. From Bagpuss to the Beatles, the 
book helps to identify the gems among 
the junk. 

The Collectables Manual is published 
by Haynes and is priced at £16.99. 

Bring on the barbecue 
and enjoy the outdoors 

ENJOY alfresco dining in the great out¬ 
doors during National Barbecue Week. 

The annual event runs from bank holi¬ 
day Monday to Sunday, May 31. With the 
British public becoming ever more dar¬ 
ing with their tastebuds, many are exper¬ 
imenting with more exotic foods than the 
standard burgers and sausages. 

Find inspiration for your barbecue bash¬ 
es online at www.nationalbbqweek.co.uk. 
More advice on alfresco living can be 
found at www.gastro-alfresco.co.uk. 

Quench kids'thirst with 
pure Tropicana juices 

CHILDREN can quench their thirst and 
enjoy the goodness of juice with the new 
kids range from Tropicana. 

Tropicana Kids! 100 per cent Juice 
(£1.99) is a pure, not from concentrate, 
juice that comes in a handy one-litre size 
and two tempting flavours - Strawberry 
& Raspberry and Apple & Blackcurrant. 

Perfect for lunch boxes, Tropicana 
Kids! Juice & Water comes in a multi¬ 
pack of six 200ml bottles (£2.49). 

See www.tropicanakids.co.uk. 


KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


A must have for 
every home 

Ewbank Evolution II Manual Carpet Sweeper 

Ewbank have been producing non-electric carpet sweepers for 
over a century and their products are still regarded as the best 
in the world. This Evolution II manual carpet sweeper is no 
exception. Just as you would expect, it is lightweight and easy 
to use. It needs no electricity and is an easy and convenient 
way to clean your carpets and floors at a moment's notice. 



The Evolution II is available in silver for £29.99 and 
makes a perfect companion for your vacuum cleaner. 

Just £29.99 


For more information call 

KOS 0845 165 1004 

media Quote KOS 



To advertise in this section 

01303 817150 


KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


Brighten up your 
Bedlinen 

Sanderson Summer Breeze Bedlinen 

Internationally renowned for home textiles and interior 
design, Sanderson, has created this fabulous bedding which 
is ideal for any home. 

• Features a botanical design 

• Brings a special lightness to your home 

• Delicate movement of flowers and shadows 
caressed by a warming breeze 

• Made from luxury, easy-care polycotton percale 

• Features the floral print on the face and a 
faded polka dot print on the reverse 

• Single set comes with one Oxford pillowcase; 
double, king and superking come with two 

• 50% cotton and 50% polyester 

• Machine washable. 

For more information call 

0845 165 1004 

Quote KOS 

Duvet sets 

7355 Single with one Oxford pillowcase 

7356 Double with two Oxford pillowcases 

7357 King with two Oxford pillowcases 

7358 Superking with two Oxford pillowcases 



KOS 


Price 

rrp 

Save 

£34.99 

£54.99 

£20 

£49.99 

£79.99 

£30 

£59.99 

£99.99 

£40 

£69.99 

£119.99 
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All life carries 


■ BY PAUL MCGURK 

“JUST listen” says our guide. 
“Listen to the peace and quiet ” 

Our boat has ground to a halt in a semi- 
prehistoric setting on the surface of the 
Sapote tributary of the Amazon, a riot of 
greenery and dark waters all around us. 

Then you hear the rustling of trees, the 
calls of hidden creatures and the buzzing of 
insects, and realise that this place, a million 
miles from anywhere, is never, ever quiet. 

Welcome to the jungle. 

Departing from the jungle city of Iquitos, 
in Peru, our 60ft MV Delphin riverboat 
snakes its way along tributaries of the 
Amazon few people have seen. 

Guided by Adonay and Juan-Luis, the 


sensation of our 20ft skiffs shooting across the 
brown surface of the river is thrilling enough. 

Every conceivable creature is there to be spot¬ 
ted - stripy three-toed sloths, lazy iguanas, 
white-faced saki monkeys, squirrel monkeys 
with their post-watershed behaviour and 
howler monkeys that send out eerie cries. 

There are opportunities to catch piranhas 
with some meat on a stick at the Caro 
Curahuayte tributary. 

Charming by day, the river takes on a differ¬ 
ent, yet alluring, character after sunset. 

Creatures appear in the darkness. A clown 
tree frog is briefly in my hands before it hops 


on up 

into the undergrowth, while a hairy, pink-toed 
tarantula crawls up the limb of a tree not four 
feet away from my head. It’s fair to say that the 
Amazon is not the place to go if you have issues 
with beasties and creepy crawlies. 

With mosquitos in abundance, you will need 
to be well stocked with repellent, plus anti¬ 
malaria medication and other vaccines. 

If all this sounds like roughing it, the contrast 
could not be sharper with the comforts of life 
aboard the Delphin. 

You can relax on the top deck with a pisco 
sour - a cocktail made with Peru’s national 
spirit - and in the dining room you can enjoy 


the jungle 

first-class gourmet meals, including catfish and 
giant snails served in the shell. 

Your first stop in Peru is likely to be the capi¬ 
tal Lima. For an overnight stay, the Miraflores 
Park Hotel by the sea is one of the best options. 

Lima is Peru’s gastronomic capital, boasting 
coastal, Andean and even jungle cuisine. With 
fishing being a major local industry, seafood 
markets are the ideal place to find fresh fish. 

Lima Cathedral, a study in Gothic grandeur, 
boasts a chilling trip through the catacombs 
underneath, with the skulls and bones of 
generations of people buried in its walkways, 
even as Sunday Mass goes on above. 


SAVE SAVE SAVE 

visit www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

and download great money 
saving offers 

SAVINGS VOUCHER BOOK 



f MOTORS & SERVICING 

ofkent.co.uk 

KOS 



SAVINGS VOUCHER BOOK 

LEISURE. FOOD & DRINK 

?} ' vol,c ^rsfofkent.co.uk 

*"*■ & 




If you would like details on how you can 
include your business on vouchersforkent, 
phone today on 01303 817150. 


KOS 


Award Winning Company 


FACT FILE: peru 



Capital 

Language 

Population 

Currency 

Religion 

Climate 


Lima 
Spanish 
28.2 million 
£1 = 4.6 Nuevo Sol 
Catholic 
Diverse 


Travel details 

Paul McGurk travelled with Peru's tourist board 
PromPeru and travel operator Cox & Kings, which 
offers a six-night tailor-made Amazon Cruise itin¬ 
erary combining a four-night cruise on the MV 
Delfin with two nights in Lima, from £2,775 
including flights ex-London and Manchester with 
KLM via Amsterdam and LAN Peru, B&B (full- 
board on cruise), transfers and excursions. Add 
£35 supplement ex-Glasgow. Cox & Kings: 0207 
873 5000 and wwwcoxand kings.co.uk 
Destination information: see www.peru.info 
Yellow fever, typhoid and hepatitis A vaccines are 
essential, plus plenty of sunblock. High-water 
season in the Amazon is December-May. 
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Have your weekend 
county newspapers 
delivered free... 


fa A MSETOmROW AT 


SUNDAY 


A CRUISE TODAY AT 


Find out how you 
can qualify to receive 
the brand new 
Kent on Saturday 
and award-winning 
Kent on Sunday 
absolutely free... 


Review29.03.09 


ink rocker 


S rash R ang Wallop' 

Passsasa:-as- 


1*1 


Visit www.kentnews.co.uk/free 


Terms and conditions: KOS Media reserves the right to refuse any application at its absolute discretion. All readers will qualify for a free subscription to the e-editions of Kent on Saturday 
and Kent on Sunday. The reader reserves the right to cancel their subscription or application at any time. Accepted applicants will be sent full terms and conditions by return. 


KOS 


Award Winning Company 
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YOUR TV REVIEW 


YOUR WEEK'S HOROSCOPE BY RUSSELL GRANT 


■ BY JAMES ALEXANDRE 


O EUROVISION SONG CONTEST 

BBC1, Saturday, May 16 

THERE are few non-sporting events 
on television big enough to force a post¬ 
ponement of even the best-laid plans. 

In my naivety I’d unwittingly sched¬ 
uled a night out on Saturday, without 
reckoning on the strangely alluring 
power of a Norwegian violinist. 

Cupid-faced Alexander Rybak 
wooed the 100 million-plus audience 
with his whimsical storytelling 
charm, smashing Eurovision records 
in the process. 

The annual kitsch fest, now in 
its 53rd year, has undergone some 
changes including a supposed end 
to the mutual backslapping between 
nations which characterised this com¬ 
petition in recent years. 

Of even greater significance, the 
BBC in their wisdom decided to 
replace the much-loved irreverent 
commentary of Terry Wogan, whose 
musings provided as much entertain¬ 
ment as the performers on stage, 
with that of another Irish chat show 
host (albeit with mixed results). 

Graham Norton was given the task 
of filling those voluminous shoes and 
the size of the occasion seemed at 
first to overwhelm him. 

His initial sarcastic put-downs 
came across as clumsy attempts to 
emulate the great Wogan, but the 
increasingly colourful acts on stage 
helped him naturally assume the 
great man’s mantle. 

One wonderfully-wry observation 
was about how the Ukraine entry’s 
elaborate set-up, which included exot¬ 
ic Roman centurion dancers, required 
the singer to re-mortgage her home. 

Norton seamlessly quipped: “So, if 
you are looking for a cheap property 
in the Ukraine area...” 

As for the UK effort, our hopes 



TOUGH ACT: Norton took over from old Terry 

were pinned firmly to rising starlet 
Jade Ewen. Joined by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber on piano, her song It’s My 
Time was typical musical grand- 
standing, a big ballad in the same 
mould of so many of the impresario’s 
West End shows. 

I didn’t find it particularly inspir¬ 
ing, but somehow most of Europe’s 
42 nations dialled up to propel her 
performance to fifth in the table, the 
UK’s highest finish since 2002. 

Disillusioned by our own contribu¬ 
tion, I was moved to vote for Turkey’s 
offering, Hadise’s Dum Tek Tek which 
hit all the right notes, so much so the 
rest of the UK awarded them the 
honoury ‘douze’ points. 

But the ensuing avalanche of sup¬ 
port for Norway’s new favourite son 
confirmed why the show still draws 
in huge numbers. 

Despite each country’s obvious par¬ 
tiality for their nearest neighbours 
and the occasional penchant for the 
odd or quirky, the grinning youngster 
with his trusty violin managed to 
capture the heart of a continent. 

Having passed the first hurdle, 
could it be only another 29 years 
before it’s “arise, Sir Graham?” 


AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19) 

| USUALLY you keep a 
tight control over your 
emotions, but that may not be the 
case this week. A difficult relative 
could make you very angry. You 
resent their attempts to divert you 
from a treasured ambition. Keep in 
mind you can pursue this goal now 
you are no longer under their wing. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Aquarius 09067-531762 

gg^TAURUS (Apr 21-May 21) 

S P YOU’RE more ambitious 
than ever so you can’t just 
sit idly by and watch other people 
steal your thunder. You may have to 
defy an authority figure if you aim 
to get noticed and although your 
boss won’t like it much your behav¬ 
iour will win you the attention you 
need from people who matter. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Taurus 09067-531753 

^ LEO (Jul 24-Aug 23) 

RESIST the urge to use 
your social status for per¬ 
sonal gain. If you’re trying to win 
somebody’s heart, it’s better to 
keep a low profile. Your beloved 
isn’t impressed by flashy gestures; 
he or she wants to know the real 
you. Arrange a casual date where 
the two of you can just talk. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Lee 09067-531756 

1 It, SCORPIO (Oct 24-Nov 22) 
Migi THERE’S lots of pushing 
i? and pulling involved in a 
close relationship. On one hand, 
you’re delighted by your friend’s 
practical methods. On the other, 
you don’t like having your emo¬ 
tional approach dismissed. There 
has to be a compromise. Don’t lay 
a guilt trip on a negligent friend. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Scorp; 09067-531759 


PISCES (Feb 20-Mar 20) 

I IT will be challenging get¬ 
ting your ideas across. 
At times it feels like people are 
deliberately twisting your words. 
Maybe it’s because they’re threat¬ 
ened by your plans. Instead of try¬ 
ing to win their approval, put your 
agenda into motion. People will 
respect you a lot more for it. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Pisces 09067-531763 

.GEMINI (May 22-Jun 22) 

^WORKING behind the 
scenes has mixed results. 
On one hand, you can take your 
rivals by surprise. On the other, 
you could be branded as deceptive. 
Don’t pretend to be more experi¬ 
enced than you are or you could be 
exposed. Show respect to someone 
with extensive experience. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Gemini 09067-531754 

VIRGO (Aug 24-Sep 23) 

DEALING with some¬ 
body from a different 
background can be difficult. It’s 
hard to read their body language. 
When in doubt, ask a direct ques¬ 
tion and you’ll avoid confusion. If 
your new friend offers to teach you 
a skill, accept. You will thrive on 
the intellectual stimulation. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Viri 09067-531757 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov23-Dec21) 

|YOUR health could be 
delicate this week, so take 
it easy. Overindulging in food or 
drink will slow you down when 
you have to be efficient. Friends 
can help you stay on the straight 
and narrow. Tell them you need to 
follow a strict diet and stick to a 
brisk exercise regimen. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Sagittarius 09067-531760 


^ ARIES (Mar 21-Apr 20) 
'■ll^YOUR financial picture is 
mixed. Taking on an 
unorthodox job will bring in plenty 
of extra cash, but you’ll have to 
restrain yourself from spending it 
all. Friends have a way of talking 
you into costly endeavours. Instead 
of caving in to peer pressure be con¬ 
tent with what you have. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Aries 09067-531752 


b 

_ , 


CANCER (Jun 23-Jul 23) 
TAKING charge of a 
group will bring both 
pleasure and pain. On the plus 
side, you’ll be able to put your 
knowledge to good use. However, 
some members of the team will be 
jealous of your success. Don’t both¬ 
er trying to win them over. Keep 
doing the best job you can. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Cancer 09067-531755 

LIBRA (Sep 24-0ct23) 

P HOLDING money and the 
power it gives you over 
somebody else will result in disas¬ 
ter. If they want to part ways let 
them leave with the stuff they 
brought to the union or your repu¬ 
tation as a honest person will be 
destroyed. If you are the victim of 
a bad break up, be good to yourself. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on libra 09067-531758 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 Jan 20) 

|WHEN dealing with a 
youngster you need to 
remember that you’re a role 
model. You can’t ask a kid to abide 
by a moral code that you don’t fol¬ 
low. You’ll either have to change 
your ways or re-examine your val¬ 
ues. Financial matters could get in 
the way of a relationship. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Capricorn 09067-531761 


Calls cost 75p per minute. Service provided by g8wave London N7 


Why scrap it when you can trade it? 


With Minimum 
Part Exchange 

£2,000 

You pay from 

£7,999 


SAVE 

£8,195 

AGAINST 

NEW 



0 + 


£2!56o 

Allowance" 


08 08 Peugeot 308 S HDi 90 5dr 

including Air Conditioning Normal Price £9,999 

A CHOICE OF 17 IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
MAIDSTONE ■ CHINGFORD ■ HATFIELD ■ LETCHWORTH ■ SOUTHAMPTON 


Waters ❖AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 

www.autoplanet.co.uk 


*A £2000 allowance will be given against any used car included in our “Minimum Part Exchange Offer" providing the part exchange vehicle has a current MOT Certificate and Road Fund Licence. Car images are for illustration purposes only. 
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SPONSORED BY 

WATERSTONE’S 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 

EASY MEDIUM HARD 



CRYPTIC CLUES 

ACROSS 

I But this store does not have a monopoly (6,4) 

7 Drive south round sainted Cornish town (4) 

9 Pair is entering genuine retribution (8) 

10 Drive black aero-engine (6) 

II Head off finally? (10) 

14 Relaxed but gloomy (8) 

15 Jack, clown stopping short, is very strong man (6) 

16 Gang leader strangely urged, having feeling of resentment 
( 6 ) 

18 Slim lady cavorted in a depressing way! (8) 

20 Winning - in a game with horse chestnuts, say! (10) 

23 Faster sort of air attack (6) 

24 Number of starting-places on golf-links, or on the wagon 


25 Be including semi-ripe cheese (4) 

26 Breathtaking (10) 

DOWN 

2 In the horsebox encouraged cattle (4) 

3 Informer's name on chest (4) 

4 Live out classy part remaining (7) 

5 Hag coming from chalet, about 50 (7) 

6 One exercises in part wall (7) 

7 Unimportant abstract (10) 

8 Happening to take posh friend finally (10) 

12 After teatime get publicity for somewhere for the rest of 
the night (4-6) 

13 Poor Dean with guite a problem (10) 

17 Some of the clientele mentioned part (7) 

18 Ne'er-do-well on fishing-boat (7) 

19 Put forward plan that gets Gus upset (7) 

21 Fleece that might be pulled over oneis eyes (4) 

22 Green cloth? (4) 


SCRIBBLE HERE 


7 



QUICK CLUES 

ACROSS 

I Greet (5,5) 

7 Rescue (4) 

9 Smoked beef (8) 

10 Habituated (6) 

II Military power (10) 

14 Mb in computing (8) 

15 Gambling (6) 

16 Greek goddess of wisdom (6) 
18 Plant with nodding flowers (8) 
20 Evade capture (4,3,3) 

23 Nap (6) 

24 Gypsy dancing (8) 

25 Ego (4) 

26 Setting aside (10) 


DOWN 

2 Leg-pull (4) 

3 Bird of prey (4) 

4 Rumour (7) 

5 Moonies (anag.) (7) 

6 Lively party (7) 

7 Substantial repast (6,4) 

8 Camera attachment (10) 

12 Plague (10) 

13 Mackintosh (10) 

17 Attain (7) 

18 Cone-bearing tree (7) 

19 Ancient Greek musical instrument (7) 

21 Yank (4) 

22 Religious image (4) 


LAST WEEK'S SOLUTIONS 


SUDOKU SOLUTIONS No87 



Answers to all of this week's quizzes can be found on our website 


CRYPTIC SOLUTION No87 
ACROSS: 1 Bastille Day 9 Nimrod 10 
Eulogia 12 Rejoice 14 Torquay 15 Ventilation 
16 Ike 17 Net 19 Regrettable 22 Sweater 
23 Lambast 24 Afflict 25 Brazil 26 
Candlelight DOWN: 2 Abidjan 3 Termini 
4 Lad 5 Electric eel 6 Aileron 7 Agouti 8 
Mary Celeste 11 Driving seat 13 
Exaggerated 18 Tee off 19 Retsina 20 
Timpani 21 Bearish. 25 Bye. 

QUICK SOLUTION No88 
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EXCLUSIVE KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


Loch Ness, Edinburgh Tattoo 
& Highland Explorer 



ESCORTED HOLIDAY BY RAIL 
EVENING DEPARTURE 
FROM LONDON 


6 NIGHTS 
Half Board 


The Scottish Highlands are spectacular with majestic mountains and mirror¬ 
like lochs making the perfect backdrop to small cosy towns, isolated crofts, 
towering castles and pagoda-topped distilleries. Our hotel is in the heart of 
the Highlands, well-placed for our touring itinerary The holiday includes 
reserved seats to see the magnificent Edinburgh Tattoo, a Dolphin Cruise 
and excursions to Loch Ness and more.To ensure a relaxed pace and more 
time to enjoy the Scottish Highlands, we take the overnight sleeper train 
from London Euston to Inverness, and an overnight return to London, with 
cabin, morning tea/coffee and a snack 

PRICE INCLUDES: Escorted from London • 4 nights sharing a twin/double 
bedded room at the Lodge Hotel, Newtonmore • London - Inverness overnight 
sleeper train outbound & return • 3 dinners, 4 breakfasts & 1 lunch • All excursions 
• Reserved seat at the Edinburgh Tattoo • Executive coach touring in Scotland 


KOS 


For more information and bookings call 01895 83 33 33 

quoting the Tour Code 

Holiday operated by GUI Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: sales@gnholidays.com 


z - “—:- 

To advertise in this section 



01303 817150 

J 


“Sparkle and Shine” 

FEATURING 

Strictly Come Dancing Stars 
Andrew Cuerden and Hanna Haarla 

£299 [PE^ PERSON 

6TH-8TH NOVEMBER 2009 
THE kk LONDON HEATHROW THISTLE HOTEL 

Open to all Intermediate and above dancers 

includes: 

Dinner and breakfast 
Twin/double room 
Welcome cocktail 

Cabaret performances on both nights 
Masterclass and Technical Lesson over the 
whole weekend in 7 different dance styles 
Special Dance Competition 

TO BOOK OR FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CALL 08444 12 99 00 

Quote code: KOS 
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. * “Sparkle and Shine” * . 

* it FEATURING 

Strictly Come Dancing Stars Andrew Cuerden and Hanna Haarla 

JUDD [p)g[p> 

6TH - 8TH NOVEMBER 2009 AT TOE 4 ★ LONDON HEATHROW TURTLE tXM. * 

f 

# Open to all Intermediate and above dancers 

INCLUDES 

Dinner and breakfast • Twin/double room • Welcome cocktail • Cabaret performances on both nights • Masterclass and Technical 
Lesson over the whole weekend in 7 different dance styles • Special Dance Competition 

TO BOOK OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 0844412 99 00 

Quote code:KOS 



Is your website 
generating 
new business? 

Apply for a free professional 
website assessment todayl 

The WebHealthcheck report analyses eight key areas of your 
website and reports back to you on: 

I visual design I content I architecture and usability 
I accessibility I search engine optimisation I W3C compliance 
I content management systems I eCommerce viability 

Don't delay - Order your report now! 


For more information visit: WGl)H63ltllCllGCK-C0-UK/K0S 


maximise your online performance. 


To advertise in this section 

B 01303 817150 














your website for local homes in Mailing, Larkfield, Maidstone and surrounding villages 

propertyformaidstone 

1^ propertyforkent.co.uk 
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PROPERTY NEWS 

Call for Government to 
act on energy saving 

THE Federation of Master Builders has 
called on the Government to act in 
response to the draft Heat and Energy 
Saving Strategy consultation. 

The aim of the consultation is a long¬ 
term plan to cut carbon emissions from 
both homes and businesses, and ulti¬ 
mately to reduce emissions by 80 per 
cent by 2050. 

It is all part of the Government’s grow¬ 
ing commitment to reducing carbon 
emissions - thought to be one of the 
main factors responsible for the problem 
of global warming. 

But the federation has said the wheels 
need to be put in motion now, with a 
delivery plan backed by financial incen¬ 
tives if all of Britain’s homes are to be 
upgraded by 2030. 

Brian Berry, director of external 
affairs, said: “The Government’s aim to 
upgrade all of Britain’s homes by 2030 is 
not going to succeed unless the financial 
incentives are put in place to create a 
new market for greener, more energy- 
efficient homes. 

“Householders have still to be con¬ 
vinced about the merits of spending 
thousands of pounds on energy-efficient 
improvements with little prospect of 
seeing a return on their money. 

“If the Government is serious about its 
commitment to upgrade our homes, it 
needs to introduce some financial incen¬ 
tives, such as cutting VAT to five per cent 
for home improvements; council tax 
rebates and/or the introduction of green 
mortgages.” 

Agency targets FTBs 
as market boosters 

THE UK’s largest online network of 
estate agents has offered its tips for first¬ 
time buyers who are considering taking 
their crucial first steps on to the proper¬ 
ty ladder. 

Email4property.co.uk believes activity 
from this end of the market will acceler¬ 
ate over the summer months as 
improved affordability begins to infil¬ 
trate the housing market. 

Steve Lees, head of marketing at 
email4property.co.uk, said: “With prop¬ 
erty prices at their most affordable for a 
number of years, now is proving an 
excellent time for first-time buyers to 
secure their first home. 

“While lenders are taking a much 
more cautious approach at the moment, 
there are still some good deals out there 
for any buyers who are in a position to 
provide a reasonable deposit.” 




OPTIMISTIC OUTLOOK: The slump in property values over the coming months may not be as bad as predicted and the price of your home could increase by the end of the year 


Lloyds predicts upturn 
in market by year's end 


PROPERTY owners have negotiat¬ 
ed the worst of the recession as 
house prices are set to rise again by 
the end of the year, according to the 
country’s biggest lender. 

Optimistic predictions that the market is to 
bottom out have come from experts at Lloyds, 
who have said that prices will now fall by just 
another six per cent before turning the comer. 

As a result, by the end of the year, the mar¬ 
ket will begin to pick up again, with values 
starting to increase once more. 

But other analysts have emphasised the 
worst is not quite over - and the coming 
months will not see any quick respite from the 
slump. 

Optimistic 

The forecast comes as financial comment¬ 
ators grow more optimistic about the outlook 
for the UK economy and stock market, with 
the FTSE 100 now showing a gain for the year. 

Lloyds, which has a 30 per cent share of the 
mortgage market, previously thought house 
prices would fall 15 per cent this year — or a 


■ BY NICK AMES 


drop of about 34 per cent from the August 
2007 peak average price of £199,612. 

However, the company’s analysts now 
believe the decline is likely to be closer to ten 
per cent, with prices probably bottoming with¬ 
in months. 

As a result, as prices are already down 3.8 
per cent this year, according to the Halifax 
house price index, this means a further fall of 
just six per cent before the upturn. 

Stephen Noakes, of Lloyds, said: “I think we 
will only see about ten per cent to 12 per cent 
falls this year. 

“For the first time, people are thinking that 
house prices will increase over the next 12 
months.” 

Other property experts are also giving more 
encouraging assessments of future market 
trends. 

Ray Boulger, of brokers John Charcol, said 
he was of the opinion that house prices had 
only eight per cent left to fall before bottoming 
in the autumn and then increasing by three 
per cent by the end of the year. 


Lloyds last week slashed the cost of deals 
for people who want to get on to the property 
ladder as price falls have slowed. 

However, experts warn that there will con¬ 
tinue to be falls in the coming months. 

Martin Ellis, housing economist at the 
Halifax, said: “The average UK house price 
declined by 1.7 per cent in April, slightly less 
than the 1.9 per cent monthly fall in the 
previous month. 

Affordable 

“The house price-to-eamings ratio - a key 
measure of housing affordability - is at its 
lowest level since the autumn of 2002 at 4.26. 

“Mortgage rate cuts have reduced monthly 
payments for the average existing borrower 
by £111 since October 2008, also boosting 
affordability. Mortgage approvals remain at 
historically very low levels. 

“Rising unemployment, low consumer 
confidence and the reduced availability of 
credit are all expected to exert downward 
pressure on the housing market over the next 
few months. 

“As a result, further house price declines are 
likely.” 


Property tv sponsored by www.themortgageshop.co.uk 


LEARN HOW ENERGY CONSERVATION IN THE HOME CAN BEAT THE 
CREDIT CRUNCH. SEARCH 'MONEY' @ propertyforkent.co.uk 

















Weavering £499,995 

5/6 bedrooms, large garden, conservatory, 
established road. 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Maidstone £485,000 

New 5 bed house with en-suite, double 
glazing, central heating & garage. 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


Lenham Heath £475,000 

Individual 4 bedroom bungalow, fantastic 
rural views, approx. 1 3/4 acres. 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Weavering OIEO £460,000 

5 bed detached, four receptions, 2 
bathrooms & en-suite, double garage. 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



4 bedroom bungalow, bathroom & shower 
room, office & workshop, conservatory 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Weavering £299,995 

Chalet bungalow, 2 bedrooms with en- 
suite, non estate location, large garden 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Maidstone £235,000 

New 3 bedroom detached, cloakroom, 
double glazing, central heating, parking. 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Weavering £229,950 

3/4 bed, 3 receptions, double glazed 
conservatory, bathroom, en-suite & cloakroom. 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Harrietsham £210,000 

3 bedrooms, garage & driveway, 
conservatory, garden. 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Weavering £195,000 


3bedrooms, en-suite shower room, 
cloakroom, private rear garden. 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Aylesford £189,950 


3 bed 1960's semi. Modernisation required. 
Central heating. Double glazing. Garage. 



Maidstone £175,000 

3 bedroom house, UPVC double glazed 
windows, carport to side. 



Maidstone £164,950 

3 bedroom semi-detached house with 2 
receptions, parking and no onward chain. 



Maidstone £169,995 

2 bed Victorian style with fitted kitchen, 
bathroom, 2 receptions, cellar and garden. 



Vinters Park £155,000 

2 bedroom terraced, gas central heating, 
double glazing, no chain. 


CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



2 bed, lounge/diner, central heating, double 
glazing, parking. 


2 bed 1st floor apartment, lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom, en-suite shower room, double glazing. 


2 bedroom first floor maisonette, UPVC 
double glazing, private rear garden. 


CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Maidstone £115,000 Maidstone OIEO £112,500 

2 bedroom apartment, double glazing, 2 bed terrace with central heating, double 
security gated, garden and parking. glazing & patio garden. 



Maidstone £95,000 

1 bed top floor flat, ideal first time purchase, 
lounge, bedroom, kitchen & bathroom. 


CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


Chain Free 



Move fast 
...no hassle 


We are launching a brand new Chain Free website 
which gives... 

• Easy access to a vast range of properties across the country 

• Chain free sales for early occupation 

• Hassle free purchases 

• Opportunity for buyers to move fast 

Call your local branch or visit 
manncountrywide.co.uk/chainfree 


www.mann-marketing.co.uk 



JHAS4 


www.mann-recruitment.co.ukwww.rightmove.co.uk 


www.mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 
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(9t) Geering &Colyer 

Maidstone 01622 759891 

maidstone@geeringandcolyer.com 

Countrywide 



Moving you since 1910 - our roots in Kent, our branches Countrywide 



SANDLING £280,000 

A rare opportunity. Set in an idyllic location 
with open views. Lounge/Dining room with 
imposing Inglenook fireplace and exposed 
beams thought to be 1000 years old. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE £169,950 

A three bedroom semi-detached home 
with a re-fitted kitchen/dining room, double 
glazed conservatory and tandem garage. 
Other benefits include gas central heating 
and double glazing. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



LOOSE £325,000 

Three bedroom with ensuite to master 
bedroom. Offers a landscaped rear garden 
with a southerly aspect, living room, 
kitchen/breakfast room, utility room, study 
and conservatory 


MAIDSTONE £105,000 

A first floor one bedroom retirement 
apartment located in Maidstone town 
centre. There is a communal lounge, 
warden, communal gardens and parking. 
An internal viewing is recommended. 
Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE £109,950 

A two bedroom ground floor apartment 
with ensuite shower room. There is a fitted 
kitchen with appliances open plan to the 
living room. The property is double glazed, 
no forward chain. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


WEST MALLING £469,950 

Extended 5 double bedroom chalet 
bungalow. The ground floor extension 
incorporates a double bedroom, shower 
room and utility room which could be 
utilised as a kitchen. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


Maidstone Office 01622 759891 




MAIDSTONE 0IE0 £175,000 

A modern 2 bedroom apartment with 
stunning river views and balconies. Offers 
a fitted kitchen with appliances,18' living 
room, bathroom, double glazing and 
parking. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE £199,950 

3 bedroom home offers spacious 
accommodation over three floors. 2 
receptions, cloakroom, kitchen breakfast 
room and ensuite to master. The property is 
situated in a popular cul-de-sac location. 
Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



WEST MALLING £299,995 

Converted 2 bedroom single roundel oast 
with rear garden backing onto orchards, 
potential scope to install a second floor 
within the roundel, subject to planning 
permission. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



LOOSE 01E0 £185,000 

Semi detached home offering flexible 
accommodation. Garage, driveway with 
westerly aspect rear garden. Other benefits 
include gas central heating, double 
glazing, extended living room 
Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE £379,950 

A detached home with 4 double 
bedrooms, be-spoke fitted kitchen is open 
plan into dining room, living room and 
conservatory. Offers a utility room, shower 
room and bathroom. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



AYLESF0RD £184,995 


Older style four bedroom with shaker style 
kitchen, dining room with open fire and 
lounge. Other benefits include gas central 
heating, double glazing and a rear garden 
of approximately 80'. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE 0IE0 £185,000 

An improved 1930's style semi, adjacent to 
Mote Park. Benefits from a re-fitted kitchen 
& bathroom, driveway, garage, rear garden, 
gas ventral heating and double aspect 
lounge/dining room. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE £79,950 

A purpose built two bedroom ground floor 
flat with gas central heating and double 
glazing. The property does require some 
updating and is available with no forward 
chain. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE £159,995 

Terraced yet has side pedestrian access 
which leads to your rear garden. Ideal for a 
garage. This home also has the added 
benefit of being opposite the grounds of 
Moat Park. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE 0IE0 £159,995 

A super three bedroom family home with 
gas central heating and double glazing. 
Other benefits include a double glazed 
conservatory. There is no stamp duty 
payable on this property. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


PUBLIC NOTICE 



PROPERTY ADDRESS: 184 South Park Road, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 7AJ 

We are acting for the mortgagees and 
have received an offer of £130,500 on the 
above property. Any interested parties 
must submit any higher offers in writing to 
the selling agent before an exchange of 
contracts takes place. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



Unique 2 bedroom Grade II Listed home. 
The accommodation is arranged over 3 
floors with modern kitchen and bathroom 
but does require some work. There are two 
loft rooms with separate staircases. 


Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


PUBLIC NOTICE 



PROPERTY ADDRESS: 34 Waterlow Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2TR 

We are acting for the mortgagees and 
have received an offer of £142,500 on the 
above property. Any interested parties 
must submit any higher offers in writing to 
the selling agent before an exchange of 
contracts takes place. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONeToIEO £115,000 


A two bedroom home on the periphery of 
the town centre. The cul-de-sac is a 
retirement complex for the over 60's to 
retain independent living but have the 
security of warden assistance. 
Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE £115,000 

A two bedroom lower ground floor 
apartment situated in the town centre. 
There are two good size bedrooms, 
lounge, kitchen and bathroom. This 
property is offered with no forward chain 
Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


Chain Free 



Move fast 
...no hassle 


We are launching a brand new Chain Free website 
which gives... 

• Easy access to a vast range of properties across the country 

• Chain free sales for early occupation 

• Hassle free purchases 

• Opportunity for buyers to move fast 

Call your local branch or visit 
geeringandcolyer.co.uk/chainfree 


Established 1910 




A member of Countrywide pic. 
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geeringandcolyer.com 


www.mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 
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YOUR MOVE 


The UK’s most visited estate agency website* 

www.your-move.co.uk 


Why move with 
YOUR MOVE? 

• Local property from local people 
with local knowledge 

• 95% of our customers would 
recommend us to a friend ' 

• Unrivalled internet presence with 
over 41 million visits per month " 

• Nationally recognised winner of 
numerous awards for quality, 
marketing & service 

• Accredited member of key 
industry bodies (ARLA,OEA/OFT) 



Source: • Customer satisfaction survey, Dec 2007 

• • Property portal visitor stats Jan 2008 


Widen your net! 

Let 41 million people see your property 


rightmoveco.uk 

The UK’s number one property website 

@ propertyfinder.com 
Find a Property.com 



L00K4APR0PERTY.C0M T ' 

The UK's No.1 Property Search Website 



MAIDSTON 

E 

£99,950 


m 




barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 I 
• Ground Floor Apartment • Two Bedrooms 
• Lounge/Dining Room • Fitted Kitchen 


barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• First Floor Apartment • Double Bedroom 
• Lounge / Dining Room • Modern Fitted Kitchen 


barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 

• Executive Detached Home • Four Bedrooms 

• En-suite To Master Bedroom • Sitting Room / Dining Room 


barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• Grade Two Listed Cottage 
• Two Bedrooms • Lounge • Kitchen 



barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 

• Detached Family Home • 4 Double Bedrooms • Bedroom 1 
With Dressing Rm & Ensuite • Downstairs Cloakroom/Wc 


barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• EOT Home • 3 Beds • Master with 
En-suite • Downstairs Cloak/WC 


PUBLIC NOTICE ■LANGLEY 


Property Address: Flat 5, Bredhurst 
House, Parsley Way, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME16 OFW 


£270,000 


We advise that an offer has been 
made for the above Property in the 
sum of £94,000 Any persons wishing 
to increase on this offer should notify 
the agents of their best offer prior to 
exchange of contracts. 

Agents Address: 380 Tonbridge 
Road, Maidstone, ME16 8TR 
Telephone: 01622 720111 
barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
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bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Four Bedrooms • Lounge 
Conservatory • Kitchen/Dining Room 



KINGSWOOD £189,000 ■LANGLEY 


bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Bungalow • 3 Bedrooms • Kitchen 
/Dining Room • Utility Room 



bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Semi Detached Home • 3 Bedrooms | 
• Lounge • Kitchen/Dining Room 


BEARSTED £260,000 ■ BEARSTED £375,000 


LANGLEY 

£163,000 

[■Ul 

L> 1 

bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 

• Refurbished • Two Bedrooms 
• Lounge • Kitchen/ Dining Room 



£163,000 ■ BEARSTED £147,500 



bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Ground Floor 1 Bedroom Retirement 
Home • Communal Entrance 



■ a *' Let: t-t 
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bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 

• Four Bedrooms • Master Ensuite 

• L Shaped Lounge • Kitchen/Diner 


bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Extended • 5 Beds • Master Ensuite 
• Lounge & Sitting Room • Kitchen/Diner 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Executive Family House 
• Four Bedrooms 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• 3 Bedrooms • Driveway • Detached 
Garage • Kitchen/Dining Room 


MAIDSTONE £139,950 ■ MAIDSTONE £195,000 ■ MAIDSTONE £139,995 ■ MAIDSTONE £339,995 


- 




maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Mid Terrace Home • 3 Bedrooms • Sitting 
/Dining Room • Views Over A Green 


nimiirn: 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Family Townhouse • 3 Bedrooms • 2 
Receptions • Downstairs Cloakroom/Wc 


Ulrt, 
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maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 

• 2 Bedrooms • Sitting/Dining Room 

• Modern Fitted Kitchen & Bathroom 




W 


■ CD t 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Executive Family Home • 4 Bedrooms 
• Refurbished • Sitting Room 


AYLESFORD £299,995■ BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA £249,995■CHART SUTTON £340,000■COXHEATH £245,000 




maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 

• Spacious Bungalow • 4 Bedrooms 

• Kitchen/Breakfast Room • Garage 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• 4 Double Bedrooms • 2 Bedrooms 
With En-suites • 2 Reception Rooms 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Semi Rural Location • Detached 
House • 4 Bedrooms • Modern Kitchen 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Detached Bungalow • Particularly 
Well Presented • 2 Double Bedrooms 


sales lettings mortgages 


j*RU k E 


OFT 
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iSln Can't sell? 

Must move? 

TRY LETTING J 


Let YOUR MOVE rent out your property... 


Choose from a range of services to suit your pocket starting at Tenant 
Find only up to our comprehensive Fully Managed service. Our experienced 
personnel will give you valuable advice regarding legislation and income 
tax. We can also give you peace of mind with our Rent Indemnity product, 
which will cover loss of rent whilst you obtain vacant possession. 

It’s a great package designed to protect your home and to keep 
your finances fluid while you find your buyer. Keeping you moving 
with YOUR MOVE. 

• Market fast with rapid marketing with Quicklet 

• Choice of services to suit you 


Barming 01622 720 111 

Bearsted 01622 738 282 

Maidstone 01622 638 519 

Call today*or visit 
www.your-move.co.uk/lettings 

*Calls may be monitored and/or recorded for training and/or data protection purposes. 


• Expert Advice 

• Guarantee your rental income 

• Competitive building and contents insurance 

• Great Buy to Let and Let to Buy mortgage deals 


YOUR MOVE is a trading name of: your-move.co.uk Limited. 
Registered Office address: Newcastle House, Albany Court, 
Newcastle Business Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7YB. 
Registered Number: 01864469. VAT number GB842795983 



YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO 
NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR 
ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT. 


ARLA 


O YOUR MOVE 


Better let through us 


EAL1334 10/2008 
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AUCTION 

Three-Day June Sale 

Covering Kent, SE London, Sussex, Surrey, Hampshire, Wiltshire & Isle of Wight 

Day One - The Ramada Hotel & Resort, Maidstone - Monday, 8th June- 11am. 

Day Two - The Hilton Brighton Metropole - Tuesday, 9th June - 11am. 

Day Three - The Rose Bowl, Southampton - Wednesday, 10th June - 11am. 



FOLKESTONE 
Freehold Block for Investment 
Guide: £200-230,000 


SEVINGTON, ASHFORD 
Pair of Derelict Cottages with Potential 
Guide: £100-110,000 


CANTERBURY 

Three Bed Bungalow, Gge & Parking 
Guide: £190-200,000 


MARGATE 

Three Bed House for Investment 
Guide: £100-110,000 


STURRY 

Three Acre Site - Good road frontage 
Guide: £200-220,000 



NR FAVERSHAM 
23 Acres inc. former watercress beds 
Guide: £70-75,000 


DOVER 

Mid Terrace House for Improvement 
Guide: £65-70,000 


MILSTEAD 

Scandinavian Style Property in 8 Acres 
Guide: £220-250,000 


TYLER HILL, CANTERBURY 
Detached Three-Bedroom Cottage 
Guide: £120-130,000 


ASHFORD 

Freehold Investment Opportunity 
Guide: £120-125,000 



RAMSGATE 

Commercial/Residential Investment 
Guide: £350-370,000 


CANTERBURY 

Two Bedroom City Maisonette 
Guide: £85-95,000 

LYMINGE, FOLKESTONE 

House & Outbuildings in 24 Acres 
Guide: £480-500,000 


MARGATE 

Flat with three balconies & sea views 
Guide: £65-70,000 

RAMSGATE 

Three Bedroom Terraced House 
Guide: £80-85,000 










kjjdLyJ 


CHATHAM 

End Terrace House for Improvement 
Guide: £100-110,000 


GILLINGHAM 

Semi-Detached House for Improvement 
Guide: £90-95,000 


CHATHAM 

17 Lock-Up Garages for Investment 
Guide: £90-95,000 


MAIDSTONE 

Village House for Modernisation 
Guide: £200-210,000 


HOO, ROCHESTER 
Semi on Large Plot-Potential for Extension 
Guide: £100-110,Of ~ 



SOUTHBOROUGH 
Vacant Extensive Commercial Premises 
Guide: £360-370,000 


STROOD 

fronted House for Improvement 
Guide: £55-65,000 


NORTHFLEET, GRAVESEND 
Substantial Freehold Investment 
Guide: £150-160,000 


BEXLEYHEATH 
Two Purpose Built Flats for Investment 
Guide: £95,000 Plus 



B 1;] 


NEW ELTHAM, SE9 
Commercial/Residential with Potential 
Guide: £330-350,000 



r 


BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA 
Land with Potential 

Guide: £20-30,000 


ORPINGTON 

Bungalow for Improvement 

Guide: £120-130,000 


Catalogue Hotline - calls cost 60 p per minute at all times 

09068 517744 Clive Emson 


View Lots/Download Catalogues 

www.cliveemson.co.uk 


LAND AND PROPERTY AUCTIONEERS 
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Bairstow eves 


Maidstone 01622 691554 

maidstone@bairstoweves.co.uk 


Countrywide 


Maidstone 



Asking Price £75,000 


One bedroom flat, lounge, kitchen with 
integrated appliances and parking. 



£1 19,950 


Unique four bedroom house in town 
centre, no onward chain and viewing 
via agent. Viewing recommended. 


£159,950 


Three Bedroom semi detached house 
in need of refurbishment, good 
commuter links by both road and rail. 


Offers in excess of £ 160,000 


Three bed home has off road parking, 
lounge, kitchen, cellar currently used 
as dining room and bathroom. 


£180,000 


Two bedroom top floor apartment. 
Lake views, parking and en suite 
bathroom. Surprisingly spacious. 



Offers in excess of £ 180,000 


Three bedroom end of terrace situated 
within half mile of Mote Park and town 
centre, available immediately. 


Offers Over £ 190,000 


Corner plot, available with no onward 
chain, lounge and dining room, two 
bedrooms, bathroom, wc and kitchen. 


£249,995 


Extended 3 bed semi detached home, 
extended reception space plus extended 
kitchen. This house must be viewed. 


Fixed Price £250,000 


Detached bungalow with no onward 
chain, a viewing is highly recommended 
as stamp duty is negotiable. 


£499,995 


Detached family home, cul de sac 
position, executive home is offered for 
sale. Must be viewed. 


www.bairstoweves.co.uk 


www. m o rtgagesco u n t ry wi de.co.uk 



www.connells.co.uk 

www.rightmove.co.uk 

Maidstone Branch 




ESTATE 

AGENCY 

r Ac 

YEAR 

2007 


FRAU WINNER 




Connells 



Maidstone 


£159,995 


Maidstone 


£119,950 


Maidstone 


£180,000 


Maidstone 


£179,950 


Maidstone 


£174,995 


Boughton Monchealsea 


£249,995 



A 


• Mid Terrace 2 Bedroom House 

• 2 Allocated Car Parking Spaces 

• Kitchen/diner 

• Cul De Sac Location 


► Top Floor 2 Bed Apartment 

• Balcony 

* Allocated Parking 

► Close proximity of the town 


• 4 Bed 3 Storey Townhouse 

► Ensuite to Master Bedroom 

► Popular Location 

► D. glazing. Central Heating 


• 3 Bed Modern End of Terrace 

• Ensuite to master bedroom 

• Downstairs Cloakroom 

• NO ONWARD CHAIN 


7 


tvtw 

e 1 : 


* Period terrace home 

* Three/Four Bedrooms 

► Flexible Accomodation 

* Gas central heating 



► Modern 3 bed detached house 
• 2 reception rooms 

► Master bedroom with ensuite 

► Garage and parking 


Maidstone 


Maidstone 





- Fantastic 4 Bed Semi Detached 

• Corner Plot Location 

• Extended Kitchen 

• 16" Lounge, Sep. Dining Room 



Sandling Lane 


» 3rd Floor one bed apartment 
»Juliette Balcony 
* Modern fitted kitchen 
» Double Glazed Windows 


• Close to Bus links. 

» Superb 4 Bedroom Semi 
» 2 Reception Rooms 

* 80 Foot rear garden 


Delightful 3 Bedroom Property 
147 Lounge, sep. Dining Room 
Downstairs Cloakroom 
Garage and Drive with Parking 


► Beautiful detached property 

► 3 beds/ Master with ensuite 
* Delightful gardens 

► 2 Reception rooms 


«•«■• ! 1 


• Executive Detached 5 Bedroom 

• Set in approx 1 acre 

• 3 Reception Rooms 

• En suite to Master bedroom 



Tel: 0845 8732419 • maidstonelet@connells.co.uk 


www.connells.co.uk 
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Maidstone £500 PCM 

A newly renovated one bed 
property. It has a Lounge/Diner 
and Kitchen. Double Bedroom 
with fitter carpet and Ensuite 
Shower. Available Now. 


Coxheath £550 PCM 

A well presented one double 
bed house. Offers spacious 
living/dining area, lots of 
storage, white goods in kitchen, 
bathroom, good sized garden. 


Martins Residential Lettings 

11 KING STREET 
MAIDSTONE 
KENT, ME 14 1BA 
Telephone: 01622 688488 
www.martinsestates.co.uk 


Loose £850 PCM 

Semi detached house. Newly 
decorated throughout. Lounge/ 
diner, fitted kitchen, 2 double 
beds and 1 single bed, 
bathroom with shower, Garden. 


Maidstone £600 PCM 

A two bed flat in the town 
centre on Gabriels hill close to 
train station and major 
motorways. It features large 
lounge, kitchen and bathroom. 


Bearsted £850 PCM 

A fantastic opportunity to rent this delightful 
bungalow. It features a large loung/diner, fitted 
kitchen, 2 double beds and single bed, family 
bathroom, a large garden, garage & off road parking. 


Maidstone £865 PCM 

A well presented 3 bed semi detached Victorian 
house. It benefits from a one bed self contained annex 
with appliances, lounge, 2 double beds, single bed, 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating. 


Bearsted £850 PCM 

A fantastic opportunity to rent this delightful 
bungalow. It features a large loung/diner, fitted 
kitchen, two double beds & single bed, family 
bathroom, a large garden, garage & off road parking. 


Maidstone £1,200 PCM 

MRL are pleased to be able to offer this stunning 
Riverside property. 3 Double Beds all with ensuites, 
Riverside balcony and Riverside Sun-terrace. 
Available furnished or unfuminshed. 


Lookinq for a new pad? 

A, I 


Search and find 1000s of Kent homes online 




m 


What houses have been 
sold in the area 


© Look for what schools 
are in the area 

© Look for transport 
links in the area 


Find the nearest 
local supermarkets 










PropertyforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a new home in the County 




Err 
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MOTORS NEWS 



Mazda launches frugal 
new Ford Focus chaser 

MAZDA has launched an all-new rival in 
the hard-fought family hatchback sector. 

The latest Mazda3 (from £13,500) 
echoes the sharp styling of the bigger ‘6’ 
model and gains new 2.2-litre perform¬ 
ance diesel engines of 150PS (148bhp) 
and 185PS (182bhp) output. 

Fuel economy is better by up to 16 per¬ 
cent and C02 emissions reduced by 19 
per cent. Company car user choosers will 
like reduced Benefit in Kind liabilities. 

The range is again offered in five-door 
and four-door formats. 



Chrysler is marking 25 
years in special style 

CHRYSLER is celebrating the Grand 
Voyager’s 25th anniversary with a spe¬ 
cial edition. 

Already big on value, the £32,600 GV 
‘special’ comes with extras including 
leather trimmed seats, dual screen rear 
DVD entertainment system and ‘ucon- 
nect’ GPS sat nav, Xenon headlamps and 
‘Bentle/ style chrome mesh grille. 

But the famous Stow ‘n’ Go system is 
standard, allowing the second and third 
row of seats to fold flat into the floor, 
offering extra luggage space. 



Take the air for free on 
the sharp-suited Cruze 

CHEVROLET is tipped to further boost 
market share with the forthcoming 
sharp-suited Cruze saloon, due to 
replace the ageing Lacetti in July. 

The General Motors value brand is also 
drumming up advance interest by righting 
a glaring omission from an otherwise gen¬ 
erous spec on the £11,545 Cruze 1.6S entry 
model - air con. Normally a £450 extra, 
this will be free on any Cruze ordered 
before August 31 and joins electronic sta¬ 
bility control and follow-me-home light¬ 
ing as major bonuses on this newcomer. 



EYE-CATCHER: The MiTo sums up everything that's great about Alfa Romeo, taking in lines echoing that of the stunning Alfa 8C Competizione supercar and superb value for money 

Alfa will challenge Mini 
with its own 'M-word' 


MINI is the most fashionable 
name in motoring right now - 
especially as we celebrate 50 years 
since the birth of the original. 

But the Mini icon has a formidable new style 
rival now that Alfa Romeo has uttered its own 
four-letter M-word. 

The MiTo sums up everything great about 
Italy: the name mixes fashion capital Milano 
with resurgent motor city Torino, while the 
design draws the eye despite supermini 
dimensions and the whole evokes Alfa sport¬ 
ing heritage and tradition. Admittedly, the 
brand suffered a long flaky patch, but the 
MiTo says Alfa is back, albeit under ownership 
of a similarly reborn Fiat group. 

After taking in lines echoing that of the 
stunning Alfa 8C Competizione supercar and 
a stylish cabin, you quickly realise this is a 
superb driver’s car for the money. 

Our top spec Veloce model featured the tur¬ 
bocharged 155bhp 1.4-litre petrol unit 
(£14,995). It sounds great and delivers 0- 
62mph in eight seconds towards a maximum 
134mph, yet should average well over 40mpg. 


ROAD TEST 



I BY STEVE LOADER 


STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal 


★★★★★ 


Image 

Space 

Value 

Running costs 
Reliability 


★★★★★ 
★★★ 
★★★★★ 
★ ★★★ 

★ ★★★★ 


Green rating 


★★★★ 



SEE MOTORSTV FOR 
MORE ROAD TESTS 
W SIEVE LOADER S) 

yourkenttv.co.uk 


Such all-round appeal is enhanced by a sec¬ 
tor-leading standard-fit package of selectable 
driver aids/modes under the somewhat cheesy 
abbreviation DNA - in this case, short for 
Dynamic, Normal and All-Weather. 

‘Dynamic’ is what Alfa has always strived to 
stand for: quick, taut and responsive with the 
engine yelling to let you know it’s with you all 
the way; ‘Normal’ does what it says on the tin, 
looking after you in busy traffic when more 
comfort is required; while ‘All-Weather’ gets 
you home in the sort of snowy conditions Kent 
experienced earlier in the year, by toning down 
throttle response and keeping you sensible... 
and on the road. 

The MiTo is not the roomiest supermini 
though, but comes with a maximum five-star 
NCAP safety rating and generous specifications. 

The range opens with an unblown 1.4-litre 
petrol at £11,795 and the perky diesels begin at 
£12,245. There is an evocative series of trim lev¬ 
els too; tell your mates you bought the Turismo 
and they probably won’t have clue that you 
bought the cooking version, Lusso doesn’t sound 
half bad even if it is the halfway house, while 
Veloce sounds just right for a famous sporting 
brand. Looks best in red or black though. 



Need a new car? Then visit wwwxarsforkentco.uk 
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www.citroen.co.uk 


UP TO 4 YEARS' 0% APR TYPICAL FINANCE* WITH 
£2000 SCRAPPAGE SCHEME FOR YOUR QUALIFYING OLD CAR f 


NEW CITROEN C4 from £12,360*. 

Model shown: NEW CITROEN C4 1.6 16V VTi 120HP EXCLUSIVE £14,500* 

• Up to 76.3mpg A • 5 models 120g/km CO 2 or less with £35 Road Fund Tax 

• Up to £1000 cashback* 

• £2000 for your qualifying old car with our Scrappage Scheme 1 


0% APR, 


k typical finance for 3 years with 

NO DEPOSIT on selected models 4 


CITROEN C4 PICASSO FROM £12,282*. 

Model shown: CITROEN C4 PICASSO 2.0HDI 16V 138HP EGS EXCLUSIVE £18,950* 

• Up to 60.1 mpg A • Ultra versatile with 5 individual seats • Panoramic windscreen 

• £2000 for your qualifying old car with our Scrappage Scheme t 


0% APR, 


k typical finance for 3 years with 

20% DEPOSIT on selected models 4 


CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASSO FROM £13,150*. 

Model shown: CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASSO 2.0HDi 16V 138HP EGS EXCLUSIVE £19,995* 

• Up to 60.1 mpg A • What Car?'s Best MPV in Britain 2 • Ultra versatile with 7 individual seats 

• £2000 for your qualifying old car with our Scrappage Scheme 1 


0% APR, 


k typical finance for 3 years with 

20% DEPOSIT on selected models* 


CITROEN prefers TOTAL 


CITROEN ECONOMICS 

IS MONEY WELL SPENT 





20 CITROEN VEHICLES WITH 120G/KM C0 2 OR LESS... 

Ask about CITROEN Secure, a unique finance scheme for additional customer comfort, 
at no extra cost 1 . Prices and offers guaranteed until 31st May. 


CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 



n 


*ON THE ROAD RECOMMENDED PRICES AND OFFERS APPLY TO QUALIFYING NEW CITROEN VEHICLES ORDERED 01-30/04/09 AND REGISTERED BY 30/06/09 AND INCLUDE VAT, DELIVERY TO DEALER AND NUMBER PLATES, GOVERNMENT FIRST REGISTRATION FEE, AND 12 MONTHS' GRADUATED VEHICLE EXCISE DUTY 
BLACK/METALLIC PAINT OPTIONAL AT EXTRA COST. PRICES AND OFFERS SHOWN INCLUDE THE DEDUCTION OF THE APPROPRIATE MANUFACTURER'S MODEL CASHBACKS AND/OR DEALER CONTRIBUTION FROM THE MANUFACTURER'S ON THE ROAD RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICES. FROM PRICES SHOWN: NEW CITROEN 
C4 1.41 16V 90HP LX £12,360, CITROEN C4 PICASSO 1.6 16V VTI 120HP LX £12,282 AND CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASSO 1.6 16V VTI 120HP LX £13,150. tGUARANTEED £2000 SCRAPPAGE CASHBACK FOR YOUR OLD CAR WILL APPLY TO CUSTOMERS TRADING IN A QUALIFYING VEHICLE FIRST REGISTERED BEFORE 1ST 
JANUARY 2000 AGAINST THE PURCHASE OF A QUALIFYING NEW CITROEN C4, CITROEN C4 PICASSO AND CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASSO. TO QUALIFY FOR THE CASHBACK, VEHICLE MUST BE PRESENTED WITH A CERTIFICATE OF DESTRUCTION (C.O.D) PROVIDED BY AN AUTHORISED TREATMENT FACILITY (ATF), A V5, VAILD 
MOT, BE PROPERLY INSURED, LEGAL TO BE DRIVEN ON THE HIGHWAY, AND HAVE BEEN REGISTERED IN THE CUSTOMERS NAME FOR A MINIMUM OF 1 YEAR. THIS GUARANTEED CASHBACK IS THE TOTAL VALUE THAT A CUSTOMER WILL RECEIVE FROM THE MANUFACTURER WHEN TRADING IN THEIR QUALIFYING PART 
EXCHANGE VEHICLE FOR A QUALIFYING NEW CITROEN, SEE DEALER FOR FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS. *0% APR TYPICAL FINANCE AVAILABLE OVER 3 YEARS ON NEW CITROEN C4 (EXCLUDING LX], CITROEN C4 PICASSO (EXCLUDING VTR+) AND CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASSO (EXCLUDING VTR+ AND 1.6 LX] MODELS 
AND AVAILABLE OVER 4 YEARS ON CITROEN C4 PICASSO VTR+ CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASSO VTR+ MODELS. FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM CITROEN FINANCIAL SERVICES, QUADRANT HOUSE, PRINCESS WAY, REDHILL, SURREY, RH1 1QA, UK. OVER 18S ONLY. A 
GUARANTEE MAY BE REQUIRED. 1THIS UNIQUE SCHEME ALLOWS ALL QUALIFYING NEW RETAIL CUSTOMERS, IN THE EVENT OF INVOLUNTARY REDUNDANCY, TO RETURN THE FINANCED VEHICLE WITH NO FURTHER PAYMENTS REQUIRED, APART FROM OUTSTANDING ARREARS, EXCESS MILEAGE OR VEHICLE DAMAGE 
COSTS. SOLE TRADERS AND PARTNERSHIPS EXCLUDED. AEXTRA URBAN CYCLE. OFFERS, PRICES AND SPECIFICATION CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS FROM PARTICIPATING DEALERS FOR PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS AND QUALIFYING BUSINESS USERS.TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. PLEASE ASK US FOR DETAILS. 
COMPANIES WITH A CENTRALLY NEGOTIATED AGREEMENT WITH CITROEN UK LTD, NATIONAL FLEETS, MOTABILITY AND CONTRACT HIRE ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS. ALL MODELS SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY. FINANCE OFFERS APPLY TO UK ONLY. 2 CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASSO WHAT CAR?'S BEST MPV 
IN BRITAIN 2009. 

OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES (LITRES PER 100KM/MPG) & C02 EMISSIONS (G/KM); C4 HATCHBACK RANGE: URBAN 5.7-9.1/49.6-31.0, EXTRA URBAN 
3.7-5.1/76.3-55.4, COMBINED 4.4-6.6/64.2-42.8, C02 117-175. C4 PICASSO RANGE: URBAN 6.4-11.8/44.1-23.9, EXTRA URBAN 4.7-6.4/60.1-44.1, COMBINED 5.3-8.4/53.3-33.6, 
C02 140-197. GRAND C4 PICASSO RANGE: URBAN 6.4-11.8/44.1-23.9, EXTRA URBAN 4.7-6.4/60.1-44.1, COMBINED 5.3-8.4/53.3-33.6, C02 140-197. 


WILMOTHS - MAIDSTONE 01622 298470 
WILMOTHS - ASHFORD 01233 878349 
WILMOTHS - FOLKESTONE 01303 488407 
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AFFORDABLE MPVs carsf erkent.co.uk ^ 

JUST a few years ago, a new breed of van-based budget people carriers suffered from a 'Postman Pat' image. But the recession has 
brought realism in place of image-conscious consumerism. Many hard-pressed families realise models like those featured here can be far 
cheaper to run than a specialist people carrier. Small businesses love them too, because these workhorses can switch from a midweek van 
role to weekend family holdall, with sliding rear doors for easy access. Top-notch diesel options make them reliable and good on fuel too. 


FIAT DOBLO 



NOT the greatest looking MPV, but the Doblo probably offers more 
space to the pound than any other. Odd looks disguise surprisingly 
good handling and comfort, with easy access via two rear sliding 
doors. Fiat diesel technology makes it attractive too, although it is 
best to go for the top of the range 103bhp turbodiesel to get any¬ 
thing like decent acceleration with a load - it hits 60mph in 12.6 sec¬ 
onds compared with the entry level 1.2 petrol version's 19 seconds. 

STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★★ 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 


RENAULT KANGOO 



RENAULT invented the MPV thing with the Espace and then the 
Scenic, so the French marque was bound to compete in the budget 
sector. The Kangoo is both spacious and comfortable, with a pliant 
ride. It is available - at a premium price - with a lively 80bhp diesel, 
although petrol options are competent too. Rear sliding doors add to 
the car's huge high roof space efficiency and flexibility and there are 
4x4 Trekka (pictured) versions if you need the extra traction. 


STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal 

★★★★ 

Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 


PEUGEOT PARTNER COMBI/CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 



WE cheated on numbers this week, but these two models are virtu¬ 
ally identical clones even if the Citroen (pictured) is more common 
due to keener prices and higher sales when new. Probably the most 
refined if not the most spacious models in this class, most versions 
are pleasant to drive and ride in though the legendary power and 
refinement of their PSA diesels will most tempt growing families, 
dog lovers or people needing to load up for a sporty lifestyle. 


STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal 

★★★★ 

Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 


www.haynesford.co.uk m. 


KENT’S FIRST FOR USED FORDS 


Why choose haynesford? 

• Unrivalled Choice & Aggressive Pricing. 

• 12 Months Minimum Parts & Labour 
Warranty. 

• 125 Point Mechanical & Safety Check. 

• Relaxed, No Pressure Service. 

• Over 90 Years Ford Experience. 

• Web, Phone or Call In. 



This weeks manager’s specials 

New Shape Fiesta 
now in stock! 



Choice of 3 or 5 door • Petrol or diesel • Choice of engine sizes 
Immediate delivery • 08 58 Registered 

EUROPE’S NO. 1 BEST SELLER 

Please call or visit the website for full details 


For full details of all our used stock please visit www.haynesford.co.uk 


The HaynesFord Sales Centre 


m 





‘Relax.. .when it’s from theAMMMFS group.’ 


Call 0844 815 2231 

23 Ashford Road Maidstone 
Open Monday-Friday 8am-7pm 
Saturday 9am - 5pm Sunday lOam - 4pm 


Pictures for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request, finance is subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. E&OE. 38173 
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CHRYSLER 

GRAND VOYAGER, alloy wheels, 
climate control, computer, cruise 
control, driver airbag, electric mirrors, 
electric windows, foglights, front 
armrest, head restraints, folding rear 
seats, leather seats, lumbar support, 
immobiliser, park distance control, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, rear armrest, remote 
locking, roof rails, side airbags, 
radio/cd, rear headrests, insurance 
group:16, black, 18000 miles, 
£13995, Sittingbourne, 01795 
429802 (TRADE) 

CITROEN 

C3,1.1 i Desire 5dr, adjustable seats, 
adjustable steering column/wheel, air 
con, computer, driver airbag, electric 
windows, head restraints, folding rear 
seats, immobiliser, passenger airbag, 
power assisted steering, remote 
locking, side airbags, radio/cd. 
insurance group:2, blue, 16453 miles, 
£4995, Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 

FORD 

C-MAX, 1,8TDCi Titanium 5dr 
ng08hhr, contact the used car team 
for more help, all vehicles come with 
balance of 3 year, balance of 3 year 
warranty, 18 alloys, rain sensing 
wipers, abs, adjustable seats, 
adjustable steering column/wheel, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, central 
locking, child locks, colour coding 
body, computer, driver airbag, electric 
mirrors, electric windows, foglights, 
front armrest, heated screen, locking 
wheel nuts, immobiliser, metallic 
paintwork, passenger airbag, power 
assisted steering, remote locking, 
insurance group: 8, grey, 25509 
miles, £13995, Sittingbourne, 01795 
426693 (TRADE) 

C-MAX, 1.8TDCi Titanium 5dr, 
titanium x pack, with over 400 ford 
cars in stock today, contact the used 
car team for more help, 8 alloys, 
bluetooth, bluetooth handsfree and 
voice control, park assist, privacy 
glass, rain sensing wipers, solar 
reflect windscreen, xenon headlights, 
abs, air con, alloy wheels, central 
locking, colour coding body, cruise 
control, driver airbag, electric mirrors, 
electric windows, foglights, heated 
screen, leather seats, leather 
upholstery, immobiliser, metallic, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, black, 3629 miles, £14695, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 426693 
(TRADE) 


C-MAX, 1.8 Titanium 5dr, abs, 
adjustable steering column/wheel, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, central 
locking, child locks, colour coding 
body, driver airbag, electric mirrors, 
electric windows, foglights, heated 
screen, locking wheel nuts, 
immobiliser, passenger airbag, power 
assisted steering, remote locking, 
insurance group: 8, silver, 26251 
miles, £11995, Sittingbourne, 01795 
426693 (TRADE) 

RANGER, Pick Up Wildtrak Double 
Cab TD 4WD, 156 ps, max weight 
2985 kg, max pulling weight 3000 
kg. alloy wheels, cat 1 alarm, reverse 
parking sensors, finance available, 
full dealer facilities, hp+leasing, 
warranty, warrantied mileage. 5 
seater, blue, 8 miles, £14645, 
Gravesend, 01474 537111 (TRADE) 

RANGER, Pick Up XLT Thunder Double 
Cab TD 4WD, 156 bhp, cat 1 alarm, 
reverse parking sensors, finance 
available, full dealer facilities, 
hp+leasing, warranty, warrantied 
mileage. 5 seater, silver, 10 miles, 
£13999, Gravesend, 01474 537111 
(TRADE) 

RANGER, Pick Up XLT Thunder Double 
Cab “AUTO + 20 ALLOY*, Iv58kmz, 
156 ps, double cab, air conditioning, 
alloy wheels, cd player, electric 
windows, full leather, rear park assist, 
finance available, full dealer facilities, 
hp+leasing, warranty. 5 seater, silver, 
100 miles, £14990, Crayford, 01322 
621667 (TRADE) 

S-MAX, 2.0 TDCi Titanium 5dr Auto, 
ad08xpb, adjustable seats, adjustable 
steering column/wheel, alloy wheels, 
climate control, computer, cruise 
control, driver airbag, electric mirrors, 
electric windows, foglights, front 
armrest, electrically adjustable seats, 
head restraints, folding rear seats, 
lumbar support, immobiliser, park 
distance control, passenger airbag, 
power assisted steering, remote 
locking, side airbags, radio/cd, rear 
headrests, sports seats, insurance 
group: 11, grey, 16343 miles, £15990, 
Crayford, 01322 621667 (TRADE) 

S-MAX, 1.8 TDCi LX 5dr [5], ng07alu, 
adjustable seats, adjustable steering 
column/wheel, air conditioning, 
computer, driver airbag, electric 
mirrors, electric windows, foglights, 
front armrest, head restraints, folding 
rear seats, immobiliser, passenger 
airbag, power assisted steering, 
remote locking, side airbags, 
radio/cd, rear headrests, insurance 
group:10, blue, 37668 miles, £11990, 
Crayford, 01322 621667 (TRADE) 


S-MAX, 2.0 TDCi Titanium 5dr [140] 
Auto*DVD NAV+X PACK*, gf58bpy, 
adjustable seats, adjustable steering 
column/wheel, alloy wheels, climate 
control, computer, cruise control, 
driver airbag, electric mirrors, electric 
windows, foglights, front armrest, 
electrically adjustable seats, head 
restraints, folding rear seats, lumbar 
support, immobiliser, park distance 
control, passenger airbag, power 
assisted steering, remote locking, 
side airbags, radio/cd, rear headrests, 
sports seats, panoramic roof, sony 
6cd player, with over 400 ford cars in 
stock today, contact the used car 
team for more help, all vehicles come 
with balance of 3 year, 18 alloys, 
bluetooth handsfree and voice 
control, dvd sat nav, park assist, 
parking sensors, privacy glass, rain 
sensing wipers, rear park assist, 
xenon headlights, air condit, silver, 
9350 miles, £20495, Sittingbourne, 
01795 426693 (TRADE) 

S-MAX, 1.8 TDCi Titanium 5dr [5], 
ek08djv, alloy wheels, climate control, 
computer, cruise control, driver 
airbag, electric mirrors, electric 
windows, foglights, front armrest, 
electrically adjustable seats, head 
restraints, folding rear seats, lumbar 
support, immobiliser, park distance 
control, passenger airbag, power 
assisted steering, remote locking, 
side airbags, radio/cd multichanger, 
rear headrests, sports seats, 
insurance group:10, black, 5849 
miles, £17990, Crayford, 01322 
621667 (TRADE) 

TRANSIT “BRAND NEW**, 09, panel 
van, finance available, full dealer 
facilities, hp+leasing, warranty, white, 
0 miles, £7695, Crayford, 01322 
621667 (TRADE) 

TRANSIT CONNECT, gl09smc, panel 
van, cd player, remote locking, 
finance available, full dealer facilities, 
pep, swb. white, 50 miles, £7995, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 426693 
(TRADE) 

HONDA 

CIVIC, 2.2 i-CTDi Sport 5dr, oe56ewl, 
alloy wheels, climate control, driver 
airbag, electric mirrors, electric 
windows, front armrest, head 
restraints, headlight washers, folding 
rear seats, immobiliser, passenger 
airbag, power assisted steering, 
remote locking, side airbags, 
radio/cd, rear headrests, traction 
control, insurance group:10, silver, 
31000 miles, £10995, Sittingbourne, 
01795 429802 (TRADE) 


HYUNDAI 

GETZ, 1.1 GSI 3dr, gf05cwu, abs, 
adjustable steering column/wheel, 
central locking, driver airbag, folding 
rear seats, electric windows, 
immobiliser, passenger airbag, 
radio/cd, power assisted steering, 
insurance group:3, red, 40000 miles, 
£3495, Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 

KIA 

PICANTO, 1.1 LS 5dr, gj57cdu, abs, 
adjustable steering column/wheel, air 
conditioning, central locking, driver 
airbag, electric windows, head 
restraints, folding rear seats, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, radio/cd, rear headrests, 
insurance group:3, red, 19232 miles, 
£4495, Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 

MAZDA 

BT-50, Ix08ymg, finance available, 
full dealer facilities, hp+leasing, 
warranty, warrantied mileage, silver, 
3468 miles, £7999, Gravesend, 
01474 537111 (TRADE) 

MERCEDES-BENZ 


A150, Avantgarde SE Automatic, 

2009, jupiter red, 3530 miles, 

£15497, Ashford, 0845 481 6427 
(TRADE) 

A150, 5 DOOR Classic SE, 2009, polar 
silver metallic, 5000 miles, £15332, 
Maidstone, 0845 481 6487 (TRADE) 

A150, 5 DOOR Elegance SE, 2009, 
steppe brown metallic, 3000 miles, 
£16498, Canterbury, 0845 481 6437 
(TRADE) 

A150, 5 DOOR Classic SE, 2009, 
mountain grey metallic, 4000 miles, 
£14712, Tonbridge, 0845 481 6497 
(TRADE) 

A160, 5dr Classic SE, 2009, cosmos 
black metallic, 3000 miles, £13998, 
Canterbury, 0845 481 6437 (TRADE) 

A160 CDI, 5 DOOR Classic SE, 2008, 
polar silver metallic, 3000 miles, 

£11995, Tonbridge, 0845 481 6497 
(TRADE) 

A160 CDI, 5 DOOR Classic SE, 2009, 
cosmos black metallic, 5000 miles, 
£15480, Maidstone, 0845 481 6487 
(TRADE) 

A160 CDI, 5 DOOR Classic SE, 2009, 
mistral blue, 5000 miles, £14980, 
Maidstone, 0845 481 6487 (TRADE) 


VITO, lllcdi xlong 2.2, ey04phz, 
panel van, mot-10-2009, electric 
windows, factory fitted bulk head, 
finance available, full dealer facilities, 
hp+leasing, Iwb. red, 57500 miles, 
£5990, Crayford, 01322 621667 
(TRADE) 

MITSUBISHI 

COLT, 1.5 CZC3 2dr, gf09kz0, abs, 
adjustable seats, adjustable steering 
column/wheel, air conditioning, alloy 
wheels, computer, driver airbag, 
electric mirrors, electric windows, 
foglights, head restraints, leather 
seats, immobiliser, passenger airbag, 
power assisted steering, remote 
locking, side airbags, radio/cd. 
insurance group:7, silver, 50 miles, 
£10999, Sittingbourne, 01795 
429802 (TRADE) 

COLT, 1.1 Mirage 3dr, gf55kyj, 
adjustable seats, adjustable steering 
column/wheel, air conditioning, alloy 
wheels, central locking, computer, 
driver airbag, electric mirrors, electric 
windows, foglights, head restraints, 
folding rear seats, immobiliser, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, radio/cd, rear headrests, 
insurance group:4, grey, 11675 miles, 
£4995, Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 

COLT, 1.5 CZC3 2dr ‘Delivery Miles 
Only*, gf09kzm, abs, air conditioning, 
alloy wheels, computer, driver airbag, 
electric mirrors, electric windows, 
foglights, head restraints, leather 
seats, immobiliser, passenger airbag, 
power assisted steering, remote 
locking, side airbags, radio/cd. 
insurance group:7, blue, 50 miles, 
£10999, Sittingbourne, 01795 
429802 (TRADE) 

COLT, 1.1 Blue 3dr, alloys, central 
locking, computer, driver airbag, 
electric windows, immobiliser, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, remote locking, side 
airbags, radio/cd, rear headrests, 
insurance group:3, blue, 22000 miles, 
£4995, Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 

l-CAR, 5dr Auto, abs, adjustable 
seats, air con, alloys, anti theft 
system, central locking, cloth 
upholstery, colour coding body, colour 
coding interior, driver airbag, electric 
mirrors, electric windows, folding rear 
seats, locking wheel nuts, 
immobiliser, metallic paintwork, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, radio, remote locking, tinted 
glass, insurance group:4, saving, 
silver, 500 miles, £7993, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 


OUTLANDER, II 2.0 DI-DC Elegance 
5dr, Iv58bhl, abs, adjustable seats, 
adjustable steering column/wheel, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, anti theft 
system, central locking, leather seats, 
locking wheel nuts, immobiliser, 
navigation system, park distance 
control, remote locking, sunroof, 
insurance group:12, blue, 6500 miles, 
£20995, Sittingbourne, 01795 
429802 (TRADE) 

PEUGEOT 

107, 1.0 Sport XS 3dr, gj07tuv, abs, 
adjustable steering column/wheel, 
alloy wheels, driver airbag, electric 
windows, front armrest, head 
restraints, folding rear seats, 
immobiliser, passenger airbag, power 
assisted steering, rear armrest, 
remote locking, side airbags, 
radio/cd, rear headrests, insurance 
group:1, stripes, was, black, 9800 
miles, £6695, Sittingbourne, 01795 
429802 (TRADE) 

207, 1.6 HDi 90 Sport 3dr, abs, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, computer, 
driver airbag, electric mirrors, electric 
windows, foglights, head restraints, 
folding rear seats, immobiliser, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, remote locking, side 
airbags, radio/cd, rear headrests, 
sports seats, insurance group:5, blue, 
18000 miles, £7995, Sittingbourne, 
01795 429802 (TRADE) 

207, 1.4 Urban 3dr, gk57vxn, abs, 
adjustable seats, adjustable steering 
column/wheel, computer, driver 
airbag, folding rear seats, electric 
windows, immobiliser, head 
restraints, passenger airbag, radio/cd, 
power assisted steering, rear 
headrests, remote locking, side 
airbags, insurance group:3, blue, 

4587 miles, £6495, Sittingbourne, 
01795 429802 (TRADE) 


RENAULT 


CLIO, 1.216V Dynamique 3dr [AC], 
gf55gsy, abs, adjustable seats, 
adjustable steering column/wheel, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, central 
locking, computer, driver airbag, 
folding rear seats, electric mirrors, 
electric windows, foglights, 
immobiliser, head restraints, 
passenger airbag, radio/cd, power 
assisted steering, rear headrests, 
remote locking, side airbags, sports 
seats, sunroof, insurance group:3, 
silver, 14615 miles, £4995, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 


CLIO, 1.2 16V Campus Sport i-music 
2007 3dr, al56law, abs, alloy wheels, 
computer, driver airbag, electric 
windows, foglights, head restraints, 
folding rear seats, immobiliser, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, remote locking, radio/cd, 
rear headrests, sports seats, 
insurance group:3, blue, 16000 miles, 
£5495, Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 

mu mz, 

FORTWO COUPE PASSION, 2008, 
silver metallic, 3000 miles, £8199, 
Maidstone, 0845 481 6488 (TRADE) 

FORTWO COUPE PASSION, 2006, 
sugar candy pink, 7262 miles, £6999, 
Maidstone, 0845 481 6488 (TRADE) 

FORTWO COUPE PASSION, 2008, 
blue metallic, 7400 miles, £7990, 
Maidstone, 0845 481 6488 (TRADE) 

FORTWO COUPE PASSION, 2008, 
deep black, 7600 miles, £7990, 
Maidstone, 0845 481 6488 (TRADE) 

FORTWO COUPE PASSION, 2007, lite 
white, 5900 miles, £6180, Maidstone, 
0845 481 6488 (TRADE) 

FORTWO COUPE PASSION, 2008, 
crystal white, 5500 miles, £8199, 
Maidstone, 0845 481 6488 (TRADE) 

FORTWO COUPE PASSION, 2007, lite 
white, 16300 miles, £5999, 
Maidstone, 0845 481 6488 (TRADE) 

SUBARU 

IMPREZA, 2.0 WRX AWD Turbo 4dr, 
ek54jvv, adjustable seats, adjustable 
steering column/wheel, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, central 
locking, driver airbag, electric mirrors, 
electric windows, foglights, head 
restraints, immobiliser, passenger 
airbag, power assisted steering, side 
airbags, radio/cd, sports seats, 
insurance group:20, blue, 31500 
miles, £8995, Sittingbourne, 01795 
429802 (TRADE) 

im—— i 

IGNIS, 1.3 GL 5dr, Ix56rzk, adjustable 
seats, central locking, driver airbag, 
electric mirrors, electric windows, 
foglights, head restraints, folding 
rear seats, lumbar support, 
immobiliser, passenger airbag, 
power assisted steering, remote 
locking, roof rails, side airbags, 
radio/cd, rear headrests, insurance 
group:5, grey, 18000 miles, £4995, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 


SWIFT, 1.5 GLX 5dr, gf06mrx, abs, 
adjustable seats, air conditioning, 
alloy wheels, driver airbag, electric 
mirrors, electric windows, foglights, 
head restraints, folding rear seats, 
immobiliser, power assisted steering, 
remote locking, side airbags, 
radio/cd, rear headrests, insurance 
group: 6, grey, 17000 miles, £6995, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 

VAUXHALL 

ASTRA, 1.6116V SXi Digital 5dr, 
eo55hym, abs, adjustable seats, 
adjustable steering column/wheel, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, central 
locking, computer, driver airbag, 
electric mirrors, electric windows, 
foglights, head restraints, folding rear 
seats, lumbar support, immobiliser, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, remote locking, side 
airbags, radio/cd multichanger, rear 
headrests, sports seats, insurance 
group:6, black, 23000 miles, £6995, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 
(TRADE) 

VOLKSWAGEN 

GOLF, 2.0 GTTDI 5dr,wg55wln, 
adjustable seats, adjustable steering 
column/wheel, air conditioning, alloy 
wheels, central locking, climate 
control, computer, driver airbag, 
electric mirrors, electric windows, 
foglights, head restraints, folding rear 
seats, lumbar support, immobiliser, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, remote locking, side 
airbags, radio/cd, rear headrests, 
sports seats, traction control, 
insurance group:13, grey, 31300 
miles, £10995, Sittingbourne, 01795 
429802 (TRADE) 

VOLVO 

V40, 2.0TSE 5dr Auto, gf03vnk, 
adjustable seats, adjustable steering 
column/wheel, alloy wheels, climate 
control, computer, cruise control, 
driver airbag, electric mirrors, electric 
windows, foglights, front armrest, 
electrically adjustable seats, head 
restraints, folding rear seats, leather 
seats, lumbar support, immobiliser, 
passenger airbag, power assisted 
steering, rear armrest, remote 
locking, side airbags, radio/cd, rear 
headrests, insurance group: 14, black, 
65000 miles, £4995, Sittingbourne, 
01795 429802 
(TRADE) 


No need to scrap to get a £2000 
discount with our minimum part 
exchange offer. 


Part Exchange any car, any age, any condition with Tax and MOT 


08 58 Vauxhall Corsa 
1.2 Life5dr 

Normal Price 
£8,499 


Choice 
of 13 


Less Minimum 

SAVE rt ii c i a "9 e 

£ 4,660 £2000 

against YOU pay from 

NFW _ _ 


08 58 Vauxhall Vectra 
Exclusive 1.8 5dr 

Normal Price 
£9,999 


Choice 
of 6 



-r-'wy IIurn 

£6,499 


Less Minimum 
SAVE Part Exchange 

£ 7,110 £2000 

against r °u pay from 

" ,*£ 7,999 



See our website for more great savings and details of how to find a showroom near you. 

Kent 0845 871 7104 South Herts 0845 871 7046 

Essex 0845 871 5296 North Herts 0845 871 7089 

London 0845 871 5169 Hampshire 0845 871 5176 


Open Mon to Fri: 
9am - 7pm 
Sat: 9am - 6pm 
Sun: 11am - 5pm 


Minimum 

£2000 

Part Exchange 

Allowance* 



08 08 Peugeot 308 S HDi 90 5dr 


including Air 
Conditioning 

Normal 

Price 

£9,999 


A CHOICE 
OF 17 IN STOCK 
FOR IMMEDIATE | 
DELIVERY 


Less Minimum 
SAVE Part Exchange 


£ 8,195 £2000 

against pay from 

“ £ 7,999 


© 


Waters ❖AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 

www.autoplanet.co.uk 


all 

makes 

um»i 
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yourkentdating 

W LOOKING FOR ROMANCE? TRY ONLINE... www.people2people.co.uk/kos.asp 




WOMEN seeking men 

SWEET DEBS 

Hopeful, happy, shy girl, 22, loves all 
the normal stuff about life, searching 
for a mature guy, 24-39, for loving 
friendship and happiness. Box 880373 

© 

SINGLE DADS WELCOME 

Lovely single mum, 23, cuddly and 
curvy, 5ft6, blonde and blue-eyed, like 
a drink, animals, reading, cinema, 
looking for honest, trustworthy and 
caring mate. Box 451249 © 

MATCH OF THE DAY! 
Fun-to-be-with, blonde female, 25, 

5ft2, a woman who loves football! 
Enjoys going out and staying in, look¬ 
ing for a like-minded man, to be her 
soulmate. Box 446494 ©_ 

NOT YOUR 

BROWN-EYED GIRL, BUT... 

Blue eyed brunette, 27, 5ft1, loves 
films, walking, darts, pool, singing, me 
time! Looking for honest guy with 
GSOH, to get to know. Box 880105 

© _ 

ME AND YOU 

Medium build girl, 28, brown hair, 
green eyes, seeking honest guy who 
looks after number one, for lasting 
relationship. Box 451834 © 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU... 
Sociable girl, 28, loves pubs, social 
drinks, meeting new people & more, 
seeks similar male, 58-62, for a last- 
ing relationship. Box 448756 © 

GIVE AND TAKE IN LOVE 
Loving loyal female, 30, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeking LTR with male 30- 
35, 6ft+, no baggage, in the 
Maidstone area. Box 448471 © 
SEEKING MR DARCY 
Warm, kind and sincere woman, 31, 
lots of love and loyalty for the right 
person, seeking an honest genuine 
man with a good heart. Box 451004 
© 

HAPPY SHOPPER! 

Easygoing female, 32, enjoys shop¬ 
ping, football, eating out, cosy night in, 
WLTM loving, caring white male, 35- 
47, for long-term, loving relationship. 
No time-wasters. Box 444214 © 
STACEY LOOKING 
FOR HER GAVIN 
Slim, blue-eyed beauty, 31, Tunbridge 
Wells, loving, caring, very genuine. 
Wanting someone to cuddle up with at 
night and have lots of laughs with. 

Box 881494©_ 

CUDDLY FEMALE 
32, 5ft9, brown hair, curvy figure, 
enjoys having fun and a laugh and 
WLTM nice, kind gent. Box 439402 
©_ 

HORSES FOR COURSES... 
Caring, loving, affectionate female, 30, 
5'2”, blonde, likes walking, horse rid¬ 
ing, animals, seeks affectionate male, 
30-40, for lasting, loving relationship. 
Box 384013 ©_ 

FIT FOR FUN 

Petite, dark-haired girl, 33, 5ft, fit, 
loves badminton, cinema and more, 
searching for an active man, with 
heart and soul. Box 881047 © 

SOUND GOOD? 

Hello I'm 35, kind, caring and non¬ 
smoking, enjoy cooking, cinema, 
music, dining in and out, looking for 
that special someone to enjoy a rela- 
tionship with. Box 447595 ©_ 

LIVING IT 

Fair-haired female, 35, 5ft, loves the 
gym, pubs, nights out and fine compa¬ 
ny, searching for fun bloke, for life, 
love and laughter. Box 881011 © 

HISTORIC MEETING? 

Mum of three, 36, long mousey hair, 
blue eyes, interested in historical 
places, music, eating out, seeks kind, 
caring, genuine mate 36-49, non- 
smoker, for LTR. Box 440693 © 
LOOKING FOR 
A LOVING CHAP 
Ashford-based woman looking for an 
honest, friendly, caring and loving 
man. I have two kids and enjoy the 
usual things in life. Box 446985 © 


MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE 

Good looking woman, 37, 5ft2, brown 
hair/eyes, 2 kids. Looking for new 
friends and hopefully someone spe- 
cial. Box 446039 ©_ 

ON THE LOOKOUT FOR LOVE 
37yr old female, 2 kids, slim, brown 
hair and eyes, 5ft2, looking for a car¬ 
ing, loving, honest and trusting mate 
to be my someone special. Box 
446552 ©_ 

GALLOP AHEAD! 

Maidstone-based woman, 36, 5ft5, 
slim, blue eyes. I'm caring, honest and 
have 4 children. I enjoy drives and 
horse riding and WLTM honest, reli¬ 
able man. Box 451311 © 

PERHAPS PERHAPS 
Fun, bubbly, outgoing blonde, late 
30s, down-2-earth, with GSOH, 
searching for tall, genuine fella, for 
fun, friendship and more? Box 451385 
© 



QUICK, EASY WAY 
TO VIEW QHOTOS! 

Just enter the six-digit 
Box number, followed by 
a space, then PHOTO and 
send to 82250 

Your phone must be WAP-enabled I 
- £1.50 per photo 

ADDING QHOTOS! 

Email: Send your photo and 
Member Number to: 
Louise@g8wave.co.uk 
Mobile: Register your number 
with us & send by MMS to 
07786 203 777. 

Enter P2P as subject. 

MMS - network charges apply. I 

UNDERSTAND ME 

Open, honest straight girl, 37, 5'6", 
slim, pale and cute, own home, 
searching for sensual, strong, younger 
man, to help me relax and enjoy life. 
Box 451524 ©_ 

WISHFULLY YOURS 
Loving female, 37, 5ft2, brown hair, 
slim, looking for honest, caring male 
with GSOH, for friendship, leading to 
more. Ashford. Box 449915 © 

LOVE TO LOVE YOU 
Lovely female, 36, 5ft4, medium/large 
build, blonde, blue eyes, own house, 
loves walking, going out, the usual! 
Seeking male for long-term/serious 
relationship. Box 438102 ©_ 

MEND A BROKEN HEART 
Single mum, 37, fun-loving, been hurt 
in past, looking for nice, genuine guy 
for hopeful happiness - no time 
wasters! Box 908053 © Q_ 

SEIZE THE DAY 
Loving female, 36, 5ft4, brown hair, 
green eyes, likes socialising, staying 
in, seeks genuine mate for friendship 
and more. Box 428666 ©_ 

BLONDE AMBITION 
Bubbly, cuddly, blonde single mum, 

39, 5ft6, likes cars, reading, pubs, cosy 
nights in, having a laugh, looking for 
fight male for LTR. Box 905614 © Q 

CUTE AS CAN BE 
Cute, single mum of 4, 38yrs old, 
Kent-based, into most things, looking 
for friendship or possibly romance. 

Box897983 OQ_ 

ENTHUSIASM ENCOURAGED! 
Lovely pretty big-busted lady, 39, 
medium build, 5ft5, lots of energy! 
likes the gym, reading, new experi¬ 
ences! seeking a nice man for poten¬ 
tial exciting relationship! Box 446724 
© 


FREE AD placement, call: 

0808 156 5339 

(Calls are free; mobile rates may vary; check with your provider) 


REPLY to an ad, call: 

0905 211 0651 

(Calls cost £1.20/min; contact your service provider for details) 


COLLECT your messages: 

0906 550 4335 

(Calls cost £l/min; contact your service provider for details) 


REPLY by Oext 

You can choose to text the member’s 6-digit box number followed by a 
space, then your message (max of 160 characters) and send to 82250 
e.g. 654321 Hi my name is... Standard network rates apply to send 
messages. Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message. 


JOINED AT THE HIP 

Sociable petite girl with great SOH, 

40, blonde, sociable, love football! 
Looking for fun guy with great SOH 
for inseparable partnership. Box 
880434© 

TIME TO LIVE AGAIN 

Lovely 40yr old mum, average build, 
brown hair, blue eyes, 5ft2, bubbly 
and GSOH...would like friendship and 
maybe more with the right man. Box 
880149 ©_ 

A NICE BOTTLE OF WINE 
Lovely, glossy brunette, 39yr old, 
petite, bubbly and loving, enjoys the¬ 
atre, music and eating out, WLTM a 
professional, loving and tactile mate 
for a relationship. Box 442551 © Q 

NO TIES 

Lonely, bored, professional Tunbridge 
Wells Asian lady, 40, WLTM slim, sin¬ 
gle, solvent, professional white mate 
40-50 for company, fun, love and 
laughter Box 443573 © 

BETWEEN US 

Asian lady, 41, single, no ties, out 
going, fun loving, professional, looking 
for a white mate, genuine, profession- 
al and solvent. Box 451900 © 

A FAIRY TALE ENDING 
Easy-going blonde animal lover, 41, 
easy-going and tactile, enjoy eating 
out, cinema and pubs, looking for a 
loyal, caring and funny man, 35-45. 
Box 451079 ©_ 

FANCY A DRINK? 

Hi I'm Judith, 40, small, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, love the sea and water- 
sports, cinema, animals; WLTM fun- 
loving guy for friendship and see what 
happens Box 448107_ 

WHERE LOVE TAKES it 
Attractive woman with a great person¬ 
ality to go with, looking to meet a fit, 
tall, well-built black mate, 35-55, for 
fun times and hopefully romance. Box 
450650 ©_ 

A HEART FULL OF LOVE 
Nice looking, 41 yr old mixed race 
female, likes cinema, walks, eating 
out, bowling, WLTM a genuine white 
mate with gsoh for a fun filled friend- 
ship/relationship. Box 450890 © Q 
CHARM ME 

Tall, blonde Russian girl, 42, from St 
Leonards, searching for single and 
sincere man, for friendship and more. 
Box 451019©_ 

ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE 
Hello, I'm Nikki, 41yr young, 5ft1, 
enjoys dining out, cinema and danc¬ 
ing, seeking a male for friendship, 
possible romance and fun times. Box 
444796© 

PROFESSIONAL 
Fun bubbly sexy black female, 42, 
outgoing, positive, fun-loving, seeks 
charming male to have fun and enjoy 
life with. Box 451744 ©_ 

ACTIVE TYPE 


LET’S CLICK 

WLTM a nice guy with a similar 
nature; I'm an outgoing woman, 42, 
with brown hair and green eyes. Tell 
me about you! Box 446847 © 
SWING THIS WAY 
Sweet girl, 43, 5ft2, brown hair/eyes, 
nurse, searching for active man, for 
pubs, clubs and good times. Box 
451028_ 

ALONG THE SHORE 
Recently divorced woman, 43, 5ft3, 
slim, hard-working, fun-loving, likes 
life, looking for a really nice and trust¬ 
worthy guy for a relationship. Box 
451469 ©_ 

LIVE LIFE TO THE FULL 
Good-looking brunette from Kent, 43, 
5ft10, likes bowling, eating in/out etc. 
Looking for a good-looking guy, 35-45, 
with gsoh for friendship/relationship. 
Box 450348 ©_ 

LOOKING FOR LTR 
Single mum, petite, 44, brown 
hair/eyes, looking to share my life with 
a nice, man, a Russian man would be 
great! I like cinema, pubs, music. Box 
451373 ©_ 

TLC ON OFFER FOR 
THE RIGHT PERSON! 

Blonde, blue eyed woman, 44, fun- 
loving, looking for Mr Right. I love 
going out, nights in, movies, walking, 
local gigs. WLTM the right man for 
TLC. Box 880280 © Q_ 

THIS STATE OF 
INDEPENDENCE 
Hard-working female, 41, 5'4”, bubbly, 
independent woman, love to laugh, 
socialising with friends, looking for 
independent man who values TLC. 
Box 414156 ©_ 

A FINE ROMANCE 
Pleasant female, 43, medium/large 
build, blue/green eyes, grown up chil¬ 
dren, beach walks, relaxing, reading, 
wining, seeks sincere male with 
GSOH, for LTR. Box 429071 © 

COME ON DOWN! 

Honest, bubbly female 45, long hair, 
slim, enjoys walking, cinema, socialis¬ 
ing; seeks honest, friendly chap for 
friendship leading to more. Box 
882693 ©_ 

COULD IT BE YOU? 

Hi I'm 44, slim, 5ft8, a redhead, love 
nights out, socialising, looking for 
friendship initially and hopefully more 
later on. Box 889800 Q_ 

JOURNEY TOGETHER 
Coy, shy, cheeky, loving black lady, 

45, enjoys the sunshine, holidays, 
drinks, films and music, looking for a 
man to complete me as I will him. Box 
451721 ©_ 

LOVING IT LARGE 


Lively, energetic and fun loving mum, 
42, I'm 5ft10, petite, pretty, 
blonde/brown hair/hazel eyes. WLTM 
mixed race/black gent, to share good 
times with. Box 451819 © Q 


COSY TIMES TOGETHER 

Fun-loving female, 42, looking for 
someone who can make me laugh 
and enjoys country walks, films, trav¬ 
elling and a nice evening cuddled up. 
Box 881545 © 


A WARM HEART AND GSOH 

Lovely bubbly mum, 43, 5ft6, green 
eyes, dark hair, medium build, loves 
salsa dancing, new things, bowling, 
quiet nights in...looking for compan¬ 
ionship and more. Box 880090 © Q 


Spiritual 44yr old female, enjoy gar¬ 
dening, cooking and walks on the 
beach, WLTM a warm, loving and car¬ 
ing mate for friendship, maybe a LTR. 
Box 444803 ©_ 

ARE YOU THE ONE FOR ME? 
Caring, cute female, 46, petite, likes 
socialising, dancing, travelling, good 
food, seeking intelligent, loyal man 42- 
52 for love and TLC. Box 444366 © 


SOUND GOOD? 

Hi I'm Lynne 46, 5ft4, dark hair/eyes, 
love reading/writing, going out, astrol¬ 
ogy, cars; seeking honest, caring, out¬ 
going guy to enjoy music, fun, friend- 
ship and more! Box 449186 O 



Text KOS to 81188 


Charges: 35p each message you send. Forwarded 
messages and requested matches: 75p incl VAT. 

Over 18s only. To cancel send STOP to 81188. For help call 0871 220 9188 
- lOp/min all times. g8wave, London N7 9AH. ©2009 g8wave 


MAYBE YOU'RE THE ONE? 

Hi I'm Mandy, chocolate brown hair, 
blue eyes, 48, seeking human mate 
(preferably) for nights out, socialising, 
clubbing, meals, lots of laughs and 
much more. Box 437489 O_ 

JUST IMAGINE 
Petite, brunette, bubbly, friendly, 
easygoing single mum, 49, enjoys 
cinema, eating out, socialising, most 
things, WLTM genuine mate, to see 
where life takes us! Box 893562 © 

BE MY GUY 

Young 50s lady, slim, 5ft4, fair hair, a 
smoker, loves music, going out, cook¬ 
ing, gardening, seeking similar loving, 
caring, honest mate. Box 449288 © 
HERE AND NOW 
Outgoing lady, 50, enjoys walks along 
the beach, nights out and in with a 
quiet bottle of wine, seeks man to 
love forever. Box 449524 ©_ 

CARING & PROFESSIONAL 
Female 49, 5ft4, long hair, slim, likes 
eating out, the beach, travel, seeks a 
friendly chap, 48-55. Box 417100 © 

OPENNESS AND HONESTY 
I'm 52, curvy, lively, intelligent with 
sharp SOH, enjoy conversation, live 
music, eating out and cinema...look¬ 
ing for someone comfortable in his 
own skin. Box 879785 © Q_ 

COMPANIONSHIP, 

LAUGHTER, MORE 
Curvy & cuddly, outgoing, friendly, 
honest female, 53, 5ft7, larger build, 
fair hair, likes socialising, country 
walks, theatre, cinema, music, swim¬ 
ming, WLTM similar loving mate. Box 
443642©_ 

CUDDLY BUNDLE OF JOY 
Loving caring homely lady, 54, hon¬ 
est, shy, likes gardening, long walks 
and more, looking for a fun-loving, 
passionate tactile man for nights out 
and more. Box 451967 ©_ 

DO YOU HAVE THE 
BRAINS & THE LOOKS?! 
Professional, attractive female, 54, 
enjoys the countryside, gardening, 
keeping fit, reading and live music, 
looking to meet an attractive and 
intelligent man for a relationship. Box 
448863 © Q 

LET'S SEE WHAT HAPPENS! 

Smart petite lady, 56, 5ft4, tall, blonde 
hair, green eyes, likes restaurants, 
theatre, cinema, travel abroad; seek¬ 
ing happy guy with similar interests. 
Box 448795 ©_ 

IN STITCHES! 

Kind lady, in my 50's, blonde 
hair/hazel eyes, curvy build. I like cin¬ 
ema/theatre, walking, reading, cook¬ 
ing, gardening, sewing, meals out. 
WLTM similar gent. Maidstone. Box 
451836 ©_ 

NOT ASKING FOR MUCH 
Fun loving, bubbly, tactile lady, 50s, 
enjoys the good life, holidays and 
cosy nights in, I'm voluptuous & look- 
ing for a real man. Box 903560 © Q 
WALKS ALONG THE COAST 
Honest & sincere female, 58, tall, 
GSOH, loves country pubs, coasts, 
cinema, seeking a man who's a 
match for me with GSOH for relation- 
ship. Box 441622 ©_ 

HAPPY AS ME 
Fun-to-be with, happy, contented 
lady, 60, 5ft4,1 enjoy theatre, dining 
out and having friends round for a 
meal, gardening and pets. Box 
882812 © Q_ 

SOMEONE TO 
SHARE LIFE WITH 
Attractive retired lady, 63, loves swim¬ 
ming and cycling, cinema, eating 
out...seeks company with a great 
SOH, young-minded, to enjoy any- 
thing that happens. Box 451579 © 

Women 

seeking women^F 

IT'S WHAT'S 
INSIDE THAT COUNTS 

I'm a 26yr old female, looking for new 
friends and maybe that special 
girl...let's have a meal and a drink 
and see what happens! Box 448722 

© 

FUN AND MAYBE MORE 

Hi I'm 37, new to town and would 
love to meet some genuine compan¬ 
ions to socialise with and go out and 
have some fun. Box 880564 © 

FRIENDSHIP, 

HOPEFULLY MORE 
Feminine woman, easygoing, caring, 
45, long brown hair, blue eyes. I love 
music, eating out, reading/writing, 
drives, weekends away. WLTM boy- 
ish female. Box 448248 © 



MEN seeking women 


FOR LOVE 

Hard-working mate, 29, 5ft10, dark 
hair, brown eyes, medium build, plays 
harder! likes going/eating out, walks, 
pubs, loves life, seeking similar 
happy, trustworthy lady. Box 442752 
©_ 

LET'S BE HAPPY TOGETHER 
Professional mate, 32, 6ft2, medium 
build, likes golf, football and snooker, 
WLTM a female with a great person¬ 
ality for everlasting happiness. Box 
446121 © _ 

SAY IT LOUD, SAY IT PROUD 
32 year old mate, 6ft tall, dark 
hair/blue eyes, looking for someone 
who wants to start a great life of love 
and romance...don't be shy. Box 
881824© 

MAKE ME SMILE 
Hi I'm Rob, 6ft, long hair, blue eyes, 
likes going out partying, socialising, 
music, seeks outgoing girl for fun and 
laughter. Box 451796 O 

ATTRACTIVE FELLA 
Tall, dark and handsome chap, 33yrs 
old. I'm looking for a lively, attractive 
woman, 21-47, to get to know. Give 
me a call! Box 451893 © _ 

TRY ME 

Down-to-earth, laid back guy, a father 
of 2, 5ft7, 35, brown eyes, shaved 
head. I enjoy eating out, swimming, 
films and family time. Box 451418 © 
NOTHING TO LOSE 
Laid back, attractive single dad, 35, 
5ft7, brown eyes, medium build, look¬ 
ing for someone similar to enjoy films, 
socialising and hopefully love... Box 
451286 © Q _ 

CAN YOU PUT UP WITH ME? 

Hi all I'm 37, 6ft, blue eyes, brown 
hair and medium build, great cook 
and SOH, seeking similar lady to take 
out. Box 451503 © _ 

GET ME OUTTA HERE!! 

Loyal, trustworthy, honest family man, 
37, independent, stocky, 5'6”, non- 
smoker, VGSOH, thoughtful and 
aware of others people's feelings, 
with morals/standards. Aquarian. 
Seeking similar loving lady. Box 
879755 © Q 

EVERYTHING I DO 
Lee, driver, 36yr old, 6ft3, dark hair, 
like pubs, clubs, wine bars, places of 
interest, sports and reading, WLTM a 
woman for friendship and romance. 
Box 889720 © Q _ 

TRUSTWORTHY 
Margate man, 37, 6ft3, dark hair, nice 
big build. I work in residential care 
which I love. I'm down-to-earth, kind, 
tactile, with a GSOH. Box 423437 © 
©_ 

FULL MARKS 

Hi I'm Andrew, 38, 6ft3, dark hair, 
blue eyes, hardworking guy, friendly, 
tactile & outgoing, likes enjoying life, 
WLTM easygoing female for friend- 
ship/relationship. Box 443488 © 
NIGHT OUT? NIGHT IN? 
Easygoing mate, 40, likes most things 
in life, seeks slim white female 21-45 
for company, friendship and more. 

Box 451889 © _ 

FRIENDS FIRST 
Caring, understanding chap, 40, 5ft7, 
blue eyes/blond hair, slim/average 
build. I'm easygoing and relaxed and 
like like travel, music, film, restau¬ 
rants, theatre, days out, badminton. 
Box 451361 © _ 

DO YOU FEEL THE SAME? 

Hi ya, I'm Ian, 40, 5ft10, medium 
build, likes a quiet life style, looking 
for someone who can love/accept me 
for who I am. Box 450283 _ 

ETERNAL FLAME 
Nick, 41, 6ft, slim, dark hair/blue 
eyes, likes cinema, country pubs and 
socialising with friends, looking for a 
kind, caring and considerate female, 
35-45. Box 450339 © Q _ 

R U THE 1 FOR ME? 

Lonely, loving male, 40, 6ft2, brown 
hair/eyes, medium/cuddly build, trust¬ 
worthy, genuine and romantic, seek¬ 
ing honest, fun-loving, caring female 
to spend life with. Box 429941 © Q 


BROWSE and listen line: 

0906 753 3093 

(Calls cost 75p/min; contact your service provider for details) 

HELP required with service? 

0871 220 9205 

Live assistance, 2pm-5.30pm. Mon to Fri I Email: louise @ g8wave.co.uk 
(Calls cost lOp/min; contact your service provider for details) 


NOW OR NEVER 

Hi there, I'm a 42yr old male, 5ft11, 
medium build, dark hair. 1 like sports, 
theatre, music, films. Looking for like- 
minded lady. Box 451825 © 

LET ME MAKE YOU DINNER 

Young looking 42 yr old with hazel 
puppy eyes, 5ft7, looking for nights in 
with romantic tactile lady, perhaps 
Christian like myself. Box 451969 © 
THE REAL THING 

Happy-go-lucky, fun-loving male, 42, 

5ft9, brown eyes, medium build, likes 
nights out/in with a can of coke, seek¬ 
ing similar female for companionship. 

Box 441762 © 

TO BUILD A RELATIONSHIP 

Hard-working true gent, 44, reliable, 
trusting, loving, genuine, likes sport, 
cars, socialising, music, films; seeks 
oriental/black love of his life. Box 

451917 © 

MUSIC LOVER 

Not bad-looking mate, 51,5ft11, medi¬ 
um build, very short grey hair, loves 
music, tv, the odd drink, socialising; 
WLTM friend first and then see. Box 
451846 © 

AFFECTION WANTED 

Honest guy, 53, WLTM nice woman, 
any age. 1 like to cuddle and am hop¬ 
ing to find friendship and affection. 1 
like sport and socialising. Box 451823 

EASYGOING 

Mate, 49, 5'6". small/med build, non- 
smoker, likes motorbikes, dancing, 
eating in and out, cinema, walking, 
animals, seeks female, non-smoker, 
for lasting love. Box 811955 © 

STEP BY STEP 

Good guy, with a dry sense of 
humour. 1 like walks, cinema, meals 
out. I'm 58, with grey hair, 6ft2. Box 
451839 © 

WORK HARD, PLAY HARDER 

Loving, tactile, genuine, considerate 
mate, 44, life of the party, loves swim¬ 
ming, music, cinema, reading, WLTM 
the girl to spend great times with... 

Box 451935 © 

NICE TO MEET YOU 

Tall, slim, non-smoking male, Kent 
area. I'm 58 and enjoy playing the 
piano, walking, eating out. WLTM 
nice, non-smoking lady with similar 
interests. Box 446794 © 

LONG-TERM THING 

Hi, I'm Ian, caring, romantic, loyal guy, 

44, 5ft11, slim/medium, fair hair/blue 
eyes, GSOH, looking for woman, 30- 

45, similar nature. Box 451334 © 

GETTING ON! 

Good guy, Canterbury, 60yrs old, 
looking for friendship, maybe more. 1 
have a GSOH and would like to find 
the same in a woman. Box 451841 

HAPPY FUN CHAP 

Average-looking guy, 5ft8 tall, medium 
build, friendly, likes a laugh. Looks 
unimportant, personality more important, 

1 enjoy meals out/eating in. Box 879907 
OPEN AND HONEST 

45 year old man, 5ft10, medium build, 
looking to begin again. I'm romantic, 
solvent, down-to-earth, enjoy most 
things in life, seeking a LTR. Chatham 
Box 430228 © 

PLANT THE SEEDS 

Fun loving, solvent gent, 62, grey 
hair/blue eyes, 5ft10.1 love life, holi¬ 
days, photography, countryside, gar¬ 
dening. WLTM similar lady, 50-62ish, 
slim/medium build. Box 451844 © 

AS NICE AS PIE 

Active mate, 64, young-at-heart, fairly 
fit, keeps healthy, enjoys music, cine¬ 
ma, home life & company, WLTM car¬ 
ing female counterpart. Box 451947 
SUNSHINE 

THROUGH MY WINDOW 

Slim, fit, youthful 64yr old gent. 1 enjoy 
holiday, cinema, music, the sunshine! 

1 have a GSOH and WLTM attractive 
lady. Box 451802 © 

SHARE THE GOOD LIFE 

Professional male, 45, home/car, likes 
cinema, weekends away, coast, BBQ 
and good wine, looking for friendship, 
hopefully more. Box 426202 © 

CATCH OF THE DAY 

Divorced mate, 47, interests: fishing, 
cinema, sport, long walks, country¬ 
side, eating out/romantic dinners. I'm 
looking for someone special, to cuddle 
up with. Box 451878 © 

THE LOOK OF LOVE 

Outgoing and friendly man, 47, blue 
eyes, fair hair, likes the countryside 
and spicy food, looking to meet a nice 
and friendly lady for love. Box 449306 

IS IT ME YOU’RE 

LOOKING FOR? 

Kind, genuine, down-to-earth mate, 

47, seeking companionship and LTR. 
5ft10, cropped hair, blue eyes, stocky 
with cuddly belly! Box 449583 © © 

ROLL WITH ME 

Easygoing mate, 45, 5'8", likes cine¬ 
ma, dancing, rock and roll music, 
meals out, seeks female, for for 
warmth and affection. Box 103584 © 
MAKE ME SMILE 

Homely guy, down-to-earth, 48, 5ft7, 
brown hair and eyes, good build, likes 
many interests, seeks lady to cuddle 
with. Box 450576 © 

SEE HOW IT GOES 

Loyal mate, 64, 5ft10 and medium 
build, enjoy walks, badminton, travel, 
gardening and theatre, seeking 
female with zest for life and is honest. 
Box 451912© 

Men 

seeking men 

THE LOVE THING 

Canterbury mate, 33, 5ft8, short dark 
hair, enjoys going out and having 
laughs, WLTM similar interesting men 
for good times. Box 451620 

ARE YOU INTERESTED? 

Good guy, looking for mate, 35-50. I'm 
40, green eyes, dark hair, average 
build. 1 enjoy pubs, music, cinema, 
dining in/out. Box 436613 © 

A BRIGHTER FUTURE 

Solvent, professional 41 yr old mate, 
enjoys eating out, films, keeping fit, 
WLTM younger mate for fun, friend¬ 
ship, hopefully love. Box 444725 © 
ADVENTURE & 

FUN GUARANTEED 

Fit, young mate, 41,6ft, blond, green 
eyes, good build, likes keeping fit, 
nights out/in, seeking man, 25-40, 

6ft+, well-built. Box 447518 © 

MEANT TO BE? 

Trustworthy, honest guy, 55, romantic, 
medium built, loves cinema, meals, 
drinks and other things, looking for 
relationship and TLC in Margate... 

Box 451298 © 

POOL TOGETHER 

Easygoing mate, 46, 5'8", likes cine¬ 
ma, dancing, rock and roll, meals out, 
seeks female, for for warmth and 
affection. Folkestone Box 415590 © 
ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR! 
Youthful dad, 45, 510”, brown hair, 
med build, divorcee, likes pubs, cine¬ 
ma, restaurants, theme parks, WLTM 
female, 36-45, slim, for possible LTR. 
Cranbrook Box 737529 © © 



TEXT REPLY: For your protection, you will not be allowed to swap contact 
details until you have exchanged five messages each. GUIDELINES: 
Private individuals seeking long-term, monogamous relationships may 
advertise in yourkentdating. We suggest that ads contain a self-descrip¬ 
tion, age range, and lifestyle description. We reserve the right to refuse 
or edit any ad for any reason. Ads may not be submitted by persons 
younger than 18 years of age for publication in yourkentdating. Also, no 
ads will be published seeking persons younger than 18 years of age. 
DISCLAIMER: KOS Media assumes no liability for the content of or reply 
to any personal advertisement. The advertiser assumes complete lia¬ 
bility for the content of all replies to any advertisement or recorded mes¬ 
sage and for any claims made against KOS Media as a result thereof. 
The advertiser agrees to indemnify and hold KOS Media harmless from 
all costs, expenses (including reasonable solicitor's fees), liabilities and 
damages resulting from or caused by the publication or recording placed 
by the advertiser or any reply to any such advertisement. If you are not 
a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges. Service provided by g8wave Ltd. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: The People2People™ service is provided by g8wave Ltd, 10 
Tileyard Studios, Tileyard Road, London N7 9AH. g8wave Ltd will collect 
the details you provide when placing your ad, including your name and 
address and may use your information to send you details of other relat¬ 
ed services and events operated by the company. Your name and 
address, but no other data, may also be passed on to KOS Media who 
may use it for their own marketing purposes. Your ad may appear in 
other newspapers and on the People2People™ Internet site. If you are 
not a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges, "yourkentdating" is a trademark of g8wave Ltd. 
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TO ADVERTISE: O email US appointments@kosmedia.co.uk TELEPHONE US ON: 01303 817040 ^ FAX US ON: 01303 817004 


ACCOUNTANCY 

ADMINISTRATION, SECRETARIAL, PA 
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, ENVIRONMENT 
ART AND DESIGN 
CATERING, HOSPITALITY 
CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYORS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL CENTRE 
DOMESTIC 

EDUCATION, TEACHER, SCHOOL 
ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING, UTILITIES 
ESTATE AGENCY, PROPERTY 


GRADUATE, TRAINEES 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, SECURITY, DEFENCE 

HR, RECRUITMENT 

INDUSTRIAL, WAREHOUSE, FACTORY 

IT, INTERNET, TELECOMS 

INSURANCE, BANKING, FINANCE 

LEGAL 

LEISURE, TOURISM, TRAVEL 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
MANAGEMENT, SENIOR POSITIONS 
MARKETING, ADVERTISING 


• MOTOR TRADE, DRIVER 

• NOT FOR PROFIT, CHARITIES 

• NURSING, MEDICINE, CARE WORK 

• OTHER 

• PRINT, PACKAGING, DISTRIBUTION 

• PR, MEDIA, JOURNALISM 

• PUBLIC SECTOR, SOCIAL SERVICES 

• RETAIL, WHOLESALE, SALES 

• SCIENTIFIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL, 
RESEARCH 

• TRANSPORT, LOGISTICS, AVIATION 


Senior & General Appointments 66-68 
Public Notice 68 


Abbey Court School 

“WE GROW PEOPLE” 

Abbey Court School, a ‘special’ school and a ‘special’ place to work. 

We are currently looking for... 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

to join and enhance our large and expanding, high calibre team. 
Medway Scale, Grade D2 

£14,891 - £18,937 (pay award pending) + SEN Allowance (£1,162) 

Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic? Does ‘Every Child Matter’ to you? Can you 
make a difference? If so, share your talents and expertise with us. 

Abbey Court is located on 2 sites; Rainham (Primary) and Strood (Secondary and Further 
Education), and caters for pupils aged 4-19 with severe learning difficulties. Working hours are 
32.5 p/w, term time only. Previous experience and/or NNEB (or equivalent) qualifications 
preferred. Comprehensive training and induction will be provided. 

This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of appointment 
for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure. 

For an application pack, please write to/telephone (stating the role for which you are applying): 
Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent ME2 3SP 
(01634 338224) 

Please note CV’s will not be accepted. Closing date: 3.6.2009 


JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in the County 


Gravesend Grammar School for 

A Specialist Science College 

Pelham Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 OJE 
Telephone: 01474 352896 Fax: 01474 331195 
Website:www.ggsg.org.uk 
email: enquiries@ggsg.org.uk 

TEACHER OF 
MATHEMATICS 

Maternity Cover - September 2009 

We are looking for a well-qualified and enthusiastic Teacher of Mathematics to 
join a highly successful Faculty. The person appointed would be required to 
teach up to A’ Level. Maths is a very popular option with students and a high 
proportion go on to study a Mathematical course in Higher Education. 

The person appointed will receive high quality mentoring and support. The 
Faculty enjoys excellent facilities and equipment. 

We have been a Specialist Science College since September 2004; this has led 
to a broad range of innovative practice across the school and we are looking to 
develop cross-curricular projects involving Mathematics. 

The School has a high profile for achievement locally and nationally and prides 
itself on a strong record of internal professional development including a full 
induction in the .Su mm er term. 

The School is also an Investor in People and an Investor in Careers. 

Application form s and further details are available from the Headteacher’s 
Personal Assistant, Mrs M Tong Ralphs. Completed forms should be 
returned by post, fax or email for the attention of 
Mrs E Wilson, Headteacher no later than 

Thursday 21st May 2009 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 



Girls 

o 

Science 


B & D Specialist Cars 

require a 

MOTOR VEHICLE 
TECHNICIAN 

for our busy Service Department 
Successful applicant will be fully skilled and 
conversant with modern vehicle diagnostic and 
repair techniques. 

Good salary for the right person 
(comparable with Franchised Dealers) 

Please apply to Bob Musson on 01303 264700 or to 
22/25 Range Road Industrial Estate, Hythe, Kent CT21 6HG 


Negotiator/Surveyor 


required for busy general 
practice Estate Agents. 
Needs to be a good all- 
rounder with experience. 

Apply in writing with CV to 
Norman Coles 

Coles & Co, 76 Kings Street, 
Maidstone ME141BH 




■ 

OPEN DAY - FRIDAY 22ND MAY 12pm to 5pm 

at Regent Development Ltd., Unit D4, Riverside Way, Dartford Kent DAI 5BS 

MULTI-TRADE SKILLED OPERATIVES - (Ref.K0S.3) 

Regent Development Ltd is a BUSY chartered building company acting as a service provider to most major 
insurance companies. All work is local to our office in Dartford. 

We now reguire Self-employed Multi-skilled personnel with at least the following skills: 

Plastering AND wall papering AND painting/ decorating. 

Applicants are reguired to have a CIS/UTR number/Public Liability insurance/current driving licence/insured 
van/good communication skills and previous experience within the insurance industry would be advantageous 
(bring documents with you to open afternoon). 

Either attend the open afternoons or apply now - email: nikki.pipe@regentgroup.co.uk or Tel: 01322 626249 


Headteacher: Peggy Murphy, ma 
Boughton Lane, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9QL 
Tel: 01622 743925 
Fax: 01622 744828 
Email: office@five-acre.kent.sch.uk 
Website: www.five-acre.kent.sch.uk 

Five Acre Wood School is looking for 

MIDDAY MEAL 
SUPERVISORS 

to join our friendly school located on 
sites at Boughton Lane, Maidstone and 
Aylesford School Sports College. 

The hours will be 11:30 to 1:30 each weekday, 
term time only. Starting salary will be Kent Scale 
Band 2 Point 4 - £2876 per annum. 

This job will be subject to satisfactory references and 
an enhanced CRB. 

Please contact the school for an application pack by 
25th May. 

Closing date will be Wednesday 3rd June. 
Interviews will be held on Wednesday 10th June. 
Five Acre Wood and all its personnel are committed 
to safeguarding children and young people. 
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Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 
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MARKETING AND SALES 
ASSISTANT 

We are looking for an organised, well presented team player 
with strong communication skills to support our fast paced 
business development team. You will be highly conscientious 
and motivated with a ‘can do’ attitude. Experience in 
telemarketing and lead generation is essential. 

Please send your CV and salary required to Becky Lander at 
Adams Creative. becky@adamscreative.co.uk 


2 Albion Place 
Maidstone 
Kent ME14 5DY 
www.adamscreative.co.uk 


adams' 


}"B>eiC-are ■Fosterling 

GENUINE OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL PEOPLE 

• CAN YOU PROVIDE A SAFE AND CARING HOME FOR VULNERABLE CHILDREN? 

• ARE YOU AN EXPERIENCED CARER LOOKING FOR A NEW CHALLENGE 
OR CHANGE? 

BENECARE OFFERS 

• EXCELLENT RATES OF PAY 

• REAL SUPPORT AND RESPITE SYSTEMS FOR CARERS 

• EXCELLENT TRAINING AND GUIDANCE FROM OUR QUALIFIED &VERY 
EXPERIENCED TEAM 

We would love to hear from you if you are interested or 
involved in Fostering and would like additional information. 

01227 362510 or Email: info@benecarefostering.co.uk 
Web: www.benecarefostering.co.uk 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
SENIOR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

(MATERNITY LEAVE COVER) 

We are looking for an experienced PR professional with 
excellent writing and client-facing skills, able to work to tight 
deadlines as well as having great organisational abilities and 
bundles of enthusiasm and creativity. Some experience in 
event management would be an asset. 

Please send your CV and salary required to Becky Lander at 
Adams Creative, becky@adamscreative.co.uk 


2 Albion Place 
Maidstone 
Kent ME14 5DY 
www.adamscreative.co.uk 


adams' 


HAZEL MOTORS 

Require 

Skilled Mechanic/ 
MOT tester 

Please send your CV to 
Hazel Motors, 271 -287 Dale Street, 
Chatham, Kent ME4 6QR 
or call 01634 406664 
Email info@hazelmotors.co.uk 


Senior Electrical Building 
Services Design Engineer 

A senior electrical design engineer is required 
to take up a position in this small consulting 
engineering practice based in Ashford, Kent. 

The ideal applicant will be experienced in all 
aspects of the electrical consulting design 
process from conception to completion and be 
competent using both CAD and industry 
standard electrical design software. 

Applications should be made in writing in the 
first instance including an up to date CV to:- 
Mr. S Nixon, Steven Nixon Associates, 

1 Caxton House, Wellesley Road, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8ET 


EXPERIENCED TEACHERS & 
NQTs URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Are you an experienced Teacher, NQT or TA 
looking for local work to suit you? 

Do you want FREE INSET & CPD advice? 

We offer everything from 1/2 day supply to full 
time permanent. 

WE offer positions in Nursery KS1,2 & 
Secondary as well as AEN. 


fridtruvi 


rei no 01892676076 

website: www.termtimeteachers.co.uk 
e-mail: office@termtimeteachers.co.uk 



MidKent College is moving into an exciting phase in the history of the College with the relocation 
from the Horsted and City Way campuses to a stunning new £86m new build located at Lower Lines, 
Chatham in September this year. Combining this move with the recent award of the Public Private 
Partnership contract for the Royal School of Military Engineering at Brompton Barracks and the 
planned development of the existing Maidstone campus, it is a hectic time for the College. MidKent 
College now has an annual turnover of £45m, a staff of over 1,000 and trains around 12,000 students 
and 3,000 soldiers each year. 

The ideal candidate will therefore be joining during a period of significant change with the opportunity 
to develop your career within this stimulating environment. You will already have direct experience 
of working for a senior manager and be fully familiar with the demands and rewards of working at 
this level. 

Reporting directly for and supporting the Principal and Chief Executive, you will hold a position of 
responsibility, developing strong working relationships with the Directors, Senior Leadership Team, 
Governors and external Stakeholders involved across the MidKent College Group. 

Interested: Please forward your CV to ken.pullan@midkent.ac.uk 
or call him on 07725 128661 (after 12th May) for an informal discussion. 

A full Job Description/Person Specification and application can be seen at 
www.midkent.ac.uk 

Closing Date: 25th May 2009 
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MidKent College is an equal opportunity employer 


MidKent College 


To advertise 
in this section 

Q 01303 
817040 


GENERAL MECHANICAL 
ENGINEER - Woodchurch 

Electrical experience would be an advantage 
Salary: negotiable. Hours: TBA 

Contract: e-mail enquiries@colsan.com 
Phone: 01233 860760 



Hadlow College is Kent’s premier land-based college and one of the top three 
such colleges in the United Kingdom. 

The College lies in a picturesque part of West Kent, with a 256 hectare 
campus boasting an enviable array of facilities to enable students to maximise 
learning and gain realistic experience of the workplace for their future careers. 

Lecturer, Horticulture 

£22,459 to £30,276 per annum 

We are looking to recruit a highly motivated and enthusiastic Lecturer, 
who will be required to teach and give practical instruction to full and 
part-time students across a range of Level I and 2 Further Education 
programmes. The successful candidate will need to be educated to 
Level 3 and have practical experience in the horticulture industry. The 
role will include an element of Course Management responsibility. 

In addition to the minimum requirements detailed above, candidates 
will ideally have teaching experience in a practical and/or classroom 
setting together with a teaching qualification or the willingness to work 
towards one. Candidates will also need to be adaptable, resourceful 
and resilient, have excellent communication and IT skills and the ability 
to work well as part of a team. 

The successful candidate will also need to be flexible, as the full-time 
hours will include teaching some evening classes and travelling to our 
satellite centres. 

As well as contributory pension scheme, sponsorship for further 
vocational training and free car parking, this post also attracts 35 days 
holiday each year (excluding Bank Holidays). 

Job description and application form can be downloaded from 
our website www.hadlow.ac.uk Alternatively you can request 
an application pack by e-mailing jobs@hadlow.ac.uk or 
telephoning 01732 850551. 

Closing date for completed application forms is 
Monday 8th June 2009. 

Interviews will be held on Thursday, 18th June 2009 
Visit Hadlow College at www.hadlow.ac.uk 

Hadlow College is a committed equal opportunities employer. 


Be the first 
in line to 
receive the 
latest top 
Kent jobs 


Register your details 
and we’ll email you daily 
with new jobs that match 
your selected criteria 

JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find 
a job in the County 

POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 



Career Opportunities fc^jnterWy 


College 


Canterbury College is an equal opportunities employer 

Canterbury College is a Further and Higher Education College in the heart of Kent. Our goal is to be 
one of the best FE Colleges in England by 2010. We have 9,000 students across 300 courses and 
enjoy an enviable reputation as a great place to learn. Our brand new £50M Campus is also home to 
nearly 800 staff and we have some great career opportunities which may be right for you. 


Section Manager Cleaning/Security/Public Services/Health & Safety/ 

Environmental Health 06/122 

37 hrs per week, salary starting £33,858 per annum. 

Supply Lecturers (teachers) required in the following areas: S/PA 

Theatre Stage Craft (Technical & Design) 

Scenic Design & Construction 
Prop Making 
Stage Management 
Lighting Design 

Costume Design and Construction 

Various hours available, salary range £18,387 - £26,363 pro rata per annum 

Higher Education Curriculum Development Officer CDO/HE 

37 hrs per week, salary starting at £33,858 per annum. 


The closing date for the above posts is Tuesday 26 May 2009 at 12 noon 

For an information pack please visit www.canterburycollege.ac.uk or 
call the Human Resources Office on 01227 811282 (24 hr answerphone) 
quoting the above reference. 

Staff benefits include: 


**■*%.. 


Wi 

0/ SAQ\^ 


r 


Pension & Life Assurance Scheme • 

Proximity to main bus & train stations • 
Close to City Centre • 

& CLICK 

W www.canterburycollege.ac.uk/job-vacancies 


Sports Hall & Gym 
Generous Holiday Allowance 
Staff Discount Scheme 


CALL 

01227 811282 (24 hr answerphone) 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
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' JOB OPPORTUNITIES AT SHEPWAY DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Senior Operational Improvement Officer (Revenues 
and Benefits Service) 

Salary up to £30,210 

Shepway District Council are now looking for an experienced Senior Operational Improvement Officer to join their 
recently restructured Revenues and Benefits Service and who will have responsibility for managing the council’s 
Operational Improvement Team. 

The person we are looking for will help drive the service forward by: 

• Being customer focused • Delivering leadership to your team 

• Appreciating the importance of performance and getting results 

• Being able to interpret operational plans to ensure service improvements/efficiencies are realised 

You will need to: 

• Have at least 2 years’ experience within a Revenues and Benefits or systems support environment 

• Have excellent knowledge of Housing Benefit Legislation 

• Have a track record of delivering customer-focussed services 
• Demonstrate that you can work as part of a dynamic team 

In return we will reward you with a competitive salary, flexible working hours and a challenging career. 

If you think you would like to join us, please contact Mark Wilson on 01303 853389 for an informal d 
Application details can be downloaded at below or email jobs@shepway.gov.uk 
alternatively call our 24 hour answerphone service on 01303 853481. 

The closing date for completed application forms is 
Friday 5 June 2009. 



Shepway District Council 
Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue 
Folkestone, Kent CT20 2QY 
Tel: 01303 853000 
www.shepway.gov.uk 


Folkestone 

Hythe & Romney Marsh 

Shepway District Council ^ 


$ 

£ Shepway District Council is an Equal Opportunities Employer and 

welcomes applications irrespective of race, colour, age, sex or disability. 


JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in the County 



From Whitstable to Dover, Ashford to Canterbury, over 710,000 people 
depend on Eastern and Coastal Kent NHS and we put them at the heart 
of everything we do. All our staff work hard every day to improve health 
and wellbeing for the local community, to tackle health inequalities and 
to provide high quality, responsive and efficient services, both directly 
and through commissioning. 

As one of Kent's largest employers, we aim to employ and train a 
world-class workforce capable of meeting our many challenges. 

In return foryour skills and commitment we offer wide-ranging staff 
benefits including real investment in personalised career development, 
flexible working, childcare, final salary pension scheme and in-house 
discounts, relocation packages, occupational sickness benefit, car scheme 
for eligible staff, occupational health service, and enhanced maternity pay. 

Staff Nurse X3 (*) 

Band 5: £20,710 - £26,839 per annum Ref: 767-EKB1104 
Harty Ward, Sheppey Community Hospital 

We are looking for an enthusiastic, motivated Staff Nurse to join our team 
providing care to GP admissions, Elderly Rehabilitation and Stroke patients 
on Flarty/Minster Ward at Sheppey Community Hospital. 

You will be working closely with the multi-disciplinary team for the benefit 
of patient focused care; we are a lively nursing team and work in 
partnership to ensure that our medical, rehabilitation and stroke patients 
are provided with high quality care and effective discharge into the 
appropriate settings. 

If you have experience of working within these areas and are highly 
motivated with good communication skills then come and join our 
nursing team. You will need to demonstrate effective leadership qualities 
and welcome the challenge of providing support and some training to 
other members of the team. Training and development are extremely 
important to us. 

For an informal discussion or visit, please contact Sr. Beryl Simmons, 
Matron Manager, Harty Ward, Tel: (01795) 879108. 

Completed applications by: 28 May 2009. 

A comprehensive corporate induction programme is provided at the 
commencement of employment. 

Please ensure that you check your NHS Jobs account regularly in order to 
see if you have been successful in obtaining an interview. 

(*) Employment in this post is subject to a satisfactory Enhanced Disclosure 
from the Criminal Records Bureau 

(^1 Car owner/driver essential, subject to the provisions of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (1995) 

For further information and to apply, please visit 

www.easternandcoastalkent. n hs. u k 

We are an equal opportunities employer committed to safeguarding 
children and vulnerable adults 



The Best 
Connection* 


EMPLOYMENT GROUP 


Temporary Traffic 
Management Operatives 

Lantra or NRSW Tickets Required 

General Industrial Temps Required 
Various Contracts in Medway, Maidstone and 
Gravesend Area 


Drivers Required with experience of RoRo, Dray, 
ADR and Hiab Moffatt and Digi Card also welcome 
Previous Experience and References Essential 


Immediate Starts for Suitable Candidates 


For information on these and other vacancies 
call 01622 664999 


Cartel £ 


OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITY 

£66,000 OTE 

Previous sales experience not required. Full & Part 
Time positions available.This is a fantastic 
opportunity for an ambitious, motivated individual 
who is dedicated to offering a totally unique 
service to help their clients. 


For further information call John Blackman, 

Cartel Client Representative, on: 01304 219218 or email: 
john.blackman@cartelreview.co.uk 
Positions available throughout the UK 
www.claimsreviewpeople.co.uk 


(A trading style of Cartel Client Review) 



01303 

817040 






The Royal School of Military Engineering, Chatham 

Exciting opportunities for 2009 


MKC Training Services Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of MidKent College, delivers the trade, technical and 
professional training for the Royal Engineers at Brompton Barracks. This 30 year contract was awarded in 
2008 and following a review we now require a number of new staff to join us in this exciting venture. 


Health & Safety Officer c£3lk 

This is a new post to establish practices and processes across the site where MKC Training Services 
operate. The role will include Environmental and Fire responsibilities. Candidates should hold a current 
NEBOSH Certificate and have up to date knowledge and understanding of H&S Legislation and practice. 


Heating & Plumbing instructor £28 - £30k 

Following promotion we are looking for a qualified and experienced trade's person to teach young 
soldiers the H&P trade. You will be confident and knowledgeable about your trade and able to 
communicate your experience through practical demonstration and theory. Previous teaching experience 
is not important as you will receive training and be supported to gain appropriate qualifications. 


Training Design Analyst/Examiner c£33k 


You will be able to demonstrate experience and appropriate qualifications gained within a Course Design 
career and are looking for the opportunity to join an established team developing Construction and 
Engineering courses for a range of trade and technical disciplines within an MOD/Military environment 


Job Descriptions and Application forms can be found at www.midkent.ac.uk 
(follow RSME vacancies) 


Please forward completed applications to ken.pullan@midkent.ac.uk and/or call 
Ken Pullan on 07725 128661 for an informal discussion on any of these positions. 


Closing date: 1st June 2009 


The College is committed to Equal Opportunities and to 
selection on merit. It welcomes applications from all 
sections of society. We particularly welcome and 
encourage applications from under represented groups 
including black, minority ethnic and disabled people. 


MKC Training Services is an equal opportunities employe tj 



<&' 


MKC Training Services Limited 

at The Royal School of Military Engineering 


TEACHERS! 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


& NURSERY NURSES 

GET A FLYING START 

WITH OUR EXCELLENT \fS9T~ 

PAY RATES ( 


CALLUS! 01634 817575 

and team more about our urtaque 

toyatty scheme. 


f 



crtlc*\a<cducatJo v&onse.com 
wvr*.education serv*e com 


EDUCATION SENSE 


A.E.R. (KENT) LIMITED 

In accordance with Rule 4.106 of the 
Insolvency Act and Rules 1986, I, 
Martin C Armstrong fcca fabrp mipa 
mba of Turpin Barker Armstrong, Allen 
House 1 Westmead Road Sutton 
Surrey, give notice that on 06/05/2009 
I was appointed Liquidator of A.E.R 
(Kent) Limited by resolutions of 
members and creditors. Notice is 
hereby given that the creditors of the 
above named company, which is 
being voluntarily wound up, are 
required, on or before 05/06/2009 to 
send in their full Christian and 
surnames, their addresses and 
descriptions, full particulars of their 
debts or claims, and the names and 
addresses of their Solicitors (if any), to 
the undersigned Martin C Armstrong 

FCCA FABRP MIPA MBA Of Allen HOUSe 1 

Westmead Road Sutton Surrey, the 
Liquidator of the said company, and, if 
so required by notice in writing from 
the said Liquidator, are, personally or 
by their Solicitors, to come in and 
prove their debts or claims at such 
time and place as shall be specified in 
such notice, or in default thereof they 
will be excluded from the benefit of 
any distribution. Dated 06/05/2009 
MARTIN C ARMSTRONG FCCA 
fabrp mipa mba, Liquidator T258400 







































yourlocal professionals 


Advertise your business on yourkenttv.co.uk - the Kent local search directory find out more about us and our products and services online 


TO ADVERTISE 0 EmailusatdassifiecKdkosnnedia.co.uk (^Telephone us on 01303 817150 ^j| Fax us on 01303 817001 


ADVERTISING 


CASH LOANS 


PLUMBING 


VAN & CAR HIRE 



Your next customer 
could be reading 
about your 
business 

NOW! 


Advertise today 

Call Anthony on 01303 817115 


n 


K&mmm 

secured on your car 


SMITHSONS 
PL UNBINC 


X 


MEDWAY BRANCH: 



The name to trust 
All plumbing & heating work undertaken 
• Bathrooms installed from £350 
• Water saving toiler conversions from £60 
• Fully insured, guaranteed work with no call out charge 

FREE Estimates / No job too small 


BEST PRICES GUARANTEED 


I.P.H.E. Member Qualified & Reliable 
Professional, friendly, family run business 

Tel: 01634 386646 Mob: 07947 747332 
www. smithsonsplumbing. co. uk 



Freephone 08000 434305 
24hr Emergency 07990 520821 

32-34 Upper Stone St Maidstone 4^ 
www.sbcarandvanhire.co.uk 







AERIAL SERVICES 


PAVING 


PUBLISHING 


WEBSITE DESIGN 



i-1 


i-1 




Missing Channels on your Freeview? 
It may be your aerial. 

Do you need extra points 
around the home? 

FREE personal on-site inspection 
and advice on Freeview in your 
home, including weekends. 


t^DISirEL 


01622 762058 
07854 408323 


P&D PAVING LTD 

Specialists in all 

Block Paving • Crazy Paving 
Concrete Drives • Tarmac • Slabs & All Landscaping 

No Deposit Required • Free Estimates & Advice 
All Work Is Carried Out By Qualified Professionals 
Fully Guaranteed • Friendly Service 
Modern & Traditional Colours & Designs 


Freephone 0800 083 7590 

or 07775 502365 / 07833 923420 • Fax 0870 444 3431 
‘Don’t delay call today for FREE quotation with no obligation’ 


ATTENTION! 

Medway Fair Traders 


To find out how to 
promote your business 
within our media 
telephone Maria on 
01303 817152 



deeigninkent 

First impressions are made in a matter of 

seconds. Does your image reflect just how good 

your business is in seconds? Let us make your first 
impression count and win you more business. 

Websites Brochures 

£500 fran £199 


5 page static site 
2yr hosting • Copy editing 
Image gallery 


Designed at A4 
4 pages • Supplied print 
ready • Print extra 


Call us 
today on 


01622 684761 


ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 


PLANS 8c DESIGNS 


REMOVALS 


WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES 


Anderson North 
Partnership 

Planning Permission and 
Building Regulations - 
Full CAD Drawings 

01732 522455 
07957 627440 

Ex Building Inspector 


plans2improve 

Pay As You Go Architectural Services 


• Add Value to Your Home 

• Extensions and Lofts 

• Planning Permissions 

• Quality Plans & Designs 

• Trading Standards Approved 


™y 


01622 618644 

www.plans2improve.co.uk 


j'vblj'Jj !/Afj 

mm 


No job too small. 

DSS Welcome. 24 hour service. 

Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



WINDOW, CONSERVATORY 
& DOOR SALE 




lephant 


Specialist manufacturer and installer of 
double glazing windows, doors & 
conservatories 

FREEPHONE 0800 195 00 00 

142 Newington Road, Ramgate 
www.elephantwindows.co.uk 
sales@elephantwindows.co.uk 


CARPETS 8c UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 


PLANT 8c TOOL HIRE 


TIMBER 


WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES 


Carpets cleaned 

for £19.99 Each 

(minimum order 2 carpets) 






Take advantage of our reduced rates to try out 
my incredible guaranteed cleaning service. 

We also clean: Curtains, Upholstery & Rugs 

Call John at 

KLEENCARE 

(EST 1992) 


01622 683106 



RAPID 


PLANT & TOOL HIRE 


WHEN YOU NEED IT FAST 

Widest range in stock 
Free Local Delivery 
Your local company 
where service counts 

Trade & DIY Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30 Sat 7:30-12:00 


Maidstone 
01622 320039 


www.rapidplant.com 


Boxley Timber m 

& Fencing Supplies Ltd. 

• Quality Sheds & Workshops 
» Sleepers & Decking • Gates & Trellis Made To Size 
• All Types 6f Fencing • Collection/Delivery 

01622 753 953 

www.boxleytimber.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
OFFERING FRIENDLY 
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 


BOXLEY SAWMILL, 
PILGRIMS WAY, BOXLEY 
NR MAIDSTONE, KENT 
ME14 3EB 


!?*¥* DeWALT 


Does your roof require attention? 

Consult the experts with 20 years experience. 

No leaks, more light, lower fuel bills. 

From small repairs to full replacement roofs in a range 
of colours, thicknesses and solar control products. 

FREE ESTIMATES 
for D.I.Y. or 
Full Fitting Service. 


MASTERBUILD PLASTICS LTD 
UNIT 8, HENLEY BUSINESS PARK, TRIDENT CLOSE, 
MEDWAY CITY ESTATE, ROCHESTER, KENT ME2 4FR 
TELEPHONE: 01634 291277 
www.masterbuildplastics.co.uk 


ONLINE TV 


online TV as it happens 


Watch Vie latest web IV sport news and action kentnews.co.uk 


FOOTBALL • CRICKET • RUGBY • TENNIS • BOXING • ATHLETICS • GOLF • HORSE RACING • SNOOKER • MOTORSPORT • CYCLING 
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CRICKET 


Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 


■ BY DAVID PRITCHARD 


Kent League Division One 

The Mote CC-lstXI 
Canterbury CC - 1st XI 

THE Mote 1st XI remain top of 
Division One despite missing out 
on a deserved victory against 
Canterbury 1st XI. 

Batting first after winning the toss, the 
Maidstone side racked up 213 for 5 from their 
50 overs. Canterbury struggled in reply and 
were forced to dig in for a draw long before the 
end of their innings. 

To The Mote’s frustration the overs ran out 
with the home side on 146 for 9, one wicket 
from defeat. 

Vulnerable 

The club’s 2nd XI fared better, beating 
Bromley 2nd XI by eight runs. 

The Mote’s total of 167 looked vulnerable, 
but the home side also found batting difficult 
and lost their final wicket agonisingly short of 
victory. 

The Mote’s 3rd XI were demolished by eight 
wickets in a one-sided game with Old 
Williamsonians. 

Phil Patterson struck twice to leave the 
home side on 2 for 2 and it barely got 
better as The Mote were bowled out for 87. 
David Bage was the pick of the attack, taking 
4 for 27. 

Luke Butcher’s unbeaten 60 was decisive as 
the visitors got home in the 25th over. 


The Mote's superiority 
not enough to beat City 



FRUSTRATION: Despite being the better side, The Mote (batting) had to settle for a draw against Canterbury which kept them top of the table 


SCOREBOARD 


The Mote 3rd XI 

Runs 

Simon Warley ct Fisher b Patterson .0 

Peter Bowles ct Pentecost b Patterson ... 14 
Mark Bristow ct Meyers b Patterson .0 

Lawrence Freeborn bBage .41 

Jonathan Crowhurst ct Child b Bage ... 19 

Paul Merwood ct Pentecost b Bage .4 

Nicholas Baking ct Buckle b Fisher .0 

James Bowles ct Pentecost b Fisher .0 

Nathan Waite b Bage .0 

Paul Usher b Butcher . 1 

James Rowe not out. 0 

3 ? Extras (2b 21b 4w ) .8 

i Total (all out, 36.2 overs) .87 


g Bowlers 

S 0 M R W 


° Phil Patterson 

9 

3 

29 

3 

David Child 

3 

0 

16 

0 

David Bage 

12 

4 

27 

4 

Alex Fisher 

9 

5 

10 

2 

Luke Butcher 

2.2 

1 

1 

1 


Old Williamsonians 1st XI 

Runs 


Luke Butcher not out . 60 

Daniel Buckle ct Bowles b Rowe .1 

David Child b Waite 8 

Jonathon Wright not out . 16 


Jonathan Child did not bat... 
Sean Holbrook did not bat... 

Peter Meyers did not bat. 

James Pentecost did not bat. 

Alex Fisher did not bat. 

David Bage did not bat. 

Phil Patterson did not bat.... 


Bowlers 

0 

Paul Usher 8 

James Rowe 6 

Nicholas Daking 5.5 
Nathan Waite 3 

Peter Bowles 1 


M R W 

1 23 0 

4 13 1 

0 23 1 

0 23 1 

0 4 0 


LOCAL CRICKET ROUND-UP 


KENT LEAGUE DIVISION FOUR 

Addington Village 1st XI v Sidcup 1st XI 


KENT LEAGUE DIVISION FIVE 

Tunbridge Wells 3rd XI v Offham 1st XI 


KENT FEEDER LEAGUE WEST IB 

Lamorbey Park 1st XI v Leybourne 1st XI 


KENT FEEDER LEAGUE EAST 2B 

Sheppey CC 2nd XI v The Mote CC 4th XI 


A LAST-wicket partnership denied Addington Village 
victory against Sidcup at the weekend. 

After having been inserted, the villagers scored 211 for 7 
with Neil Scott (56) and Mat Bruton (44 not out) keeping 
the innings together and ensuring they used all 50 overs. 

Bruton then starred with the ball, claiming figures of 4 
for 29 as Sidcup struggled, but Addington couldn't take the 
final wicket that would have seen them claim victory, and 
had to settle for a winning draw. 

Addington Village 

Runs 

Mark Rimmer .Ibw b Noble. 33 

James Tooze .ct Dark b Beament. 17 

Will Jeffery .ct Stevenson b Puckerin. 18 

Neil Scott .ct Robinson b Zaman. 56 

Ben Buet .ct Robinson b Zaman. 9 

Duncan Brown .ct Krishnamurthy b Zaman. 19 

Mat Bruton .not out. 44 

Ross McDermott .ct Puckerin b Mockler. 0 

Adam Crowley .notout. 7 

Joe Pigott .did not bat. 

Dan Walton .did not bat. 

Extras .(3b 21b 2w lnb) . 8 

Total .(7 wickets, 50 overs) . 211 


BEN Gittings came within two runs of scoring a century as 
Offham secured a convincing 189-run victory. 

Gittings finished unbeaten on 98 and was one of three 
players, who notched up half-centuries as Offham raced 
away to 287 for 6 after 50 overs. Tunbridge Wells needed 
an inspired second innings if they were to avoid defeat. 

Offham's impressive bowling attack ended Tunbridge's 
hopes early on, as they were bowled out for just 98 after 
26 overs. Simon Hallbrook was the pick of the bowlers fin¬ 
ishing with figures of 4 for 19. 

Offham 

Runs 

Graham Razey. ct Pinkstone b Thompson. 0 

Tom Gittings. ct Pinkstone b Allatt .66 

Leonard Watt. ct Malandkar b Watts .52 

Ben Gittings. not out .98 

Nathan Faulkes . b Thompson .18 

Martin Goff. ct Watts b Thompson .14 

Lawrence Bell . b Allatt .28 

Mervyn Breaker. not out. 0 

Daniel Blakeburn. did not bat . 

Andy Cox. did not bat . 

Simon Hallbrook. did not bat . 



0 

M 

R 

W 

Thomas Beament 

11 

1 

32 

1 

Dan Dark 

3 

0 

15 

0 

Scott Noble 

8 

2 

19 

1 

Norman Puckerin 

6 

0 

23 

1 

Faisal Zaman 

12 

1 

48 

3 

Phil Robinson 

3 

0 

17 

0 

Kevin Mockler 

7 

1 

52 

1 

Sidcup 




Runs 

Peter Stevenson .... 

.Ibw b Walton. 


13 

Mat Kilbey 

.b Bruton. 



27 

Phil Robinson . 

.ct Pigott b Crowley.. 


20 

Norman Puckerin ... 

.ct Scott b Brown .... 


37 

Seetharam Krishnamurthy ct Jeffery b Brown ... 


12 

Kevin Mockler. 

.Ibw b Bruton. 


.1 

Tim Cook. 

.b Bruton . 



.7 

Dan Dark. 

.Ibw b Bruton. 


17 

Scott Noble 

.notout . 



.7 

Thomas Beament ... 

.b Buet... 



.6 

Faisal Zaman. 

.not out... 



.4 

Extras . 

.(9b91b3w4nb) ... 


25 

Total 

.(9 wickets, 50 overs) 


176 

Bowlers 

0 

M 

R 

W 

Ross McDermott 

5 

1 

24 

0 

Joe Pigott 

6 

1 

19 

0 

Dan Walton 

5 

0 

27 

1 

Mat Bruton 

10 

3 

29 

4 

Neil Scott 

8 

4 

14 

0 

Adam Crowley 

4 

0 

15 

1 

Duncan Brown 

11 

2 

29 

2 

Ben Buet 

1 

0 

1 

1 


Extras . 

...(4b 21b 3w 2nb). 


11 

Total 

.. .(6 wickets, 50 overs) 


287 

Bowlers 

0 M 

R 

W 

Mark Thompson 

15 0 

63 

3 

Nick Tunnell 

14 1 

87 

0 

Percy Watts 

7 0 

48 

1 

Ben Allatt 

14 0 

83 

2 

Tunbridge Wells 



Runs 

GregBrunger . 

.. .ct Faulkes b Watt.... 


. 1 

Callum Wood 

.. .ct Bell b Blakeburn .. 


24 

Chris Williams 

.. .ct Watt b Blakeburn . 


.6 

Paul Hammond. 

.. .ct Gittings b Razey... 


. 1 

Ben Allatt 

.. .b Watt. 


15 

David Pinkstone . 

.. .ct Faulkes b Razey... 


26 

am Malandkar .. 

.. .b Hallbrook. 


18 

Nick Tunnell . 

.. .b Hallbrook. 


0 

Mark Thompson . 

.. .not out. 


0 

Peter Gould . 

.. .b Hallbrook. 


0 

Percy Watts 

.. .ct Cox b Hallbrook... 


.4 

Extras . 

.. .(lb lib lw). 


.3 

Total 

.. .(all out, 26.2 overs).. 


98 

Bowlers 

0 M 

R 

W 

Leonard Watt 

8 2 

21 

2 

Daniel Blakeburn 

7 1 

31 

2 

Graham Razey 

6 1 

26 

2 

Simon Hallbrook 

5.2 2 

19 

4 


A PRODUCTIVE batting display from Lamorbey Park 
condemned Leybourne to a heavy six-wicket away defeat. 

Leybourne batted first and set a respectable total of 146 
all out, with Tom Smith top scoring with a knock of 36. 

However, the total proved to be in easy reach for 
Lamorbey Parkas Leybourne's bowlers struggled to find 
wickets. Praveen Chinthala's 77 and Lloyd Barnett's 37 put 
the home side within touching distance of victory. James 
Barge and Joginder Singh hit the winning runs. 


Leybourne 

Runs 


David Lock. 

... .b Bhatia. 

....b Hubert. 


14 

23 

Daniel Bowman . 

... .ct Barnett b Singh... 


.33 

David Cahalin . 

... .ct Hubert b Bhatia... 


0 

Tom Smith . 

... .b Singh. 


36 

Darren Davies . 

... .ct Barnett b Murray.. 


.5 

Matthew Webb 

... .ct Singh b Murray ... 


.9 

John Smith. 

... .b Singh. 


.3 

Alex Rose . 

... .Ibw b Singh. 


8 

Tom Bray. 

... .b Singh. 


.5 

Richard Webb 

... .not out. 


0 

Extras. 

. ,..(8w 2nb). 


10 

Total 

... .(all out, 45.2 overs) . 


146 

Bowlers 





0 M 

R 

W 

Rob Murray 

10 1 

37 

2 

James Barge 

8 3 

9 

0 

Praveen Chinthala 

5 0 

10 

0 

Des Hubert 

6 0 

26 

1 

Bakhshish Bhatia 

6 0 

28 

2 

Joginder Singh 

10.2 1 

27 

5 

Lamorbey Park 







Runs 

Praveen Chinthala .... 

... .ct Lock b Rose . 


77 

Tim Morgan . 

... .ct Smith b Bray .... 


0 

Lloyd Barnett. 

... .b Rose. 


37 

Andy Martin. 

... .ct Davies b Bray. 


10 

James Barge. 

... .not out. 


9 

Joginder Singh. 

... .not out. 


.5 

Rob Murray. 

... .did not bat. 



Des Hubert 

... .did not bat. 



Bakhshish Bhatia 

... .did not bat. 



Maurice Rifat. 

... .did not bat. 



Extras . 

... ,(3b 31b 5w lnb) .... 


12 

Total 

... .(4 wickets, 44.1 overs) . 

150 

Bowlers 





0 M 

R 

W 

Matthew Webb 

12 2 

42 

0 

Tom Bray 

7.1 0 

28 

2 

Alex Rose 

12 1 

41 

2 

David Lock 

2 1 

8 

0 

Richard Webb 

7 3 

10 

0 

Daniel Bowman 

4 0 

15 

0 


A SUPERB innings from Richard Feltham proved the 
difference as The Mote 4th XI beat Sheppey 2nd XI by 
three wickets. 

Chris Feltham did the damage in the Sheppey innings, taking 
five wickets as the home side were bowled out for 156. 

The Mote's reply got off to a shaky start as they lost three 
early wickets, but Richard Feltham guided them towards 
victory before he was out seven runs short of a century. 

Sheppey 

Runs 

Steve Woodford. ct Mills b Damen .21 

Daryll Philo .ct Crowhurst b Chowdrury .0 

Alex Patt. ct Crowhurst b Damen .2 

Jason Crofskey . b Damen .17 

Naveed Tahir. b C Feltham .39 

Jannie Conradie . bC Feltham .11 

Ashley Hayward . Ibw bC Feltham .6 

Kevin Bronger . ct C Feltham b Britz .29 

Elliot McEntire. not out .8 

Oliver Dewey. ct R Felthamb C Feltham .1 

Kevin Cunningham. b C Feltham .4 

Extras . (9b 6w 3nb) .18 

Total . (all out, 41 overs) .156 



0 M 

R 

W 

Mushi Chowdrury 

5 0 

12 

1 

David Damen 

12 4 

27 

3 

Matt Britz 

10 0 

31 

1 

Chris Feltham 

11 0 

53 

5 

Lewis Bone 

3 0 

24 

0 

The Mote 



Runs 

Robert O'Brien. 

.Ibw b Conradie . 


.2 

Richard Feltham . 

.c & b Conradie . 


93 

Nick Waite 

.ct Dewey b Cunningham . 

9 

Matt Britz 

.ct Dewey b Takir ... 


.1 

Nigel Mullarkey 

.b Conradie . 


20 

Adam Crowhurst. 

.b Hayward . 


.5 

Nick Mills 

.b Conradie . 


0 

Mushi Chowdrury .... 

.not out. 


.1 

Lewis Bone. 

.not out. 


0 

Chris Feltham. 

.did not bat. 



David Damen. 

.did not bat. 



Extras . 

.(5b 21b 19w) . 


26 

Total 

.(7 wickets, 44.1 overs) 


157 

Bowlers 

0 M 

R 

W 

Jannie Conradie 

10.1 0 

38 

4 

Kevin Cunningham 

12 6 

22 

1 

Naveed Tahir 

12 0 

43 

1 

Ashley Hayward 

10 0 

47 

1 
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FOOTBALL 


Mercer on course for Isle of Man TT debut 



EAGER: Steve Mercer cannot wait to make his Isle of Man TT debut 


STEVE Mercer admitted he is already 
suffering from sleepless nights with just 
a week remaining before his debut at the 
Isle of Man TT. 

The Maidstone-bom superbike rider is 
set to tackle the notorious 37-mile Isle of 
Man TT course for the first time, as part 
of a three-year campaign to try and win 
the event. 

The 26-year-old former British 
Superbike rider is happy with his 
progress after a couple of trips to the TT 
course, but admits learning the course 
has been a bigger challenge than he had 
previously thought. 

He said: “Preparations have been real¬ 
ly good so far. I have made a couple of 
trips to the island in the last month to 


learn the circuit and ride it for the first 
time on a bike. Learning the circuit is a 
tough challenge. 

“I think there are 256 comers on one 
lap of the track. It is a place where you do 
not want to get it wrong either, so learn¬ 
ing the circuit is mightily important. 

“I have been out on the bike at Brands 
Hatch to give it a final shake down and 
it is looking good. I have just got a week 
or so to wait now and the nerves are 
starting to kick in.” 

Mercer will head to the island next 
week with the first practice sessions get¬ 
ting under way on May 30. 



APPEAL: Maidstone United are hoping for a boost 
in funds to build their proposed new ground 


Party to raise funds 
for Stones' stadium 


Stones boss disappointed 
as winger Darts to rivals 





DEPARTED Winger Elliot Bradbrook (in gold) has joined rivals Dartford after a successful season with the Stones 


■ BY TOM HOWARD 

LIVELY winger Elliot Bradbrook is 
the first player to leave Maidstone 
United in the close season after 
signing a lucrative move to Ryman 
Premier League rivals Dartford. 

The midfielder, who spent two spells at 
Maidstone United in his career, was one of the 
star performers from last season. 

Bradbrook, joined the club last summer and 
featured heavily on the left wing, chipping in 
with five goals in a turbulent season for the 
Stones. 

Maidstone joint-manager Lloyd Hume is dis¬ 
appointed to see Bradbrook leave the club and 
admitted it was going to be hard to keep a 
player of his talent with a reduced budget. 

He said: “We offered him a new deal as we 
were desperate to keep hold of him for next 
season. 

“However, Dartford, who are one of those 
clubs doing well at the moment, were able to 
offer him a much better deal, which we could 
not match. 

“It is very disappointing to see him go as he 
has been great for us and I am sure it was a 
hard decision for him to make after spending 
two spells with us.” 

Hume was able to confirm six players from 
the existing squad have put pen to paper on 


new deals at the club. Defenders Ashley 
Ulph, Nathan Paul and Roland Edge were 
the first to sign new contracts. Midfield duo 
Jay Saunders and James Peacock followed 
shortly after. 

Finally, former Margate striker James 


Pinnock, who finished top scorer with 12 goals 
last season, has committed to a second season 
with the club. 

Hume is expecting to hear from the rest of 
the squad he has offered new deals to, later 
this month. 


MAIDSTONE United are hosting a fund¬ 
raising party on Saturday evening as part 
of their bid to boost the club’s funds to 
build their proposed new stadium at 
James Whatman Way. 

The event will take place at The Orchard 
Spot pub at Downswood, near Maidstone, 
which has been provided free of charge. 

All proceeds made from the event will be 
added to the £4,215 raised so far by the 
Bring the Stones Home campaign. 

Supporter and fanzine editor Bryan Reed 
embarked on his fundraising challenge this 
week by travelling the length of Great 
Britain on a Vespa moped. 

The Stones supporter will complete a 
1,900 mile journey, which will take him 
from Maidstone to John O’ Groats via 
Land’s End and a return trip to Maidstone. 

Proceeds will be split between the 
Maidstone ground appeal and Demelza 
House. Meanwhile, defender Ben Lewis has 
registered to play for Margate next season. 


VIEW THIS CLIP ON 

yourkenttv.co.uk 

^ouv localItvI ONLINE 



Why scrap it when you can trade 


With Minimum 
Part Exchange SAVE 

£2,000 £8,195 

You oaY from against 

you Hoy NEW 

£7,999 



08 08 Peugeot 308 S 

_ ^ HDi 90 5dr including Air Conditioning 
Normal Price £9,999 

A CHOICE OF 17 IN STOCK 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


MAIDSTONE ■ CHINGFORD ■ HATFIELD ■ LETCHWORTH ■ SOUTHAMPTON 


Minimum 

£ 2,000 


Waters ❖AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 

www.autoplanet.co.uk 


*A £2000 allowance will be given against any used car included in our “Minimum Part Exchange Offer" providing the part exchange vehicle has a current MOT Certificate and Road Fund Licence. Car images are for illustration purposes only. 
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To celebrate our ne sevenoaks -3 

at Polhill Garden Centre, _ ^ 1 
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10% OFF 







ALL CABINS 
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II DELORES 
Save 
4579 
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Save 

41999 
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Save 

4179 


Living Out at - Johnsons Nursery Old Thanet Way, near Me Donald* 
Chestfield, CT5 3JD. between Whluubl* ft Herne Bar • Tel: 01227 793717 

Living Out at - Notcutts Garden Centre Outside Display Area 

Newham Court Village Maidstone. MEM 5LH. - Tel: 01622 730777 
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Living Out at - Polhill Garden Centre Oumde Display Area 

London Rd, Halstead, Sevenoaks, TNI4 7AD. - Tel: 0208 I2330S4 


















